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 The aim of this investigation is to study the relationship between moral intelligence 

and Tabriz Junior High school students’ achievement. The research method was 

descriptive of correlation type. Statistical population of present study includes all 

Tabriz Junior high School students (1600) studying at 3rd district. Considering 

sample size we selected 210 members as sample randomly. Instrument used in this 

investigation is Lennick & Kiel moral intelligence standard questioner whose virtual 

validity was confirmed by experts. To determine reliability of the study (which was 

86%) we used Cronbach Alfa. The data were analyzed in two levels of descriptive 

statistics (frequency, percent, average and standard deviation) and deductive 

statistics (Pierson correlation and variance analysis). The obtained results indicated 

that there is a positive and significant relationship between moral intelligence and 

students’ achievement. Moreover there is a positive and significant relationship 

between moral intelligence (honesty, forgiveness and compassion) and students’ 

achievement. But there was no significant relationship between responsibility and 

students’ achievement. Forgiveness was more among girls than boys and 

responsibility taking among students of humanity was lower than those of 

mathematics and experimental fields’ students. 

 

 

© 2013 AENSI Publisher All rights reserved. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The moral intelligence has different dimensions. Lenik and Cahill believe that the moral intelligence 

includes four main dimensions of honesty, responsibility, forgiveness and compassion; it also includes ten sub-

categories of trust, courage, secrecy, fulfilling personal commitments and responsibility (respond ability) against 

personal decisions, self control, self limitation, assisting others, care of others, understanding others’ perceptions 

and understanding spiritual requirements (belief, faith and courtesy). Honesty: it is subjected to make the 

arrangement between what we believe in and what we act on it. That is, fulfilling what we know as right and 

telling truth in all times. Responsibility: a person having high moral intelligence accepts his or her own 

responsibilities and the consequences, mistakes and failures in this path. Compassion: paying attention to others 

along with bilateral interaction. If we are kind towards others, they will make their compassion for us when we 

need to them. Courtesy: aware of own and others’ mistakes and errors and try to forgive the self and others in 

this pavement [2,3]. The educational progression is one of the most essential variables of the education and at 

present due to good aptitudes among students, this aim at the education has not been supplemented, 

unfortunately. The study of educational failure statistics among high school students showed that about 30% of 

these students get failed annually that this is the most common weak point of our educational system in this 

regard. The suitable application of the related system can be potentially influencing on personal and educational 

life. The present study is to seek the honesty, responsibility, forgiveness and compassion of students in this case. 

This makes peers to measure the educational progression through the moral intelligence affairs and the 

necessary approaches can be found in this way to aware the officials in this path potentially. Hence, the problem 

that the researcher of the study facing it is whether a relationship between the moral intelligence and students’ 

educational progression or no. in 2005, Esmaieel in a research showed that the moral intelligence steps of 

adolescents ranging from 12-17 year old having disorder with the given pattern by Colberg is coincident and 

according to the increase of the age, the level of moral deduction is also getting improved; but the comparison of 

their responds with normal ones in the stories of Colberg showed that the moral deduction of children and 

adolescents having disorder is different with children ranging from 3-12 year old. Indeed, the speed and 

movement of adolescents with disorder in moral growth steps is climbing up than normal ones. Azizi showed 
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that in response to the given puzzle among pre-school children, 28 people said that they assist to their related 

person and 12 ones replied that they like going to ceremony; those ones saying help others, the feeling of 

cooperation is very sophisticated in this regard. In terms of the gender, it should be stated that there is no found 

difference between the responds of girls and boys; of course, it should be stated that the boys stated their 

responds without any intriguing cases. It has to be stated that the perception of children is deeper in terms of 

moralities than what it can be stated. Among children ranging from 10-11 year old, two ones responded that 

they go to the party and replied for this: my fried may get annoyed of me and or my parents ordered me not to 

make close relations to other strangers. Wahidi [9] concluded that there is no observed difference between the 

moral growth level of girls and normal ones. The obtained result represents that in this research the moral 

growth progression is equal among the girls and normal ones. Abbaszadeh also concluded that there is a 

difference between the moral growth level of girls and boys. [3] in a study titled the comparative study of 

morality intelligence dimensions from scientists’ viewpoints with Holly Quran and Prophecies, carried out the 

comparative study of morality intelligence in terms of Burba [2], Kenik and Keihil perspectives with Holly 

Quran and prophecies’ viewpoints in this pavement that the following results were obtained: 

1- According to the Holly Quran and prophecies statements, among Burba’s basic approaches 

(cooperation, consciousness, attention and respect, self control, kindness, fair and justice) have been highly felt 

in terms of these Quran statements.  

2- Among four basic exclusive approaches of the moral intelligence by Kenik and Kehil (honesty, 

responsibility, compassion and forgiveness), the three approaches of honesty, responsibility and forgiveness 

have been highly paid attention in this regard. These seven basic approaches are belonged to managers; in other 

words, people with high moral intelligence act correctly at their affairs; they always do along with neat 

arrangement making high potentiall function trying to bond the works to the moral approaches. Siadat, Kazemi 

and Mokhtari showed that: 1- there is a positive significant relationship between the elements of moral 

intelligence of educational and non-educational managers and team leadership. 2- There is a difference between 

the mean scores of team leadership of the scientific board members based on their age. 3- There is a difference 

between the moral intelligence scores of educational managers based on their serving background but there is no 

found a difference between the mean scores of moral intelligence of non-educational managers. Soltani in an 

article titled ‘’the moral management into an organization’’, has been stated his views as following: 

The moral management is subjected to the determination and priority of the values for conducting the 

behaviors into the same organization. The organizations should make an accurate planning to handle and 

manage these behaviors potentially. Mozhgan and Najafi showed that there is a positive correlation between the 

religious lessons and children’s moral intelligence in p<0.001 sig level. Karimi [6] concluded that there is a 

positive significant relationship between the four elements of moral intelligence and the success of managers 

working in Tractor-manufacturing Company of Tabriz; in other words, when the score of the moral intelligence 

is high, the success will be high, too.  

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

This research is of a descriptive correlation-based study.  

 

Statistical community: 

The statistical community of the research is including the personnel working in the education system by the 

number of 1600 people.  

 

Sample volume and sampling method:  

By the use of Morgan Table, 146 girls and 64 boys of third year high school established at Tabriz City, 

District 3 using accidental sampling method was taken up in this study.  

 

Data collection tool: 

The applied tool for gathering the related data was the questionnaire of moral intelligence. In order to 

estimate the validity of the study, Cronbach coefficient method was used that this coefficient was measured as 

0.86 in this regard.  

 

Data analysis method:  

In this research, by the use of Pearson correlation test and variance analysis, the whole hypotheses of the 

research were analyzed efficiently.  

 

Results: 
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Table 1: correlation matrix of relationship between educational progression and educational progression 

Correlation matrix  

 

Educational progression  

 

Moral intelligence  Correlation coefficient  0.244 

Sig level of two domains  0.000 

Distribution  210 

**significance level at α = 0.01 
 

The obtained results of the main hypothesis evaluation have been given in table 1. The evaluation of the 

observed correlation coefficients and educational progression represent the positive significant relationship 

between the moral intelligence and educational progression with the degree of r = 0.244; as a result, it can be 

stated that by increasing the degree of moral intelligence, the degree of educational progression will also 

improve and vice versa.  

 
Table 2: correlation matrix of relationship between honesty and educational progression 

Correlation matrix  Educational progression  

Honesty  Correlation coefficient  0.192** 

Sig level of two domains  0.005 

Distribution  210 

** Significance level at α =0.01 
 

The obtained results of the main hypothesis evaluation have been given in table 2. The evaluation of the 

observed correlation coefficients between honesty and educational progression represent the positive significant 

relationship between the moral intelligence and educational progression with the degree of r = 0.192; as a result, 

it can be stated that by increasing the degree of honesty, the degree of educational progression will also improve 

and vice versa. 

 
Table 3: correlation matrix of relationship between forgiveness and educational progression 

Correlation matrix  Educational progression  

Forgiveness  Correlation coefficient  0.262** 

Sig level of two domains  0.000 

Distribution  210 

** Significance level at α =0.01 
 

The obtained results of the main hypothesis evaluation have been given in table 3. The evaluation of the 

observed correlation coefficients between forgiveness and educational progression represent the positive 

significant relationship between the moral intelligence and educational progression with the degree of r = 0. 262; 

as a result, it can be stated that by increasing the degree of honesty, the degree of educational progression will 

also improve and vice versa. 

 
Table 4: correlation matrix of relationship between forgiveness and educational progression 

Correlation matrix  Educational progression  

Responsibility 

 

 

 

Correlation coefficient  0.091 

Sig level of two domains  0.187 

Distribution  210 

** Significance level at α =0.01 

 

The obtained results of the main hypothesis evaluation have been given in table 4. The evaluation of the 

observed correlation coefficients between responsibility and educational progression represent the positive 

significant relationship between the moral intelligence and educational progression with the degree of r = 0.0.91; 

as a result, it can be stated that by increasing the degree of honesty, the degree of educational progression will 

also improve and vice versa. 
 

Table 5: correlation matrix of relationship between compassion and educational progression 

Correlation matrix  Educational progression  

Compassion  Correlation coefficient  0.218** 

Sig level of two domains  0.001 

Distribution  210 

** Significance level at α =0.01 

 

 The obtained results of the main hypothesis evaluation have been given in table 5. The evaluation of the 

observed correlation coefficients between compassion and educational progression represent the positive 

significant relationship between the moral intelligence and educational progression with the degree of r = 0.218; 

as a result, it can be stated that by increasing the degree of honesty, the degree of educational progression will 

also improve and vice versa.  
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Table 6: variance analysis test o multi regression at educational progression from the moral intelligence elements 

Model  Source of change Total squares  Df  Mean squares  DF 

 

Sig 

1  Regression  84.058 1 84.058 15.279 0.000a 

Remained  1144.350 208 5.502   

Total  1228.408 209    

The results of the above mentioned table show that the measured degree of F for the regression analysis is significant (p<0.05); hence, the 

regression equation is significant statistically.  

 

Table 7: entered variables of regression coefficients in estimating the educational progression 

Model  Variable  Non-standard coefficients  Standard 

coefficients  

Value of t  

 

Sig  

 

B Deviation  Beta  

1  

 

 

Fixed  12.571 1.015  12.381 0.000 

Responsibility  0.218 0.056 0.262 3.909 0.000 

Dependent variable: educational progression  R  R2   

0.262a  0.068   

 

The above mentioned table shows the step by step regression coefficients. Based on the regression results, 

only the responsibility element of the moral intelligence has represented 6.8% of the educational progression in 

this case. Based on Beta standard coefficients, from the moral intelligence elements along with responsibility 

variance by degree of 0.262 can make a significant change in the variance of educational progression. Other 

elements do not have significant role in the given model statistically.  

 

Side findings: 

There is a significant difference between the moral intelligence and educational progression due to the 

students’ demographical features.  

 

a- Comparison of moral intelligence based on the gender: 

 
Table 8: results of multi variance analysis test in relation to the comparison of moral intelligence based on the gender 

             Variable  

Index  

Total 

squares  

Df  Mean squares F  Sig  

 

Im

pact of 

gender  

 

Honesty  16.616 1 16.616 2.201 0.139 

Responsibility  10.578 1 10.578 1.248 0.265 

Compassion  3.335 1 3.335 0.292 0.589 

Forgiveness  42.891 1 42.891 4.695 0.031 

Moral intelligence  246.612 1 246.612 2.897 0.090 

Er

ror  

 

 

Honesty 1570.265 208 7.549   

Responsibility 1762.417 208 8.473   

Compassion 2374.289 208 11.415   

Forgiveness 1900.366 208 9.136   

Moral intelligence 17709.012 208 85.139   

 

According to the table data, in the element of forgiveness because the degree of F is 4.695 in α =0.05 sig 

level, hence the zero assumption is rejected at 95% confidence level; in other words, there is a significant 

difference between the degree of forgiveness of girl and boy students and the comparison of the mean between 

both groups showed that the degree of the girls’ forgiveness is higher than boys. In other cases there were no 

found any significant differences in this regard.  

 
Table 8: results of multi variance analysis test in relation to the comparison of moral intelligence based on the gender 

                                      Variable  

Index  

Total squares  Df  Mean squares  F  

 

Sig  

 

Impact of 

education 

field   

 

Honesty  4.839 2 2.419 0.317 0.729 

Responsibility  99.366 2 49.683 6.145 0.003 

Compassion  25.767 2 12.883 1.134 0.324 

Forgiveness  19.034 2 9.517 1.024 0.361 

Moral intelligence  405.033 2 202.516 2.389 0.094 

Error  

 

 

Honesty 1582.042 207 7.643   

Responsibility 1673.629 207 8.085   

Compassion 2351.857 207 11.362   

Forgiveness 1924.223 207 9.296   

Moral intelligence 17550.591 207 84.785   

 

According to the table data, in the element of responsibility because the degree of F is 6.145 in α =0.05, 

hence the zero assumption is rejected at 95% confidence level; in other words, there is a significant difference 
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between the students’ responsibility by their educational fields and the results of the follow-up test (table 4-13) 

showed that the degree of responsibility among mathematic fields is lower than experimental and humanistic 

fields; in other cases there were no observed any significant differences in this regard.  

 
Table 8: results of Schfe follow-up test in comparison of the responsibility by educational field 

Sig level  Deviation  Mean difference (I-J) Field (J) Field (I) Dependent variable  

0.011 0.52496 -1.5977* Humanistic  Math  Responsibility  

0.013 0.45246 -1.3510* Natural    

  

Table 9: results of multi variance analysis test in relation to the comparison of educational progression by the gender and educational field 

of the sample 

                                   Variable  

Index  

Total squares  Df  Mean squares  F  Sig  

 

Impact of 

group  

Gender  140.359 1 140.359 28.717 0.000 

Educational field  74.098 2 37.049 7.580 0.001 

Error 1006.857 206 4.888  

 

 

 

According to the data in table 9, because the degree of F is significant in relation to other elements of the 

study (α =0.05), thus the zero assumption is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted with 95% 

confidence level; in other words, there is a significant difference between the degree of educational progression 

by the gender and educational field and the students’ educational field and the comparison of both groups 

showed that the mean educational progression of girl students is higher than boys; also, the results of Schefe 

follow-up test (table 15-4) indicated that the degree of natural field students’ educational progression is higher 

in compare to mathematic field students.  

 
Table 10: results of Schefe follow-up test in the comparison of educational progression by the educational field 

Sig level  Deviation  

 

Mean difference (I-J) Field (J) Field (I)  Dependent variable  

0.558 0.40816 -0.4414 Humanistic  

 

Math  Educational progression   

0.001 0.35179 -1.3956* Natural    

 

Discussion and conclusion: 

The study of the present research showed that there is a significant difference between the moral 

intelligence and students’ educational progression. Today, the moral intelligence is felt in more organizations. 

And these organizations found that they have confronted with the moral intelligence of their staffs and the whole 

staffs never been trained in this field at all and now it is a terrible tangible problem among these staffs. So, it 

should be stated that the moral intelligence gets formed at childhood periods like other intelligences. The moral 

intelligence has been considered as the high ability of the righteous action. In the present study, it is concluded 

that when students have got better moral intelligence, they will get improved at their educational progression. It 

seems that in order to  improve in the educational progression, students should specify the wrong actions from 

true ones struggling to fulfill their issues based on correct affairs; this makes them to be progressed in relation to 

educational progression. According to the fact that this has been carried out for the first time, other similar 

researches have been used in this relation. The evaluation of the similar studies in this field have shown that the 

results of Kamkar et al research titled ‘’the study of intelligence status and its relationship with educational 

progression among fifth grade students as well as Hashemi et al research titled the study of intelligence 

relationship of eight-option of Gardner along with selecting the educational progression and Samari and 

Tahmasebi research titled the study of excitement intelligence and students’ educational progression are 

coincident with the results of the present study confirming the results of the present study. The present study 

showed that there is a positive significant relationship between the honesty and educational progression. By 

increasing the degree of honesty, the degree of the educational progression will also increase in this case. One of 

the confirming reasons of the hypothesis is subjected to the ability of listening of students to the words of their 

teachers speaking about the honesty and not telling lie. The experiences have shown that lazy students tell lie 

easily making excuses at their tasks. However, students with high honesty have more friends and other students 

respect and connecting them easily. The similar studies have also shown that the results of Ghorbani et al titled 

the relationship between personality trait with educational progression of nursing students of Ghazvin City are 

coincident with the results of the present study confirming the results of the present study as well. The present 

study showed that there is a positive significant relationship between the forgiveness and educational 

progression. Students with high forgiveness have better educational progression. Because cute students 

experience their own mistakes and they never look at their mistakes negatively. They never forget their friends’ 

mistakes to be forgiven and even never let their mistakes changed into the obsession. In fact, friendly relations 

influence on the educational progression. The evaluation of the research background in this field indicated that 
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the results of Yarmohammadian et al studies titled the relationship of bilateral friendship, acceptance of co-ages, 

self imagination and social adaptation are coincident with the educational progression of Isfahan third graded 

guidance school students confirming the results of the present study. The present study has shown that there is 

no found significant relationship between the responsibility and students’ educational progression. Before the 

supplementation of the study, it is expected that this hypothesis is accepted and there has been a significant 

relationship between the responsibility and educational progression but unfortunately it is not accepted in this 

regard. It is estimated that the students could not understand the questions of the research in this path. The 

evaluation of the research background carried out in this case have shown that the results of Mahmoodirad titled 

the role of communicative skills training and social problem solving has been important in optimizing the level 

of self esteem and its relationship with intelligent functions and students’ educational progression. The study of 

the research background carried out in this field has shown that the results of Dehshiri are coincident with the 

present study results by the title of the study of relationship between the excitement intelligence and the 

educational progression that these have shown that the role of compassion can be represented the significance 

issue. Yousefi and Khayer research results are coincident with the present study in relation to the evaluation of 

nominal deduction relationship, emotional consciousness and educational progression in a group of cute and 

normal students of Shiraz City and the results of the present research have been confirmed in this case. Also, the 

results of the present study showed that girls have got higher forgiveness in compare to boys. Also, students of 

mathematic field have lower responsibility than other fields.  

 

REFERENCES 

 

[1] Ebrahimi Shahin, 1996. study and comparison of moral growth between normal and girls with disorder 

ranging from 15-18 year old of Kerman City, a thesis for MA, Birjand University.  

[2] Burba Michele, 2005. keys of nurturing behavior and moral values among children and adolescents, 

translated by Farnaz Forood, Saberin Publication, autumn 2010.  

[3] Siadat Seyd Ali, Mokhtaripour Marzieh, Kazemi Iraj, 2009. relationship between moral intelligence and 

team leadership in educational and non-educational managers in terms of Isfahan medical sciences college, 

2008-2009, health management, period, 12(36): 61-69.  

[4] Azizi Shami Mostafa, 2008. an analysis of how moral intelligence change among children of pre school 

grades and fifth grades of Babolsar City.  

[5] Kazemi Yahya and Jaafari Nages, 2008. students’ creation inhibitors: features and teacher activities, 

seasonal magazine of Andishehaye novin, 4th period, 1-2: 177-192. 

[6] Karimi Yahya, 2010. study of moral intelligence on Tractor manufacturing company successful managers, 

Tabriz.  

[7] Mohammad Esmaieel Elaheh, 2005. study and comparison of normal and disordered adolescents’ moral 

growth in relation to exceptional children, 15, 5th year,  1: 16-19.  

[8] Mokhtaripour Marzieh and Siadat Seyd Ali, 2009. comparative study of moral intelligence dimensions in 

terms of scientists with Quran and prophecies, scientific seasonal magazine of psychology and Islamic 

thoughts, 3th year,  4: 97-118.  

[9] Wahidi Taghi, 2008. study and comparison of moral growth among normal and disordered girls ranging 

from 15-18 year old at Kerman schools.  

 

 

 

 


