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ABSTRACT 
 
 Climate change is one of the major global challenges and concerns to the world community due to its short 
and long term impacts on the environmental degradation. In this context, Bangladesh has been facing a great 
havoc for her existence in this land including health hazards, ecosystems and biodiversity loss etc. In order to 
address this issue, the Government of Bangladesh passed several environmental legislations including the 
Bangladesh Environment Conservation Act 1995; the Bangladesh Environment Conservation Rules 1997 and 
the Environment Courts Act 2000 etc. In the meantime, the Government has also ratified around 45 international 
treaties in protecting her environment as per the intergovernmental conferences held in the different places in 
the world including Stockholm, Rio, and Johannesburg etc. But these laws and policies are hardly implemented 
due to some technical constraints such as the non-coordination, absence of expertise, shortage of manpower, 
exploitation of natural resources etc. However, this study will examine the legal issues and policies pertaining to 
climate changes and its impacts in Bangladesh based on the primary and secondary sources consisting of 25 
respondents in different criteria such as lecturers, researchers, and common people etc.; at UKM Bangi, 
Malaysia. 
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Background 
 
 Climate justice is one of the global issues and 
concerns in the world. Its impacts are severe due to 
alarming to the existence of mankind on this 
earth.There are many responsible factors for climate 
changes in the world but mostly, the activities and 
industrialization of the developed countries are 
responsible for it in the world. The climate change 
has changed on all time scales throughout earth 
history. There are strong indications that warmer 
climate, with greatly reduced global ice cover and 
higher sea levels, prevailed until around 3 million 
years ago. Since 1900, the average global 
temperature has increased by 0.74°C. Humans are 
further changing the climate by their actions, 
especially through emissions of greenhouse gases, 
particularly carbon dioxide (CO2) which artificially 
warms the earth’s atmosphere. The burning of fossil 
fuels is largely to blame. Climate change will 
increasingly cause storms, droughts, floods and fires 
and have a severe impact on food production, water 
availability and ecosystems such as forests and 
wetlands. A major concern is how rapid climate 
change will magnify existing environmental stresses 
and contribute to food insecurity, conflict over 
resources, and loss of livelihood for millions of 

people.According to Achim Steiner, UN Under-
Secretary General and Executive Director, UNEP 
once said that three years ago in 1997, the 
intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 
Assessment Reports provided the world with 
conclusive proof that humans are altering the climate 
[16]. The developing countries in the process of the 
UNFCCC negotiations have experienced great 
difficulty in implementing decisions and policies at 
the country level.  
 Bangladesh is not an exception to it as a member 
of the global family. The vulnerability and adaptation 
to the adverse impacts of climate change are the most 
crucial concerns for Bangladesh.It is is not only 
major environmental issue but also a major economic 
issue. The fast growing climate change impact will 
have devastating effect on global economy, and the 
most affected will be the developing nations because 
climate change effect will limit their long-term 
economic growth.According to Ben Olken, a 
professor of economics at MIT, believes that the 
global temperature increase will have particularly 
negative impact on poor developing countries 
including Bangladesh, not just because of damage 
done to the agriculture by frequent droughts but also 
because this will lead to major decrease in 
investment, political stability and industrial output. It 
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also has to be added that this study does not include 
all the possible issues that could be generated by 
long-term climate change, such as rising oceans, 
floods or increased storms etc. 
 In Bangladesh, it is quite true and the frequent 
occurrence of extreme weather events such as the 
floods and tropical cyclones in the county. To many 
across the globe, Bangladesh is known as one of the 
most vulnerable countries under climate change.  
Some studies are also done in this regard. Most of the 
adverse effects of climate change will be in the form 
of extreme weather events, while water-related 
hazards such as flood, drought, salinity, bank 
erosion, and tidal bore are likely to exacerbated, 
leading to large scale damages to crops. 
Vulnerability and adaptation to the adverse impacts 
of climate change are the most crucial concerns. 
Most of the approaches towards tackling the threats 
of climate changes focus on the scientific and 
technological aspects of the problem, ignoring the 
social issues. The Climate Change Report namely, 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) is one of the most comprehensive facts 
finders in this regard [11]. 
 In order to address globe changes, around 25 
International initiatives including the Kyoto protocol, 
the UNFCCC, the IPCC, the Copenhagen accords 
etc.; have been made but of no effects due to 
noncompliance of the international environmental 
law and policy including the lack of weak 
enforcement mechanisms and also non-binding force 
of the international treaties, convention, protocols 
etc. 
 In addressing the climate changes in 
Bangladesh, the government has passed several 
important environmental laws and policies such as 
the ‘Bangladesh Environment Conservation Act 1995 
and the Bangladesh Environment Conservation Rules 
1997 and the Environment Courts Act 2000; the 
Environment Policy and Action Plan 1992etc. In 
addition, the Government also has been working with 
the international community and has already 
ratifiedaround 45 international treaties in protecting 
the climate changes. 
  But these laws and policies are not properly 
implemented and executed due to some technical 
constraints such as the non-coordination, absence of 
expertise, shortage of manpower, exploitation of 
natural resources etc.  
 These problems should be solved immediately 
based on the Climate Change Report namely; the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [11]. 
 
Literature Review: 
 
 In order to draw a conceptual framework for this 
study, we need to discuss the relevant literature in 
this regard as follows: 
 Most of the authors greed and discussed that 
there are numerous direct and indirect impacts of 

climate changes on this earth that may affect the 
environment, human rights, sustainable development, 
health, ecosystems, biodiversity, vulnerable 
communities’ natural habitats degradation and loss, 
rising of sea level, droughts, loss of the world planet 
and animal species etc.  
 They also agreed that there are some responsible 
factors such as over population, poor management 
techniques, overexploitation, global environmental 
pollution, species migration, extinction rates, land 
use pattern and practices etc. In order to address 
these issues, we need to make global agreement, 
global collaboration with the civil society and the 
government, supporting to UNFCCC and its bodies,  
ensuring the UN financing mechanisms on mitigation 
and adaptation equitably, incorporating gender 
equality and equity principles, capacity building at 
global, regional and local level to design and 
implement gender responsive climate change 
policies, strategies’ and programmes, establishing a 
network for learning knowledge exchange and 
advocacy on gender and climate change etc. 
 Ban Ki-moon, the secretary-general urges richer 
nations for contributing multi-billion dollar fund to 
help the poor countries in this world in order to cope 
with the global warming. He also urged all 
governments to formally sign on to the Copenhagen 
accord by registering their support’’ through the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. He also added that the developed countries 
will finance a10 billion dollars a year, three year 
program starting in 2010 for funding the developing 
nations’ projects dealing with drought, floods and 
other impacts of climate change, and to develop 
clean energy. He added that we need to share our 
resources to cope with the environmental changes. 
 The global environmentalist and actors such as 
the IUCN, the WWF, the Interoperation and the UN 
Specialized Agencies including the UNDP, FAO, 
GTZ  etc.; been playing critical role on the climate 
change issues [17].The Role of UNEP has been 
dealing with the Climate Change since its inception 
as a part of the environmental law responsibilities. 
They are caring for the environment by inspiring, 
informing, and enabling nations and peoples to 
improve their quality of life without compromising 
that of future generations based on their projects and 
commitments to the mankind [17]. It has several 
functional programmes such as early warning and 
Assessment, Environmental Policy Implementation, 
Environmental Law and Conventions etc. Some 
publications are made based on the promoting the 
progressive development and implementation of 
environmental law, responding the environmental 
challenges, in particular by supporting States and the 
international community in strengthening their 
capacity, developing and implement legal 
frameworks; and supporting the implementation of 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) by 
parties, and facilitate interlink ages and synergies, 
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while respecting the legal autonomy of MEAs and 
the decisions taken by their respective governing 
bodies etc. The World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) is a notable in this regard. The UN system's 
authoritative voice on the state and behavior of the 
Earth's atmosphere, its interaction with the oceans, 
the climate it produces and the resulting distribution 
of water resources. The WMO has a membership of 
189 Member States and Territories (on 4 December 
2009). It originated from the International 
Meteorological Organization (IMO), which was 
founded in 1873. Established in 1950, WMO became 
the specialized agency of the United Nations in 1951 
for meteorology (weather and climate), operational 
hydrology and related geophysical sciences. As 
weather, climate and the water cycle know no 
national boundaries, international cooperation at a 
global scale is essential for the development of 
meteorology and operational hydrology as well as to 
reap the benefits from their application. WMO 
provides the framework for such international 
cooperation. 
 The IUCN has been dealing with the world 
conservation including global climate change. 
Climate change is one of the core issues of the 
IUCN. For biodiversity, as well as for climate 
change, energy, livelihoods and economics, the 
IUCN supports the development of science and 
knowledge; brings together people and organizations 
from all sectors and countries to find pragmatic 
solutions; and helps develop and implement policy, 
laws and best practice. On the other hand, the WWF 
International has been working same as the IUCN. Its 
main aim is to stop the degradation of the planet’s 
natural environment and to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving 
the world’s biological diversity; ensuring that the use 
of renewable natural resources is sustainable and the 
promoting the reduction  
 In the US context, the present Obama 
government are committed to climate change and 
they are not gonging compromise anything with t it. 
They are going to revise their policies as well 
pertaining to climate changes in the US and the rest 
of the world as well. Their EPA is quite active in this 
regard. 
 On Sunday, February 17th, 2013, more than 
40,000 people gathered under a Largest Climate 
Rally in US History to call President Obama to lead 
on climate. CIEL partnered with more than 170 
organizations for this effort. Environmental leaders, 
advocates, Indigenous Peoples, children, elders and 
all those in between came from across the country to 
send the message that it’s time to move Forward on 
Climate. The rally serves as a powerful call for 
leadership at the start of President Obama’s second 
term, and we’ll continue to ask for your help as 
together we hold the United States accountable to its 
obligation to lead on climate change. 

 The US Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia heard arguments in CIEL v US Trade 
Representative - a case that gets to the very heart of 
the Freedom of Information Act which have 
profound implications for the government's ability to 
protect human health and the environment.  
 They are working on Earth justice and added 
that “Transparency and public participation are 
hallmarks of democracy. 
 The United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) Governing Council (GC) held a historical 
session with universal membership, after the Rio+20 
UN Conference on Sustainable Development.  The 
27th GC made important strides in advancing a 
human rights-based approach.  Non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) across the world will be 
communicated on climate change issues. 
 In the South Asian context, they have adequate 
laws and policies but their enforcement and 
implementation is a major problem. For example, 
Malaysia, they have passed several items such as the 
National Forestry Policy, the National Agricultural 
Policy’s (1992-2010), the National Mineral Policy 
(NMP), the Mineral Development Act 1994, the 
National Policy on Biological Diversity, the National 
Coastal Zone Management Policy and the National 
Policy on the Environment etc. They have some 
important legislations such as the Environmental 
Quality Act 1974, the Protection of Wildlife Act 
1972, the Fisheries Act 1985, the National Forestry 
Act 1984, the National Parks Act 1980, the Town 
and Country planning Act 1976 Act 172, the Land 
Conservation Act 1960, the International Trade in 
Endangered Species Act 2008, the Bio safety Act 
2007, the Animals Act 1953, the National Heritage 
Act 2005 ACT 645 and Protection of New Plant 
Varieties Act 2004 etc. 
 In the Canadian legal system, the Kyoto Protocol 
is a binding international agreement reached in 
Kyoto, Japan, in 1997,   in which developed 
countries agreed to set limits on the greenhouse gas 
emissions that cause climate change. Canada was one 
of the first signatories and ratified the Protocol in 
2002.  In 2005, the Liberal government proposed an 
implementation plan, but the bill had not passed 
when the Conservatives won a minority government 
in the 2006 federal election. The Parliament adopted 
the Kyoto Protocol Implementation Act, 2007 despite 
Conservative objections. The KPIA requires Canada 
to develop a plan to comply with the Protocol and to 
publish annual progress reports. In September 2007, 
environmental group Friends of the Earth (FOE) 
launched a lawsuit seeking an order that our 
government comply with the KPIA.  In 2008, the 
Federal Court of Canada decided that this wasn’t 
their job. It’s “not justiciable,” i.e. not a matter for 
the courts, they said: climate change is too 
complicated and political. In 2009, the Federal Court 
of Appeal agreed, dismissing FOE’s appeal. But in 
the US courts in the United States? Two major U.S. 
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courts of appeal decided last year that climate change 
is justiciable; it is simply the application of existing 
legal principles to new facts. Courts have a long 
tradition of adapting the law to complex new social, 
economic and scientific facts. In Connecticut v. 
American Electric, the Second Circuit held that 
nuisances caused by climate change are justiciable 
and permitted eight U.S. states, the City of New 
York, and three land trusts to sue the five largest 
coal-fired electrical-generating companies. In Comer 
v. Murphy Oil, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that victims of hurricane Katrina can sue major 
oil companies for their contributions to climate 
change and its impact on their disaster. In a related 
case, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has already 
been held liable for their contribution to the flooding 
of New Orleans (Canadian position, 2010). 
 Some authors have addressed the issues as 
Thomas J. Crowley (2000) discussed the cause of 
climate change over the past 1000 years and added 
that recent reconstructions of Northern Hemisphere 
temperatures and climate forcing over the past 1000 
years allow the warming of the 20th century to be 
placed within a historical context and various 
mechanisms of climate change to be tested. 
Comparisons of observations with simulations from 
an energy balance climate model indicate that as 
much as 41 to 64% of preanthropogenic (pre-1850) 
decadal-scale temperature variations were due to 
changes in solar irradiance and volcanism. 
 O. Hoegh-Guldberg1, P. J. Mumby and others. 
(200) reviewed the present future scenarios for coral 
reefs that predict increasingly serious consequences 
for reef-associated fisheries, tourism, coastal 
protection, and people. As the International Year of 
the Reef 2008 begins, scaled-up management 
intervention and decisive action on global emissions 
are required if the loss of coral-dominated 
ecosystems is to be avoided. 
 Parry, Martin, Osvaldo Canziani and others 
(edited). Climate Change [5]: Impacts, Adaptation 
and Vulnerability, deals with the to provide the world 
community with the most up-to date and 
comprehensive scientific, technical and socio-
economic information about climate change. 
 Alley, R.B., J. Marotzke and W.D. Nordhaus [2] 
deals with the large, abrupt, and widespread climate 
changes with major impacts have occurred 
repeatedly in the past, when the Earth system was 
forced across thresholds. Although abrupt climate 
changes can occur for many reasons, it is conceivable 
that human forcing of climate change is increasing 
the probability of large, abrupt events etc. 
 Alastair Cameron [4] deals with the climate 
change that has emerged as a new area of legal 
practice in New Zealand. The recent move to 
implement significant domestic regulation to combat 
climate change presents a range of new regulatory 
and commercial legal issues on which lawyers are 
being asked to advice. This is particularly the case 

with the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme 
(NZ ETS), which affects nearly every household and 
business in New Zealand. At the same time, the 
impacts and implications of climate change generally 
present new legal issues.  
 
Results and Discussion  
 
 This burning issuecan be discussed under the 
principles of the national and international soft laws 
and policies dimensions related to human rights and 
environmental development context. It also includes 
constitutional mandates and the principles of the 
judicial precedent. Moreover, national, international 
and international intergovernmental environmental 
NGOs have been playing critical on the climate 
justice for the people around the world.   
 Once Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary 
General and Executive Director, UNEP said that 
three years ago in 1997, the intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change’s Fourth Assessment Report 
provided the world with conclusive proof that 
humans are altering the climate. 
 This issue slightly have been addressed in the 
international context. 
 
Adaptation and Climate Change: 
 
 Adaptation refers to Adjustments in ecological, 
social, and economic systems in response to the 
effects of changes in climate. It requires flexible 
management practices to enhance the inherent 
adaptability of species and habitats and reduce trends 
in human induced pressures that may increase 
vulnerability to climate variability and change. There 
are some requirements for an adaptive capacity as 
follows: 
 To improve access rights and access 

mechanisms to resources. 
 To support social, gender, and intergenerational 

equity in the distribution of resources and 
benefits. 

 To improve education and information with 
respect for local knowledge, cultures and 
benefits. 

 To secure adequate living standards 
infrastructure, job opportunities, access to new 
technologies, health, education, leisure 
opportunities. 

 To identify and value forest resources as 
accurately as possible and compensate forest 
communities as stewards, ensuring a sustainable 
outflow of resources.  

 To diversify mountain farmer’s income around 
different forest products e.g. rural tourism to 
provide complementary benefits and working 
opportunities all year round, while guaranteeing 
sustainable harvesting. 
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 To strengthen and innovate traditional agro-
forestry systems and promote the multi-
functional role. 

 To maintain viable forest communities and 
improve competitiveness of rural areas etc. 

 
The Role of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): 
  
 The United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change is an international environmental 
treaty produced at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED), 
informally known as the Earth Summit, held in Rio 
de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992. The parties 
agreed in general that they would recognize common 
but differentiated responsibilities with greater 
responsibilities for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions in the near term on the part of the 
developed countries. The objective of the convention 
is to reduce the atmospheric concentrations of 
greenhouse gases with the goal of preventing 
dangerous anthropogenic interference with Earth’s 
climate change system. The members for the 
convention are three categories such as Industrialized 
Countries, the Developed and the developing 
Countries. Its main purpose is to avoid restrictions on 
their development, because emissions are strongly 
linked to industrial capacity. It is a fact that this 
treaty doesn’t set mandatory limits on greenhouse 
gas for individual countries, no enforcement 
mechanisms, legally non-binding etc. That’s why; it 
is difficult to comply with its provisions in this 
regard. 
 
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete 
the Ozone Layer, 1987: 
 
 The Montreal Protocol is an international 
agreement to reduce globally the emission of 
substances, which is known as a harm ozone layer. It 
contains measures that impose obligation on State 
parties to reduce production and consumption of 
ozone depletion substances and to prohibit 
restrictions on trade in these substances between 
innovative approaches to the issue of enforcement, 
adding incentives approach to the issue of 
enforcement and adding incentives for countries to 
join the agreement. 
 The ozone layer lies in the atmosphere that 
reduces the amount of ultraviolet radiation from the 
sun that reaches earth. Such radiation damages 
genetic material causes skin cancer inhuman and kills 
some organizations, such as tiny plants that float near 
the surface of the sea and produce much of our 
oxygen. The ozone depleting substances such as 
chlorofluoro carbons (CFC), Nitrous oxide, and 
ozone, carbon dioxide, methane and halos etc., is 
very dangerous to mankind. The depletion of ozone 
layer is caused by the anthropogenic emission of 

certain gases particularly chlorofluorocarbons and 
halons. When they reach the ozone layer, they are 
exposed to ultraviolet rays and break down releasing 
free chlorine from CFC and bromine from halons, 
which break up the ozone molecular deplete the 
ozone layer. The size of the area of depleting is 
significant and has increased for a million or so 
square kilometres. It is a protocol that deletes the 
ozone layer for the protection and conservation of the 
environment and development. 
 
Objectives: 
 
There are some objectives such as:  
 To protect the ozone layer from the adverse 

effects 
 To make aware of the potentially harmful impact 

on human health and the environment through 
modification of the ozone layer 

 To protect human health and the environment 
against adverse effects resulting or likely to 
result from human activities which modify or 
likely to modify the ozone layer 

 To co-operate in observation, research and 
information for the better environment from 
modification of the ozone layer 

 To take appropriate measures in the formation of 
the policies or strategies in implementation of 
the conservation and protocol and so on in the 
national and international level to stabilize the 
global temperature at an acceptable level. 

 To regulate the levels of greenhouse gases 
concentration in the atmosphere, so as to avoid 
the occurrence of climate change at a level that 
would impede sustainable economic 
development. 

 
Functions: 
 
 The most important function of the protocol is to 
encourage the development function of the State 
alternative substance as a replacement for the ozone 
depleting CFC and halons. The protocol confers 
special States on developing countries by providing 
facilities to meet the basic domestic needs of the 
developing countries. The parties under the protocol 
can get the trading facilities but on the other hand, 
the non-parties don’t get it. The Montreal protocol 
contains mechanism, which set forth the following 
mechanisms for the adjusting three critical variables 
for the protocol. 
 The ozone depleting rates for each substance 
 The consumption and production reduction rates 

for the parties and the addition to from the list of 
controlled substances in the protocol. 

 
 Besides, the Vienna Convention, 1995, the 
Montreal Protocol, 1987 and the Amendment and 
Adjustment to the Montreal Protocol, 1990 and the 
Copenhagen amendments and Adjustments to the 
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Montreal Protocol’1992 has contributed a lot in this 
regard.  
 The Convention and protocol require parties to 
facilitate and to encourage the exchange of scientific, 
technical, socio economic, commercial, legal 
information and to co-operate, inconsistency in their 
national laws in promoting the development and 
transfer of technology and knowledge. The original 
Montreal Protocol, 1987 provides co-operation, 
information exchange, and technical assistance for 
ensuring the development and environment of the 
countries. 
 
The Amendments and Adjustments of Montreal 
Protocol, 1992: 
 
 Each State party requires to take steps for 
ensuring the best available, environmentally safe 
substitutes and related technologies and 
expeditiously transferred to the developing country 
parties. This transfer should be under fair and most 
favourable conditions. The establishment of the 
multilateral fund could provide financial resources to 
meet the incremental costs for the developing 
countries. The protocol suggests for providing the 
technology, which shall be sustainable for the 
environment. 
 In a summary, it is said that the Kyoto Protocol 
of December 1997 contains more detailed obligations 

linked to the enumeration of greenhouse gases. There 
is no commitment is made in reducing the 
greenhouse gases by the developed countries. The 
Kyoto Protocol is based on the market based 
strategies and above all on trade logic to achieve its 
goal. It has highly been criticized as commercializing 
the atmosphere. The Kyoto Protocol establishes a 
direct link between the implementation of measures 
on emissions reduction and their consequences on 
international trade etc. The Kyoto Protocol is that it 
sets binding targets for 37 industrialized countries 
and the European community for reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The major 
distinction between the Protocol and the Convention 
is that while the Convention encouraged 
industrialized countries to become stable GHG 
emissions, the protocol commits them to do so. 
Regarding the Copenhagen conference, three key 
things that Copenhagen produced are such as raising 
climate change to the highest level of government; 
the Copenhagen Accord reflects a political consensus 
on the long term, global response to climate change 
and the negotiations brought an almost full set of 
decisions to implement rapid climate action near to 
completion and the Copenhagen ends with a political 
agreement to restrict temperature rise, reduce 
emissions and raise finance. 
 The study finds that there are some other climate 
change initiatives as follows: 

 
Initiatives Country Subject matter 

The Berlin Mandate 1995 Germany Concerns about the adequacy of country’s abilities 
to meet commitments 

The Geneva Mandate 1996 Switzerland Scientific bindings and harmonized policies 
The Kyoto Protocol 1997 Japan Kyoto protocols, emission of greenhouse gas 
The Buenos Aires 1998 Argentina Implementation of the Kyoto protocols 

The Bonn 1999 Germany Technical meeting 
The Hague 2000 Netherlands Non-compliance/financial grants 
The Bonn 2001 Germany Rejection of Kyoto protocol 

The Marrakech 2001 Morocco Operational details and settings 
The New Delhi 2002 India Operational details and settings 

The Milan 2003 Italy Operational details and settings 
The Buenos Aires 2004 Argentina Operational details and settings 

The Montreal 2005 Canada Intergovernmental issues on climate, action plan 
Nairobi 2006 Kenya Climate Tourists 
The Bali 2007 Indonesia Urgent implementation 

The Poznan 2008 Poland Principles for financing 
The Copenhagen 2009 Denmark Post Kyoto and Politically binding agreement 

The Mexico 2010 Mexico Forth coming 
The  Cape Town 2011 South Africa Forth coming 

Qatar and South Korea 2012 Qatar & South Korea Forth coming 

 
 In dealing with the climate change issue 
focusing on the women’s rights and participation, in 
the past three decades numerous international 
instruments have been generated to ensure gender 
equity and non-discrimination against women and to 
adopt measures related to sustainable development. 
They reflect the evolution of ideas and trends that 
guide the thinking and action of States, international 
organizations, academia and civil society. This 
includes declarations, convention, platforms, action 

plans, resolutions and agreements which are very 
critical on the climate justice.  
 There are some other important Initiatives such 
as the Beijing Platform for Action  Plan, the Fourth 
World Conference on Women, the World Conference 
on Human Rights, the Millennium Declaration 2000, 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, 1979, the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development, the  
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the 
UN Convention to Combat Dissertation etc.; in 
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protecting the negative impact on the climate 
changes at the home and abroad. 
 Many international intergovernmental 
organizations have been working in this regard. For 
example the Role of the UNITAR (United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research) is a critical on 
the climate change issue and they adopted the 
Climate Neutral Policy and Strategy 2008-2009 on 
December 2008 in order to move the UN System 
towards climate neutral operations over the next 
years.  This policy was adopted at a moment when 
more than 150 governments all over the world are 
moving for negotiating a new international 
framework agreement on Climate Change at the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference, Poznan 
December 2008. They are seeking to systematic 
reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and 
emphasized on the Enhancement of the technology-
supported learning, such as e-learning and video-
conference, is an important dimension of our strategy 
to become carbon neutral and can be an effective 
complement to traditional learning approaches, such 
as face to face training. The 2008-2009 policy states 
that the Institute will monitor and prepare annual 
inventories of its GHG emissions, take systematic 
steps towards reducing the emission per until of 
training delivered, and offset remaining emissions by 
purchasing offsets under the UN approved the Clean 
Development Mechanism. The Institute recognises 
and appreciates the support of the United Nations 
Environment Programme UNEP.  The UNITAR is 
working on the four issues such as the Environment, 
Governance, Peace Security and Diplomacy and 
Research. The Environmental issue is consisting of 
the four thematic areas such as the Chemical and 
Waste Management, Climate Change, Environmental 
Governance and Law and lastly the Biodiversity 
which are known as the training programs of the 
UNITAR.  
 
The Climate Change Program (CCP): 
 
 To enhance the capacity of government and civil 

society representatives in the developing world  
 To assist developing countries improve their 

participation in the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
process 

 To create and increase national, local and 
regional expertise 

 To address the state party’s capacity constraints. 
The Climate Change Programme is giving 
priority to Southern research institutions and 

NGOs that have expertise in the area of climate 
change. 

 To assists in enhancing or creating regional 
pools of expertise in the developing world, as 
well as strengthening the infrastructure for 
delivering capacity building activities and 
developing their human resources 

 To build capacity at the national and regional 
level 

 It promotes the work of partner organizations 
 To assists in their fundraising 
 To facilitate efficient and secure communication 

between partners.   
 
The Role of the Development Partners: 
 
 In Bangladesh, there are some national and 
international actors working as a development 
partners on climate justice in the country. Numerous 
governmental, intergovernmental, non-governmental 
organizations such as Grameen Bank, ASA, BRAC,   
BELA, the Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies 
(BCAS), the National Institute of Preventive and 
Social Medicine (NIPSOM), the Human Health and 
Climate Change Cell, the Department of 
Environment of the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests under the Comprehensive Disaster 
Management Programme CDMP of the GOB and the 
Bangladesh Metrological Department, and the WHO, 
MOEF, WB, ADB, CRED, UNDP etc.; have been 
working in the country. But unfortunately, the 
climate justice hasn’t been much done although the 
NGOs are critical on the climate changes in 
Bangladesh but the government’s initiatives are not 
friendly with the development and climate changes in 
Bangladesh (NGOs, 2013). For example, the World 
Bank and other related financial services banks are 
not happy with the current situation of Bangladesh. 
Moreover, the democracy is not friendly with the 
peoples in Bangladesh. Most of the civil servants are 
looking for powers.   In order to ensure the rights of 
the people in Bangladesh, the global communities 
both government and non-government organizations 
should come forward to working with us as a 
member of the global justice. For example, the global 
rights have been working in this regard (Global 
Rights, 2013) since its inception for the services of 
the mankind. 
 According to a research work made by the 
SEARO-WHO, 2006; DG-Health, 1996, 1997; 
MOEF, 2005; BBS, in 2005may be an example in 
this regard as follows: 

 
Table 1: Incidences Some Major Climate Sensitive Diseases during the last decades in Bangladesh. 

SL Disease Incidences Duration Average Incidences per year 
1 Diarrhoea 48,301,636 1988-2005 2841273 
2 Skin Diseases 23607833 1988-1996 2623092 
3 Malaria 1,018,671 1974-2004 33956 
4 Mental Disorders 201,881 1988-1996 22431 
5 Dengue 19830 1999-2005 3305 
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Table 2: Trend on Malaria Incidences since 1974. 
SL Year Incidences 
1 1974-1983 100000 
2 1984-1993 200000-300000 
3 1994-2003 400000-500000 

 
Table 3: Trend of Annual Average Minimum Temperature. 

SL Year Temperature 
1 1976-1980 20.8 
2 1981-1985 20.2 
3 1986-1990 20 
4 1991-1995 20.2 
5 1996-2000 20.6 
6 2001-2005 20.6 

 
Table 4: Percentage of Household respondents having response on possible reasons for Disease Incidences. 

SL Reason Diarrhoea 
Diseases 

Skin 
Diseases 

Malnutrition 
diseases 

Common 
Cold/fever/cough 

Typhoid Asthma 

1 Temperature 
Variation 

42.1 37.9 40.5 41.2 30.8 43.4 

2 Rainfall Variation 22.9 24.1 18.9 22.5 25.6 26.3 
3 Water Pollution 12.7 14.8 5.4 11.2 15.4 11.8 
4 Unplanned 

Sanitation system 
2.9 3.0 2.7 2.5 7.7 - 

5 During 
Hazard/disaster 

11.9 13.3 10.8 14.2 10.3 9.2 

6 Don’t know 3.6 3.0 8.1 3.8 5.1 3.9 
7 Others 3.9 3.9 13.6 4.6 5.1 5.4 

 
Table 5: Respondent’s Opinions about the Causes of Diarrhoea. 

SL Causes Percentage 
1 Hazard/disaster 12% 
2 Unplanned Sanitation System 3% 
3 Water Pollution 13% 
4 Rainfall variation 23% 
5 Temperature Variation 41% 
6 Others 4% 
7 Don’t Know 4% 

 
Table 6: Respondent’s Opinions about the Causes of Skin Diseases. 

SL Causes Percentage 
1 Hazard/disaster 13% 
2 Unplanned Sanitation System 3% 
3 Water Pollution 15% 
4 Rainfall variation 24% 
5 Temperature Variation 38% 
6 Others 4% 
7 Don’t Know 3% 

 
Impacts of Climate Change over the yearwise and the Flood Affected Areas in Bangladesh since 1954-1982 

Year Flood Affected Areas% 
1954 25.64 
1955 35.21 
1956 24.74 
1960 19.86 
1961 20.04 
1962 26 
1963 29.97 
1964 21.67 
1965 19.80 
1966 23.39 
1967 17.87 
1968 26 
1969 28.89 
1970 29.61 
1971 25.33 
1972 14.44 
1973 20.76 
1974 36.61 
1975 11.52 
1976 19.73 
1977 8.71 
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1978 7.52 
1980 22 
1982 2.19 
1983 7.72 
1984 19.66 
1985 7.93 
1986 3.19 
1987 39.92 
1988 84 
1989 6.2 
1990 2.4 
1991 19 
1992 1.4 
1993 20 
1994 0.2 
1995 22 
1996 24 
1998 68 
1999 22 
2000 24 
2001 2.8 
2002 10 
2003 14 
2004 36 
1954 25.64 
1955 35.21 
1956 24.74 
1960 19.86 
1961 20.04 
1962 26 
1963 29.97 
1964 21.67 
1965 19.80 
1966 23.39 
1967 17.87 
1968 26 
1969 28.89 
1970 29.61 
1971 25.33 
1972 14.44 
1973 20.76 
1974 36.61 
1975 11.52 
1976 19.73 
1977 8.71 
1978 7.52 
1980 22 
1982 2.19 

 
The Role of the Environmental Law and Policy in 
Bangladesh: 
 
 In order to improve this situation, the 
government has already set out a plan under the 
environmental policy in Bangladesh in 1992. It is 
said that the existence and progress of life on earth 
depend on nature and environment. In recent time, 
gradual degradation of the natural environment has 
posed a serious threat to the existence of all living 
beings and to the progress of human civilization. In 
view of the various adverse impacts on environment, 
the Government of Bangladesh has attached special 
importance to its protection and improvement. A 
number of environmental problems, which inter-alia 
include natural disease life recurrent floods, 
droughts, cyclone, tidal bores etc., primary signs of 
desertification in the northern districts, intrusion of 
salinity in the rivers, land erosion, fast depletion of 

forest resources, instability of the weather and 
climatic conditions etc.; are prevalent in the country. 
Against this backdrop, the Government has 
established the Ministry of Environment and Forest 
and upgraded the Department Of Environment (DoE) 
in order to co-ordinate and supervise the activities 
concerning protection and improvement of the 
environment Simultaneously, major problem related 
to environment pollution and degradation have also 
been clearly identified. 
Environmental Policy, 1992: 
 
1) To maintain ecological balance and overall 

development through protection and 
improvement of the environment 

2) To protect the country again natural disaster: 
3) To identify and regulate activities which pollute 

and degrade the environment: 
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4) To ensure environmentally sound development 
in all sectors: 

5) To ensure sustainable, long term and 
environmentally sound use of all national 
resources  

6) To actively remain associate with all 
international environmental initiatives to the 
maximum possible extent. 

 
Health & Sanitation Policy: 
 
1) Prevent activities, which are harmful to public 

health in all spheres, including development 
activities in the country. 

2) Integrate environmental concerns into the 
National Health Policy. 

3) Incorporate environmental issues in health 
education curriculum. 

4) Develop healthy environment in the rural and 
urban areas. 

5) Ensure healthy workplace for workers. 
 
 In addressing the climate change issues in 
Bangladesh, the existing environmental laws and 
policies are critical. In Bangladesh, around 200 laws 
related to environment in Bangladesh. But there are 
some problems in its implementation that may have 
some relevancy with the statement with Hunter as 
follows: 
 
Once Huntter put it thus: 
 
 “Enforcing the law’ to an environmental health 
officer means securing compliance with the law 
through persuasion and advice, rather than the 
apprehension and subsequent punishment of 
offenders. The law is regarded as a means to an end 
rather than an end in itself and officers consider 
themselves to be delivering a service both to the local 
community-by promoting and maintaining a required 
standard of public health- and, in some respects, to 
be regulated-by advising them on how best to attain 
these standards, rather than being members of an 
industrial policies force. 
 
The Role of the Environment Court in Bangladesh: 
 
 The Environment Court in Bangladesh has been 
critical on the climate justice by protecting the 
environment and environmental resources based on 
the enacted the Environment Court Act, 2000. There 
is no way to disturb and destroy the environment.  
This Act is basically based on the Bangladesh 
Environment Conservation Act, 1995 and the 
Bangladesh Environment Conservation Rules, 1997. 
The Environment Court shall dispose of the offences 
under committing the environmental laws for 
conserving and maintaining the natural environment 
in Bangladesh i.e. the functions of the environmental 
court Act is limited with the natural environment. It 

is not limited within the social environment, although 
these two environments are closely connected. The 
environmental court is a mechanism to protect the 
natural environment so that the human being or any 
other being cannot affect the environment directly or 
indirectly. The objective of the environmental court 
Act is to execute the objectives of the Bangladesh 
Environmental Conservation Act, 1995 and its Rules, 
1997.So; it is required to present the objectives of the 
environment Act, 1995. The objectives of this Act 
are the conservation of the environment, promotion 
of the environment and control through mitigation of 
the pollution of the environment in Bangladesh. 
 
The Role of Constitutions: 
 
 The constitution safeguards the people’s rights 
including the climate justice based on the 
fundamental rights, state policy, environment, 
administration etc. Climate change is a constitutional 
right as guaranteed in the many constitutions in the 
world. Bangladesh is not an exception to it. 
 For example, the 1978 Constitution of Sri Lanka 
requires the State to protect, preserve and improve 
the environment including climate justice for the 
benefit of the community [Article 27(14)]. The 
exercise and enjoyment of rights and freedoms are 
inseparable from the performance of duties and 
obligations and accordingly it is the duty of every 
person in Sri Lanka to protect nature and conserve its 
richness [Article 28 (f)]. But it is extremely regret 
that there is no article of our constitution as of those 
countries. Moreover, the Supreme Court of 
Bangladesh delivered some important case laws 
regarding the protection of the environment. In the 
light of Bangladesh constitution, some articles of the 
constitution may be amounted as to protection of the 
environment. These provisions are directly or 
indirectly related to the climate justice. The objective 
of the constitution is to bring about social and 
economic justice for all. It has also undertaken to 
ensure human rights, education for all, dignity of 
man and freedom from social, economic and political 
oppression and injustice. The constitution seeks to 
secure to all citizens “justice, liberty of thought, 
expression, belief, faith and worship, equality of 
status and of opportunity and to promote, among 
them all, fraternity, assuring the dignity of the 
individual and the unity and integrity of the nations.” 
The fundamental principles of State Policy and 
articles of 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 
31, 32, 36, 42, 44, 47 and 102 are quite relevant in 
line with the climate justice for Bangladesh. 
 
The Role of Judiciary in Bangladesh: 
 
 Right now, the judiciary in Bangladesh became 
active in protecting the environment including 
climate changes in Bangladesh. Some important 
judgments on the different issues on the environment 
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have already been made by the Supreme Court of 
Bangladesh as well as the Environment court in 
Bangladesh. They are working under their 
constitutional obligations. They may also exercise 
their jurisdiction under the fundamental rights as 
conferred by part -III of the constitution based on the 
public interest litigation. The concept of public 
interest litigation as has been emerged into the 
judicial administration of Bangladesh which is yet to 
assimilate into the concept of justice guaranteed by 
the Constitution.The Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (BELA) has been leading on 
the Public Interest Litigation movement in 
Bangladesh which as a part of the climate justice. In 
order to address the climate justice, the following 
rights have to be made for the people of Bangladesh: 
 
1) To ensure public health in all aspects through all 

the obstruction such as emitting air pollution, 
public and private nuisance 

2) Free Environment and establish human rights 
through all obstacles  

3) To ensure social justice for the vulnerable 
groups from the hands of elite classes 

4) Enforcement of human rights under 
constitutional obligation 

5) To establish environment balance for keeping 
nature and natural beauties 

6) Keeping up the provision of the Constitution 
relating to environmental obligation for ensuring 
human rights 

7) To keep the human habitation free from 
pollution 

8) Laws relating to air pollution for maintaining 
ecological balance from the imbalance 

9) Pollution Free Environment for establishing 
human rights 

10) Enforcement of environmental issues should be 
implemented through Public Interest Litigation 

11) To have respect international laws including UN 
charter and other treaties, conventions and 
protocols in ensuring constitutional rights for 
establishing human rights 

12) Constitutional obligation of the executives 
13) Malafide exercise of the powers and functions 

by the concerned authority 
14) Maintaining equal rights and ensuring the rule of 

law 
15) To have respect on the common people interests 
16) Filling the petitions on behalf of the helpless 
17) Action to be taken with a view to building up the 

habitable world 
18) To keep the environment free from pollution 
19) To keep the status of the human rights 
20) Acts to be done for the nations building not for 

the personal interests. 
 
Case Study: 
 
 Most of the respondents highlighted the 

following issues for addressing the climate changes 
in Bangladesh: 
1) To solve the overpopulation through education 

with employment at the abroad.   
2) To improve the law and order situation 
3) To develop the infrastructure 
4) To revise the country with the ICT instruments 
5) To develop the local government systems 
6) To decentralize the local government laws and 

policies 
7) To improve the Indo-Bangladesh and bordering 

countries relationship 
8) To emphasize the Islamic law 
9) To eliminate corruption 
10) To introduce Ombudsman at all levels with full 

jurisdictions 
11) To ensure the democracy and the judiciary  
12) To ensure complete independence  of the Ant-

Corruption Commission  
13) To ensure human rights commission 
14) To ensure the international norms and 

obligations  
15) To empower the civil society funded by the 

direct supervision of the foreign donors for the 
services of the mankind etc. 

 
Recommendations: 
 
 From the above study and practical experiences, 
the following recommendations have been made: 
1) To prove the Health professionals on climate 

change and its impacts on human health to deal 
with future adversity. 

2) To eliminate poverty via global justice programs  
3) To implement the existing environmental laws 

and policies 
4) To work for the awareness programs on climate 

change impacts on human health that would 
build resilience of the community. 

5) To improve water supply and sanitation 
management. 

6) To ensure medical services at all levels strictly. 
7) To take steps for the Protection of Water 

Resources. 
8) To improve hygienic practices at individual and 

community level. 
9) To take initiate programs by both the 

Government and NGOs on water supply, 
sanitation and hygienic practices. 

10) To ensure quality education at all levels. 
11) To implement the Ombudsman provision. 
12) To incorporate modern ICT based in the existing 

education policy. 
13) To teach moral and religious education 
14) To comply with State Laws and Policies. 
15) To implement the existing environmental laws. 
16) To ensure good governance at all levels. 
17) To push saline front towards the estuary. 
18) To implement the National Water Management 

Plan. 
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19) To address salinity in drinking water. 
20) To facilitate to increasing coverage of safe and 

non-saline water supply in the saline affected 
areas. 

21) To pay must pay attention the relevant national 
institutions towards surveillance and monitoring 
of salinity. 

22) To strengthen public health care systems. 
23) In order to clean and set the mechanisms for 

functioning in the country, we need dynamic 
leadership banked by the US troops for 10 years.  

24) To stop the dirty politics at all levels based on 
Act. It means that we need to pass laws to ban 
the dirty politics from the land.  

25) To maintain safety net program  
26) To enhance the international relationship based 

on the international humanitarian and human 
rights law context etc. 

 
Conclusion: 
 
 Climate justice is a global issue and this issue 
need to be addressed by the public international laws 
and policy. The global justice partners have been 
implementing many important initiatives to make 
justice to the people around the world. The study 
recommends that the each part of the international 
environmental law must implement the provisions of 
these laws. The international donor agencies must 
work with clean hands to improve the environment 
of the developing and under developing countries 
without any discrimination. The study also suggests 
that the each party must come forward with co-
operative attitudes to the implementation of the 
existing international humanitarian and human rights 
law under the public international law for our own 
existence in the earth, our home. Some 
intergovernmental organizations such as the 
UNITAR, UNDP, UNEP, WMO, FAO etc.; are 
working to the implementation of the objectives of 
the international commitments under the public 
international law. These organizations have been 
giving the technical supports and expertise in this 
regard. It enhances the capacity of government and 
civil society representatives in the developing world 
to assist developing countries improve their 
participation in the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change process. This 
organization achieves this mission through 
fundraising which enables its partners, especially 
regional centres of excellence to create and increase 
national, local and regional expertise. It addresses 
these capacity constraints. The Climate Change 
Programme is giving priority to Southern research 
institutions and NGOs that have expertise in the area 
of climate change. In order to face and adopt the 
climate change challenges, the decentralization of the 
administration with duties and responsible sensitive 
along with transparency and accountability, modern 
techniques and teachings including moral educations 

and bottom up approach etc.; is crucial. Moreover, 
the underdeveloped and developing countries need to 
be funded by the develop countries for the services of 
the mankind based on the intergenerational equity. In 
addition, the commitments of the parties of the 
conferences need to be implemented immediately as 
adaptation process. The international environmental 
laws (IEL) often raised as a question fact that it is 
legally non-binding which be reformed and please 
made binding to alls. In this regard, the International 
Environmental Courts under the strict laws and 
policy of the public international laws may be 
considered as a means of adaptation. The attitudes 
and the commitments should be highly professional. 
It is observed that most of the so called scholars of 
the developing and underdeveloped countries try to 
tell a lie with exceptions when the interest goes 
against them legally. This intendancy should be 
eliminated and of course avoided in all 
circumstances. In order to reduce the pressure on the 
under developed country’s carrying capacity, the 
required number of people may be sent to the other 
countries like Canada, America, Australia, New 
Zealand. These people will contribute a lot to that 
country as well as their own countries which saves 
the environment.  In Copenhagen Accord, in which 
Heads of State, Heads of Government, Ministers and 
other Heads of delegations stress the need to 
establish a comprehensive adaptation programme. 
The signatories agreed that enhanced action and 
international co-operation on adaptation is urgently 
required and that developed countries shall provide 
adequate, predictable and sustainable financial 
resources, technology and capacity-building to 
support the implementation of adaptation action in 
developing countries. Funding for adaptation will be 
prioritized for the most vulnerable developing 
countries such as the LDC S, SIDS and Africa. Your 
questions in this regard are not truly implemented by 
the competent authorities of the globe which need to 
be implemented immediately.  
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