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ABSTRACT 
 
 Cognition the competitive and comparative advantage for correct policy in guidance scarce economic 
resources to efficient sectors, it is necessary to achieve economic development and it makes up the basis growth 
planning. For this purpose, cognition the competitive and comparative advantage for correct policy is the 
requirements of the country. A true picture of the economic situation in Mazandaran province using scientific 
and quantitative indicators, investment opportunities will optimize not only the county, but the short-term and 
long-term effects they will insure. In this regard, this study examines the competitive and comparative 
advantage priorities of investment in the Mazandaran province examines their ranking. In this research the 
literature and research on the issue and also the research study, the main variables are identified. Data has been 
collected for the evaluation and measurement of variables from statistical Center of Iran, and organizations of 
different economic sectors and Using a questionnaire based on Likert scale equal. Indicators to help prioritize 
and emphasis on competitive advantage and has been identified using ISIC three-digit code number nine 
businesses that were among the 21 highest rated business. Then, with an expert questionnaire (Questionnaire II), 
the top economic experts about 9 activity was obtained based on FAHP model. The use of Expert Choice 
software and according to the second questionnaire (FAHP) couple is discussed and has prioritized investment 
in the Mazandaran province. The results show that the Mazandaran province administrative activities and 
services, construction, manufacturing, transportation and warehousing, and a competitive advantage based on 
the priorities for investment in the first to fourth priority. 
 
Key words: Mazandaran Province, Competitive and Comparative Advantage, Investment, Ranking, Fuzzy 

Analytic Hierarchy Process (FAHP) 
 
Introduction 
 
 Transparent and timely information is one of the 
most central and most fundamental factors in the 
development of any country. For example today 
tourism industry in a field of the interactions between 
the world is a category has been accepted and 
developed and developing countries, is considered 
the industry one of the axial approaches to creating 
sustainable employment, increase in per capita 
income and diversifying sources of income; The 
main requirements of this section is development of 
appropriate infrastructure among expansion of 
residential and catering units, communications 
transportation, hygiene and other products and 
services for tourists. Access to these areas depends 
on the login significant capital to develop its that use 
various tools of information should be provided 
context of domestic and foreign investment for its 
realization; So information dissemination and 
diffusion and clear information, up to date and the 
timely of capabilities, advantages, rules and 

regulations and investment opportunities is one of the 
important factors affecting in line retain and attract 
domestic and foreign investors inevitable. 
Globalization and necessary presence in global 
markets leads us to the fact that in the prioritization 
investments and resource allocation we note the 
capabilities and features of the province in the 
production of goods or services (Expertise 
production in the province). 
 On the other hand in the many countries; 
resources, capabilities and talents not only is varied 
and limited but distribution the sources within 
countries also does not comply of integration and 
assimilation model. Iran (in this study, the province 
is considered) also is among these countries. 
Different regions of the province relative to each 
other, are special features of natural extent, climate 
variability and different manpower capabilities. The 
differences refers to the fact that national planning 
authorities and provincial should at policymaking 
national economic development and provincial 
economy. Serious attention should be to subject 
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capabilities and capacities province in various 
activities and investment in the province are set to 
development activities that there are good grounds 
for production of goods and services (BALASSA, 
BELA, pp.99-123). 
 Therefore considering that risk and time in 
investment two basic factors are and necessary to 
utilize comparative and competitive advantages that 
government has put the province and also maximum 
use of natural resources according to competitive 
environment in international markets; for investment 
in province should be taken to investment based on 
comparative advantage and existing competitive. But 
indeed,Which of economic activities in Mazandaran 
province are higher priority than the other? Which of 
economic activity in the province causes the 
achieving macroeconomic objectives of the 
government? Decision making for investments, is a 
crossroads; on the one hand, problem is preservation 
original investment on the other acquire desired 
output. Indeed all our decisions are taken based on 
rate of efficiency and risk (Parsayyan; Jhankhany; p. 
20). On the other hand, globalization process and 
necessary presence in global markets leads us to the 
fact that in prioritization investments and resource 
allocation not only be given to the capabilities and 
local capabilities in production of goods or services 
(comparative advantage), but regional trade 
allocation (competitive advantage) also be 
considered (Senobar, 1380). 
 
Research hypotheses: 
 
 The assumptions In this study were based on 
research of motion, Due to the fact that investment in 
the province. These assumptions are as follows: 
 Creating and developing areas the Mazandaran 
province has a comparative advantage and 
competitive can be grounds for a constructive change 
In this area of the country it is possible to identify 
them using FAHP. 
 Priority in investment is better with industries 
that ,has been the greatest structural changes and has 
the export capabilities. 
 
Main questions: 
 
 What is the range of activities that have a 
comparative advantage and in what fields have a 
competitive advantage Mazandaran province? 
 How is to prioritize investment in the 
Mazandaran province based on comparative 
advantage and competitive advantage? 
 
Subsidiary questions: 
 
 What range of activities in the Mazandaran 
province with the highest and lowest relative 
advantage? 

 What range of activities in the Mazandaran 
province with the highest and lowest competitive 
advantage? 
 
Comparative Advantage: 
 
 Economic integration or trade liberalization has 
significant effects on situations location of economic 
activity. Differences in comparative advantage 
between countries not only identifies specific 
locations in the country,but leads to the formation of 
these situations Specialty within countries [24]. 
Comparative advantage was established by the 
English economist David Ricardo  and this theory 
was presented after Adam Smith's theory of absolute 
advantage  in the benefits of free trade, international 
topics. Comparative advantage is the ability of a 
country in the production and export commodity with 
relative cost less and cheaper price. This means that 
every country that has a comparative advantage In 
certain goods expertise will be production and 
exports its goods and against, goods which no 
comparative advantage in their,will arrive from other 
countries to be responsive need the applicant. If we 
accept this definition of comparative advantage, in 
that case there exports could be revealed comparative 
advantage in export goods and there imports 
represents the lack of comparative advantage in 
imported goods. But the nature of international trade 
statistics is such that experimental evaluation of the 
comparative advantage In terms of goods creates the 
problems. 
 Based on this information,in most countries, 
both exporters and importers of goods into a 
particular group the measurement of import and 
export is invalid as a direct indicator of relative 
advantage or disadvantage. Furthermore, the actual 
flows of international trade than commercial ideal 
conditions (patterns of comparative advantage in the 
trade) are very different and more complicated or 
cost considered in two ways: Actual and potential. 
potential relative advantage checks product relative 
advantage or specific part the time period and 
geographic boundaries defined, its production is 
realized as potential. On the other hand, the potential 
relative advantage checks relative advantage of 
goods or specific part the production for the period 
and defined geographic boundaries, Is not been 
achieved in practice but it can produce potentially. 
Also each of the two are calculated as nominal 
(current or monetary) and real, Mode (nominal) 
refers to the case that in calculations and reviews use 
of prevailing prices, the current market for factors of 
production (Including work capital, management, 
technology, currency, etc.) and goods, but in real 
mode use of actual prices (the price at the balance or 
prices under perfect competition) or shadow (prices 
that reflect the opportunity cost of lost goods or 
particular source) production factors and goods. 
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Thus, the four case studies of comparative advantage 
can be taken (relative advantage quad): 
 The Nominal of actual comparative advantage: 
Current price (status quo) and commodity production 
is attained at the boundary defined. 
 The actual real comparative advantage:The price 
is a shade or real (ideal situation) and manufactured 
goods is attained at the boundary defined. 
 Nominal potential of comparative 
advantage:Prices is current and production of goods 
has not been achieved in the defined boundary. 
 The true potential of comparative 
advantage:Prices are shadow or actual and 
manufactured goods are not realized in the defined 
boundary. 
 
 The fourth mode, the ideal situation of the 
conventional considers namely a situation in which a 
particular product or industry has the ability achieve 
it. Therefore, it is concluded that check comparative 
advantage fully cover the existing situation and the 
desired situation, and it is a tool available to policy 
makers, moved from the status quo to ideal situation. 
We can say that if the relative merits be identified 
correctly and also be realized in practice, 
development process including its economic 
development strategy, be included in the replace 
imports, encourage exports, or a combination of 
them, will be stable and fast. Also this identification 
is effective in reducing and eliminating problems 
such as balance of payments deficit, unemployment, 
and etc. also this identification is effective in 
reducing and eliminating problems such as balance 
of payments deficit, unemployment, and etc. The 
identify the relative merits,help secure and attractive 
factor will be for domestic and foreign investments. 
In fact, identify the relative merits of each region is 
better use of existing facilities the to accomplish this, 
be accelerated regional development. 
 
Competitive Advantage: 
 
 At textbooks strategy related to time Ackoff  and 
Andrews, shortcomings and ability of a particular 
agent defined but something is not stated about a 
competitive advantage of course Penrose, has noted 
on several competitive advantages. Ansoff the term 
has also been used but it only implies that what it 
needs firm to compete more effectively. In recent 
years,competitive advantage located in centre 
discussion competitive strategies and has been 
proposed much debate about a competitive 
advantage. However, the provide a precise definition 
it is difficult to competitive advantage. On the one 
hand, competitive advantage means yields are 
considered too common and on the other hand, 
competitive advantage has been linked to 
performance of capital markets and the 
expectations.But the most common definition of 
competitive advantage in the area of competitive 

strategy and expression can in terms of value 
creation, whatever causes income soar more than 
cost. Peteraf, defines competitive advantage maintain 
higher than normal income. In the opinion of 
Besanko, Dranove and Shanley (2000),If the firms, 
compared with an average interest rate of economic 
can achieve the higher rates of economic benefit in 
the same market,have a competitive advantage. 
 Saloner, Shepard and Podolny they stressed that 
competitive advantage often means that firm can 
produce services or goods that their customers are 
considered the value of goods or services produced 
by other competitors. On the other hand, Porter  
competitive advantage is considered in the 
framework of competitive strategy. His competitive 
strategy that sees the position of enterprises in the 
competitive environment. The goal of competitive 
strategy,market policy is through understanding and 
predicting economic factors especially behavior of 
other competitors. Competitive strategy,causes firms 
that produce a product not produced by 
competitors.Thus, competitive strategy, a strategy for 
the creation of imperfect competition. According to 
the Porter competitive advantage is in the centrality 
of competitive firms. He raises competitive 
advantage is the firm can provide valuable for 
customers of so that value created be higher than 
customer costs. According to Barney business when 
competitive advantage will experience activities in 
industry or market create economic value and small 
number of firms be engaged in similar activities. 
 
Materials and Methods 
 
 Fuzzy Analytical Hierarchy Process (FAHP) is 
one of the most comprehensive systems design 
decisions multiple criteria,because this technique 
makes it possible to formulate the problem 
hierarchical form and the it is possible to consider 
various quantitative and qualitative criteria in the 
problem . In addition,paired comparison is based on 
the facilitate judgments and calculations and shows 
compatibility or incompatibility of the decision the 
advantage of this technique is superior in multi-
criteria decision making . The method is presented 
according to human brain to analyze complex 
problems by Saaty. Calculation credit criteria,The 
following criteria and alternatives after determination 
numerical value importance of each criterion,the 
following criteria and alternatives by department of 
expert judgment, begins operation credit calculation 
for standardizing them. At this stage,using the 
arithmetic mean,the mean of each criterion and then 
the following criteria for each criterion was 
calculated and finally criteria and the following 
criteria the numerical value of 7 and higher have 
acquired measurement scale on the table will be 
selected as criteria, the following criteria and 
alternatives standardized. Table Criteria, The 
following criteria and the final alternative and 
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standardized at this stage, criteria and alternatives 
that have been able to achieve rating 7 out of 10as 
criteria, the following criteria and the final 
alternative are recorded in separate tables. The 
collection consists of basis data collected by the AHP 
and by the end of this stage, shall be terminated 
section drawing hierarchical tree. 
 Data collection after being recorded the 
following criteria standardized set the following 
criteria will be divided to two categories general the 
following criteria qualitative and quantitative. The 
following quantitative criteria,are the following 
criteria their data is be collected  the prices and real 
numbers.The following qualitative criteria,are the 
following criteria the only by understanding people's 
attitudes data, it can be achieved in order to collect 
qualitative data,drawing and its implementation is 
necessary three stages. The process is questionnaire 
design data collection,determine the sample and 
tables of paired comparisons. Questionnaire Design 
in this section use the following standards,will be 
designed questionnaire for data collection. In the 
questionnaire number of questions fits with number 
of criteria.Questions will be designed as comparison 
between each of the last level the following criteria 
and alternatives and respondents must answer 
accordingly .Questions will be designed as 
comparison between each of the last level the 
following criteria and alternatives and someone 
asked him a question must answer Accordingly. To 
the subjective perception of respondents than 
questions be close to each other provide good 
indicators would be appropriate related to following 
criteria  .  
 In this step,problem and objective decision is 
used the hierarchy of decision elements which are 

connected together. Decision elements is including 
"Deciding factor" and "Making choices. AHP 
requires breaking a problem with multiple indicators 
levels of the hierarchy . High level the main objective 
is to show the decision-making process . Second 
represents a major fundamental factors is (Which 
may more detailed sub-indices, and the next level is 
broken). The last level provides decision options. in 
other words, any time  the AHP use  as decision-
making tools, the group started to provide an 
appropriate hierarchy tree - confirms that the issue is 
under study- decision hierarchy, tree that according 
to topic under study is multiple levels. The first level 
the expression shows the decision tree is and the last 
level the variables are expressed as are compared  
together. 
 
Preferential judgments (paired comparisons): 
 
 The comparison between the different decision 
options,according to the Index and  making 
judgments about the importance of with paired 
comparisons,after making the design hierarchy, 
decision should to create complex matrix that as 
numerical relative importance or priority indicators 
relative to each other and each decision option are 
measured according to indicators than other options.  
The work be done with comparisons made between 
the two between decision elements (paired 
comparison) through assigning numerical scores the 
is indicative preference or importance between the 
decision element.  For this work usually used from 
options compared with the indices i th than options 
or parameters  j th the following table method of 
valuation indicators is shown with respect to the four 
criteria. 

 
Table 1: Valuation criteria over time. 

Preferred values Comparison of i to j Description 
1 Equal importance Option or the index i to j are equal or superior to no importance. 
3 Relatively more important Option or the index i to j is more important than quantity. 
5 More important Option or the index i is greater than j. 
7 Very important i have a lot more preferable is the index j. 
9 Quite important Option or the index i is absolutely more important than j and j are not 

comparable. 
2,4,6,8  Preferred values show the median values, for example, 8 shows the 

importance of more than 7 and less than 9 to i. 

 
Grouping of economic activities, ISIC: 
 
 Part of the differences in the design and 
reporting of statistical results at the national level and 
international is due to the lack of uniform definitions 
and concepts and classifications used at production 
statistics. The topic causes numerous problems like 
lack of flexibility and gathering statistics tab, 
interrupted time series waste of human and financial 
resources and ultimately reduce public confidence in 
the published statistics.  Hence, the international 

organizations for phenomenon of social, economic 
and cultural were prepared specific categories and 
use them has recommended to the member States. On 
the other according to growth of technology regional 
developments and international classification at 
specific time intervals while maintaining contact 
with earlier versions been reviewed and is presented 
the new version of them. International standard 
classification of economic activities ISCI is one of 
the standard categories. 
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Table 2: Economic activities are grouped according to ISIC. 
ISIC Revision.4 
(International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities, Rev.4)
A - Agriculture, forestry and fishing 
B - Mining and quarrying  
C - Manufacturing  
D - Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply
E - Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation activities 
F - Construction  
G - Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles 
H - Transportation and storage  
I - Accommodation and food service activities  
J - Information and communication 
K - Financial and insurance activities  
L - Real estate activities 
M - Professional, scientific and technical activities 
N - Administrative and support service activities 
O - Public administration and defense; compulsory social security 
P - Education 
Q - Human health and social work activities  
R - Arts, entertainment and recreation 
S - Other service activities 
T - Activities of households as employers; undifferentiated goods- and services-producing activities of households for own use  
U - Activities of extraterritorial organizations and bodies

Source: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regcst.asp?Cl=2&Lg=1&Top=1  

 
 International standard classification of economic 
activities,international reference classification of 
economic activities. The main objective of the 
integration of statistical reports for economic 
activity.  Since the original presentation of ISIC in 
1948, most of the world national classification of 
activities of Use and or their national classifications 
expanded  accordingly. So ISIC is an important tool 
for comparison, data on economic activity globally . 
Need for modern technology and new branches work 
international organization  new types of activities and 
the creation of new industries that challenge was 
facing suppliers and users of statistical information. 
Statistical community,in the section province 
Technology,includes all major industrial plants (10 
employees or more) the three-digit ISIC codes during 
the years 1379-1382,in the agricultural sector all 
agricultural activities the following sections 
agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry during 
the years 1379-1384 and in the service sector,service 
activities the three-digit ISIC codes in the years 
1379-1382. Information about industrial 
establishments and service activities is getting of 
statistical Center of Iran and agricultural sector 
Information of website of the Ministry of Agriculture 
statistics. Statistical community,for this questionnaire 
(questionnaire I & II) consists 150 cases active 
investors in Mazandaran province and also economic 
zones (special economic zone Amirabad) and also 
employed staff in various economic sectors and 
research organizations are working that be studied 
statistical sample of 50 members. 

 In the present study,to prioritize investment in 
the Mazandaran province used from fuzzy analytic 
hierarchy process FAHP.Tools for data collection in 
this study, is given the model and taking advantage 
of FAHP technique second questionnaire while used 
from the statistical centers in the country. Software 
used is for utilizing the techniques FAHP,expert 
Choice with this software and according to the 
second questionnaire (AHP) a couple of falls and 
prioritize investment is in the province. Should the 
AHP model FAHP,the rate adjustment, if 
inconsistency rate is less than 0.10 compatibility is 
acceptable comparisons otherwise, should be revised 
comparisons. 
 
Results and Discussion 
 
 Reliability of assessment tools reliability is a 
measuring instrument the be used similar conditions 
in another time and place give similar results . 
Factors such as reform is not defined and or they are 
not clear,not justify the interviewers,heterogeneity 
and homogeneity respondents conditions and 
questioning the field,appearance and internal tools 
and mismatch between the various stages of research 
process can affect the reliability and validity of 
assessment instruments. To calculate reliability of 
this research, using the software SPSS; of Cronbach's 
alpha coefficient was used [Skaran, pp. 380- 381] 
Cronbach's alpha general, is calculated using the 
following equations. 
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 So, k number of questions variance σ the 
variance of the i th;S variance of total general 
inquiries, C average covariance between questions 
and V are questions variance. The reliability of the 
questionnaire pursuant the Cronbach's alpha test. 
After entering the data the software SPSS; Alpha 
value was calculated was 85%that is an acceptable 
value. It can be concluded the survey questionnaire 
is have acceptable reliability. It is obvious the more 

Cronbach's alpha index is closer to one, internal 
consistency between questions is more and 
therefore will be more homogeneous questions. 
Cronbach's reliability coefficient of 45% proposed 
low 75% of the average and acceptable and 
coefficient of 95% high (Cronbach, 1951). 
Reliability and validity of results is by using SPSS 
software according to reliability in the following.

 
Table 3: Results of Reliability and Validity by using SPSS software according to reliability (scale: all variables). 

Case Processing Summary 
 N % 

Cases Valid 50 100.0 
Excludeda 0 0 

Total 50 100.0 
 

Reliability Statistics 
Cronbach's Alpha Cronbach's Alpha Based on Standardized 

Items 
N of Items 

0.85 0.83 42 

 
 In this section to evaluate the comparative 
advantage and competitiveness Mazandaran province 
and also for determination investment priorities in 
the province in different economic sectors is used 
hierarchical method of FAHP. In this study,important 
sector of the economy is studied in each of parts of 

the Mazandaran province. The Province consists of 
four parts; and hence given these differences, we 
found that in each section, which part of the 
economic pillars (The number 9 in economic activity 
detected) is priorities in economic development and 
for this purpose, used AHP method. 

 

 
 
Fig. 1: displays the hierarchy of research model. 
 
Identify advantages Mazandaran province: 
 
Comparative advantage index and competitive 
advantage: 
 
 Advantage and competitive advantage ratings 
were taken and analyzed by using questionnaire and 

based on a Likert scale of five animals each, by 
factors including competitive advantage and 
Mazandaran province and special Economic Zone 
Amirabad and related infrastructure, based on 
comments individuals complete the questionnaire. 
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Table 4: Competitive Advantage in Mazandaran province. 
Row Sub-indices Characteristic of competitive advantage 

1 Trading and transit to other countries Despite the Caspian littoral states (countries CIS) and key port Amirabad as 
one of the largest ports in the country 

2 Connect to mainland by overland Possibility of access to suppliers and customers (market) local and one of the 
closest provinces to Tehran (with a distance of approximately 250 km) and 

Anzali free zone (a distance of approximately 400 km) 
3 Exist a variety of routes, aerial,rayleigh 

and marine for transit of goods and 
passengers in the province 

Exist three free way with Tehran: Haraz,Chaloos and Firoozkooh, railway 
Mazandaran province to Tehran and Golestan provinces, three airport include 

Sari (International) in the East (province),Noshahr and Ramsar in west province 
and marine lines caspian Sea 

4 Exist agricultural products and crafts in 
Mazandaran province 

Crafts and various agricultural products in the Mazandaran province 

5 Exist natural resources in the province Natural resources such as forests, the beautiful coast of the Caspian Sea and 
near the largest oil and gas reserves of the Caspian Sea. 

6 Exist port facilities in the province in 
order to discharge and loading and storage 

of import and export goods 

Existing facilities in the Special Economic Zone and Amir Abad port integrated 
newly established with loading capacity and evacuation of 4 million tonnes per 

year (and rising to 10 million tons) 
7 Exist industrial towns in the province Access to different upstream and downstream industries 
8 Exist complex Commercial - 

Administrative 
Having  many commercial booths 

9 Other facilities and infrastructure Economic infrastructure (Such as insurance and banking) and infrastructure 
facilities (Water, electricity, gas and telephone) and also substrates required in 

the field of ICT, internet and intranet 
 
Table 5: Relative advantages in Mazandaran province. 

Row Sub-indices Characteristic comparative advantage 
1 Employment regulations (Labour Law) 

province particular 
Provisions easy toward labour law mainland for employers 

2 Ease Rules relating to the employment of 
foreign workers in the province 

Possible employment easier aliens in specific areas and ports 

3 Ability of ownership and company for 
foreigners and also possibility of 
participating of domestic and foreign 
investment 

Foreigners no need to Iranian partner as one hundred percent, can act toward 
company registration and activity. 

4 Exemption from tax 20year exemption from income tax and property 
5 Benefits of exports and imports There is no restriction to the clearance area and very low cost of goods re-

exported from the region 
Possible transit and re-exported goods without restrictions 

6  
Reducing Administrative bureaucracy 

Due to management under organizations Managing Director; aggregation 
departments in organizations and administrative and business processes leads to 
reduce Administrative correspondence. 

7  
 
 
Customs exemptions 

Customs exemption for log in manufactured goods, particularly in the area of 
port into the country the rate of surplus value. 
Exemption from payment of any customs duties and commercial benefit for 
imports of raw materials,machines and replacement parts for the area 
manufacturers. 
Possible transmission part of produced goods to Mainland without paying 
customs duties. 
Failure to pay customs duties in the case imports of goods from abroad into the 
area and of region to abroad 

 

 
 
Fig. 2: Implement research-based AHP model for competitive advantage and comparative advantage to 

determine priorities for investment in the Mazandaran province. 
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Conclusion: 
 
 According to the importance of prioritizing 
economic activities in determining the investment 
opportunities,in the present study,economic activities 
prioritize based on the three-digit ISIC codes by 
using indicators and competitive advantage and by 
using hierarchical method of FAHP. According to 
advantages and indicators in the province, 
administrative and service activities is a higher 
priority of course according to some services do not 
need a lot of financial resources and the high rate of 
unemployment among educated people, an economic 
activity is for employment among this group of 
people. On the other hand, special projects,scientific 
and technical activities also is with similar 
conditions;butis the lower priorities. The second 
priority is manufacturing activities,according to and 
competitive advantage, it is suggested activities 
should be considered to be possible export products 
to the countries around the caspian Sea and or if 
needed to raw materials or machinery, be possible 
allowing imports to the region until thereby be done 
optimal use and exploitation of customs advantage. 
Of course the above benefits also exploitable in 
construction so that investor by using existing 
exemptions,can act to imports of construction 
materials (Especially metal products from littoral 
states of the Caspian Sea). 
 According to high rates of loading and 
unloading at the port Amirabad province and transit 
of goods,warehousing and transportation activities in 
the province is a great demand by the commodity 
owners. According to geographical location and 
tourist destinations of the province, and also lack of 
infrastructure to accommodate and provide 
appropriate services to domestic and international 
travelers;also hotel and restaurant is a good market in 
the province. Activities related to human health and 
social affairs banking and insurance and information 
and communication according to being beautiful 
province especially in terms of infrastructure and 
also forecasts of economic growth, activities that are 
in the next priority. At the end as offer additional as 
regards economic activities considered in this study 
is generally and unavailable investigate the subtype 
of each branch of ISIC ; therefore it is suggested in 
the case subcategories group C (Manufacturing and 
Production) that is subgroups such as (food 
production, manufacturing, beverages and tobacco 
products, etc.) is performed in a separate study. 
 As in this study,examined the relative benefits 
and competitive investment in the Mazandaran 
province,certainly the province has some 
weaknesses. As regards to achieve long-term goals 
proved to be the strategy formulation, for example 
using the SWOT model,action to be identify 
strengths and weaknesses and external opportunities 
and threats in the provinc. 
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