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Introduction 
 

This special issue themed of Contemporary Islamic Knowledge in Malaysia is the work that was collected 
from various scientific researches among academics in Malaysia. I believe with a little contribution made by 
them would give a million advantages among readers, researchers an those interested in further to a deeper 
understanding of Islam in Malaysia. Admittedly, in essence the Islamic way of life is to be covering all aspects 
of social, educational, legal and others. In the context of individual the “Islamic way of life” means that every 
intent, actions and speech must be based on Islamic knowledge. Although the theme of this special edition is 
merely on contemporary knowledge of Islam, this is not the papers lead to a typology of Islamic intellectual 
movements that take place in certain school of thought (styles of thinking). It is more of the knowledge-centered 
study of Islam, the liberalization of public perception on Islam, the question of faith and Islamic financial 
products as well as reviews the works of the great thinkers of Islam. 

I should to thank the contributors who have worked diligently to ensure all articles can be published on time 
here in Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences. The selection of articles for this special issue has gone 
through several processes of evaluation and editing. However, the slight delay in sending the final copies to 
Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences is due to the compiling process, reviewing and editing 
processes.  Nevertheless, we have managed to complete the various stages of screening as required by the 
Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences. 

A total of 12 articles have been submitted for reviews/evaluation by referees through a blind peer review 
and experts. The reviewers/referees had checked on the content and relevancy of the articles so it can be fitted 
into the theme being selected. The final process involves the editing process which all 12 have gone through the 
editing process at least two times. The focus is to edit the language and grammatical errors. The first round of 
editing is done by the writers themselves, the second by Prof. Dr Khairul Anwar Mastor, A director, Pusat 
Pengajian Umum, Universiti Selangor, Malaysia;  and the final editing is done by the appointed Guest Editor,  
Associate Professor Dr Mohd Ekhwan Toriman from Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. Generally, I can divide 
the articles in this special issue of the three parts.  

The first six articles in this special issue have been chosen to highlight the development of Quranic exegesis 
and its writing chronoligically from the advent of Islam in the region until the present day, the development of 
liberal thinking since the 18th century including Malaysia including approaches of the Islamic Studies in 
Malaysia, especially in dealing with the threats of Liberal Islam, public perception on religion, ethics and 
fundamentals of fardhu ain towards more general perception among Malay students to science as a prerequisite 
for a ‘Developed  Nation’ status for Malaysia. 

Meanwhile, the second part of this special issue consists of two articles which focus to Islamic financial 
system as an alternative to the conventional financial system. Last but not least, the final four articles 
concentrated on the contribution of the Islamic scholars and evaluating the methodology and content of the book 
written by contemporary Muslim Scholars. 

The first paper, on the development of Quranic exegesis, described by Mazlan Ibrahim, et al explores the 
advent of Islam in Malay Archipelago which was not concentrating on the teaching of Quran, but to strengthen 
the creed of the believers. The most interesting finding in their study is the fact that Quranic studies has 
developed at a later stage in the history of Malay Islam. The papers written by Latifah Abdul Majid, et al and 
Jaffary Awang, et al explore liberal Islam which considered as a threat to the direction of Muslim thought, 
particularly in Malaysia. Also, how higher learning institutes can be acted in dealing with the threats of liberal 
Islam. They claim that the movement of those who influence by liberal Islam is a treat to Muslim community in 
general and Malaysia’s Muslim in particular. Latifah, et al urged the synergy from the institutions should be 
enhanced in order to have a continuous effective monitoring, in facing the spread of the liberal thought in 
Malaysia. Similarly, Jaffary, et al suggested that to curb the liberal Islam, all courses related to Islamic Studies 
should be upheld. Through these subjects, the students in higher institutions will be able to associate the 
teachings with a variety of challenges of life which is being confronted by the Muslims, for example the threats 
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of the Liberal Islam ideology. Three papers written by Mohd Arip Kasmo, et.al, Mohamad Zaid Mohd Zin, et al 
and Mohd  Arip Bin Kasmo, et al revolve around the students perception on the knowledge of Islam.  

The finding indicated that there is no contradiction between reason, science and religion and these could be 
understood in relation to the concept that ethic and morality are grounded on the strong belief and conviction in 
the religious teachings. With respect to the perspective of respondents to the fundamentals of fardhu ain, 
Mohamad Zaid, et al., found that the students (muslim convert) knowledge from the University Technology 
Mara (UiTM) to the basics of fardhu ain is satisfactory in overall. This is due to the fact that they are also among 
those who studied and learned about Islam before they became Muslims. The acceptance of Muslim students on 
science is once again were tested among them. As we know, Al Quran is not only explains the law but also the 
whole shariat of human life including economy, social, environment and politic. Through their study, the results 
show that Malay respondents were more sensitive towards the relation between science and religion compared 
to the other ethnics. Based on the finding, the authors recommended several strategies to strengthen the interest 
of the people especially the Malays toward science. 

The second part consists of two articles, both written by Mohamad Zaid, at.al on Islamic finance.  
I should include here the expression by Aziz Tayyebi, a financial reporting officer at ACCA which stated 

that, 
“Whether the Islamic finance industry continues to escape the full force of current economic turmoil 

remains to be seen. What is clear is that the rapid growth in this area of finance and its ethical foundations make 
Islamic finance an increasingly serious alternative to conventional finance” 

Islamic finance is one of the fastest-growing segments of today’s banking industry. In his study, Mohamad 
Zaid stressed that the emergence and growth of sukuk instruments (commonly referred to as ‘Islamic bonds’) 
have revolutionised the Shari’ah-compliant debt securities sector. They have not only given momentum to the 
Islamic financial industry on a global scale, but have also provided opportunities for the development of 
secondary debt markets. Based on his study, l can conclude that Islamic financial model in Malaysia is an 
alternative rather that complementary to the conventional system which has dominated by the western world. 

The last group of four final papers discusses the books and scripts of Syeikh Mohd Idris by written by 
Muhd Najib, et al.,  al-Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sa‘di by Fadlan, et al., al-ImÉm al-TurmudhÊ and Sheikh 
Daud al-Fatani by Ahamad Asmadi, et.al. Muhd Najib, et al., for example explore the “masterpiece” of Kitab 
Tafsir Quran Marbawi: Juzuk ألم . This book as claimed by the researchers is not as the normal commentary 
books. Author of the book merely gives the descriptions and arguments of a verse in compact adequate to give 
understanding to the reader. The author writes each verse with a number, same as in al-Quran and describes the 
whole meaning of the interpreted verse. Similarly, Fadlan, et al., were come out with conclusion of the  

“Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi Tafsir Kalam al-Mannan” that this book provides brief but encompasses 
various significant discussions like the creed, jurisprudence and moralities. This book is also easy to understand 
with various aspects of Islamic knowledge are touched reasonably. Finally based on literature reviews and 
writer’s analysis, Ahamad Asmadi, et.al reveal some interested findings on the book entitled al-JÉmiÑ. They 
found that the author is liberated from emulating any schools of thought. In fact, Al-ImÉm al-TurmudhÊ’s 
knowledge of jurisprudence is parallel to the rest of muÍaddithÊn who are not bond to any sects. Perhaps, 
Ahamad Asmadi, et al., claim that this could happened due to the fact that Al-ImÉm al-TurmudhÊ’s in 
analyzing the paramount hadith as the religious verdict basis. In contrast, Ahamad Asmadi, et al., in their final 
article was identified several weaknesses in the book by Sheikh Daud al-Fatani on the Hadith. They claimed that 
the author does not follow the methodology and guidelines in the field of Hadith especially when transmitting, 
interpreting and translating Hadith in his works. Therefore, this study suggests that for those referring to Sheikh 
Daud al-Fatani’s works to be more meticulous and careful so that they may not be mistaken by the usage of 
unauthentic evidence in an argument. 

 
Conclusion: 

 
 I hope that this selection of papers will serve to provide a clear introduction to the contemporary Islamic 

knowledge especially in Malaysia. Finally, l wish to thank Mr. Ahamad Asmadi and Mr Mohamad Zaid for their 
tireless efforts in pulling together all these papers and all the referees and the authors of the papers for the time 
and effort in ensuring that their contributions can be published here in the Australian Journal of Basic and 
Applied Sciences. 


