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ABSTRACT 

 
 Creationism versus evolutionism is the manifestation of the unending feud between science and religion in 
the west. However, the dichotomy between science and religion is unseen in the Islamic perspective, similar to 
certain extent to Christianity whereby the universe is the sign of The God. Islam state the universe is the sign of 
the God and the Quran also the sign of the God. Since both are from The God, it does not entail any 
contradictions. Viewing of this, a research has been conducted among the students perception in Malaysia on the 
relation between the Quran and science. The research involved about 175 respondents. Two hours conversation 
on the relation between the Quran and science were given and the questionnaire are circulated to be answered.  
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Introduction 

 
 According to Collingwood especially in his “Lectures on the Ontological Proof of the Existence of God” in 
Lobont, Florin, 2010, claim that faith and reason are inseparable in religious. Islam is not exception in producing 
a various forms of the exploration and academic writing on this topic. Muslim writers have written voluminous 
topics on the scientific miracle of the Qur'an, proving beyond doubt that the Qur'an is revealed by The Allah 
All-Mighty. However, certain Muslim writer, example  Sardar (1988) labeled such method in proving the 
infallibility of the Qur'an as Buccaillism. The term of Buccailism was coined from Maurice Buccaille (1978), a 
French surgeon, whom he claimed attempted to prove the truth of the Qur'an with science. Bucaillism open the 
Qur'an to the counter argument of Popper’s criteria of refutation, would the Qur'an be proved false and written 
off just as Bucaille write off the Bible, if a particular scientific fact does not tally with it or if a particular 
scientific fact mentioned in the Qur'an is refuted by modern science (Sardar, 1988).  
 Sardar has basically made two mistakes. Labeling the method in proving the truth of Qur'an through science 
as Bucaillism has in fact wrongly credited the method to Maurice Buccaille. Bucaille himself admitted that he 
learned from the previous writers on this topic.  In fact, other writers such as Sayid Qutb (1945), Sa’id Hawwa 
and others have written voluminous works on this topic well ahead of Bucaille. Sardar has wrong invention  
when he equalize the Qur'an with Bible when he highlighted the fallibility of Bible which was written off by 
Bucaille, that he claim might also happened to the Qur'an. The Qur'an is priority true and believers should not 
doubt the truth in the infallibility of the Qur'an. However, some people keep trying to sow mistrust to the Qur'an 
by throwing various allegations against the Qur'an. 
 
Materials and methods 

 
 This study was conducted on three students group at the National University of Malaysia. The students are 
from the Faculty of Education, Faculty of Law and Faculty of Science. 175 non Muslims respondent are taken 
and consist from different religious belief, including Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Free Thinkers and from 
other minority religious group such as Sikhism.  
 The researcher delivered a series of 2 hours conversation on the scientific miracle of the Quran. By using 
lap top and LCD projector, various Qur’anic verses which relate to the scientific phenomena were projected to 
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the screen. The various verses were accompanied with pictures illustrating, various phenomena mentioned in the 
verse. The researcher explained and expounded the content of the Qur’an according to the exegesis of the Qur'an 
by Ibn Kathir and at the scientific explanation of the verses, according to the modern science. After the 
explanations, respondents were asked whether  the Qur'an content and the scientific discovery was a mere 
coincident or was it a sign from the God and the Qur'an content is true.  
 
1. Difficulty in Respiration at  Higher Altitude: 
 
 Allah S.W.T. says in Surah  al-Anam  Verse 125: 
 “And whomsoever Allah will to guide, He opens his breast to Islam, and whosoever  He will to send astray, 
He make his breast closed and constricted, as if he is climbing  the sky. Thus Allah puts the wrath on those who 
believe not.” 
 
1.1 The Explanation: 
 
 According to this verse, respondents were told  climbing the sky (ascending to the higher altitude) will 
cause the difficulties in breathing. The breast will be closed and constrict.  
 
1.2 Explanation from Tafsir ibn Kathir: 
 
 The statement of Allah  which means “ He make his breast closed and constrict, as if he is climbing the 
sky” has not been explained in term of physical science by Ibn Kathir, instead he explained in term of spiritual 
explanation where he says, (...as if he is climbing up to the sky), "Just as the Son of Adam cannot climb up to 
the sky, Tawhid and faith will not be able to enter his heart, until Allah decides to allow it into his heart.'' Imam 
Abu Ja`far bin Jarir commented: "This is a parable that Allah has given for the heart of the disbeliever, which is 
completely impassable and closed to faith. Allah says, the example of the disbeliever's inability to accept faith in 
his heart and it is too small to accommodate it, is the example of his inability to climb up to the sky, which is 
beyond his capability and power.'' 
 However, this statement is still meaning for the act of climbing the sky. The respondents were told that 
according to the scientific knowledge, climbing up the sky (or going to higher altitude) will led into respiratory 
problem. What is astonishing here is the statement of Allah that climbing up the sky (going to the higher 
altitude) will cause respiratory problem.  
 
1.3 Scientific Explanation: 
 
 The respondents were told as one ascends through the atmosphere, barometric pressure decreases (though 
the air still contains 21% oxygen) and every breath contains fewer molecules of oxygen. Harder to obtain 
oxygen primarily by breathing faster. This is particularly noticeable with exertion, such as walking uphill. Being 
out of breath with exertion is normal, as long as the sensation of shortness of breath resolves rapidly with rest. 
As the amount of oxygen in the lungs decreases, the blood becomes less and less efficient at acquiring and 
transporting oxygen. This means that no matter how fast one breathes, attaining normal blood levels of oxygen 
is not possible at high altitude. 
 Dramatic changes take place in the body's chemistry and fluid balance during acclimatization. The osmotic 
center, which detects the "concentration" of the blood, gets reset to a more concentrated level. This results in an 
altitude diuresis as the kidneys dump fluid. The reason for this reset is not understood, though it has the effect 
of increasing the hematocrit (concentration of red blood cells) and perhaps improving the blood's oxygen-
carrying ability. It is normal at altitude to be urinating several times per night. If you are not, you may be 
dehydrated, or you may not be acclimatizing well. 
 Persistent hyperventilation (to glean oxygen from the thin air) results in an over-reduction in the level of 
carbon dioxide (a normal metabolic waste product) in the blood. It turns out that the presence of carbon dioxide 
is the key signal to the brain that it is time to breathe (the lack of oxygen is a much weaker signal, kind of an 
ultimate safety valve). As long as you are awake, it isn't much trouble for remember to breathe, but at night, an 
odd breathing pattern develops due to a prolonged argument between these two "respiratory centers" in the 
brain. Periodic breathing consists of cycles of normal breathing, breath-holding, and accelerated breathing. The 
breath-holding may last up to 10-15 seconds. This is not correlated with altitude sickness. It may improve 
slightly with acclimatization, but does not usually resolve until descent. Periodic breathing can cause a lot of 
anxiety in trekkers. 
 
2. The Formation of Rain and the Coldest part of the Cloud: 
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 Allah S.W.T. says in Surah an-Nur Verse 43. 
 “See you not that Allah drives the clouds gently, the joins them together, the make  into a heap of layers, 
and you see the rains come forth from between them, and He send down from the sky hail (like ) mountain and 
strike therewith whom He wills, and avert it from whom He wills. The vivid flash of its lightening nearly blind 
the sight.” 
 
2.1 The Explanation: 
 
 The respondents were told that according to the verse, in the mountain of cloud, there are part at the 
mountain of cloud where there is a cold part. This can be seen in the Tafsir Ibn Kathir.  
 
2.2 Explanation from Tafsir Ibn Kathir: 
 
 The respondents were told that according to the tafsir, the meaning of “and He sends down from [Min] the 
sky, from [Min] mountains in it of [Min] ice,)”. Some of the grammarians said that the first Min describes the 
place from which it is coming, the second specifies from which part of the sky it comes, and the third means 
some kind of mountains. This is based on the view of those scholars of Tafsir who say that, from [Min] 
mountains in it of [Min] ice, means that there are mountains of hail in the sky, which Allah sends down ice. As 
for those who say that "mountains'' here is used as a metaphor for clouds, they think that the second Min is also 
used to describe the place from which the ice is coming, and is thus interchangeable with the first. The 
respondent were told  what is astonishing in this verse is the statement that there is ice in the mountain of cloud.  
 
2.3 Scientific Explanation: 
 
 There are two mechanisms whereby rain may form in clouds. The first is a pure water process and involves 
the direct collision - coalescence of water droplets to form rain drops and the process may be important in the 
initiation of precipitation in any cloud, irrespective of its top lying either below or above freezing level. The 
second mechanism called Bergeron Findeisen mechanism is an ice-crystal process and involves the interaction 
between super-cooled water droplets and ice crystals and this process is confined to only those clouds whose 
tops extend beyond freezing level. (J. Burton and K. Taylor in J. William, 1997). 
 
3. Emphasis to the Respondents: 
 
 What was amazing here is the Qur'an statement about the formation of the rain and the existence of the 
coldest part of the rain cloud. The word baradin is specifically highlighted to show that it is a small part of the 
cloud is very cold. The respondent were asked whether what the Qur'an statement about the existence of the 
coldest part in the cloud is a mere coincident with the finding of the scientist through  research works or it is a 
sign that the Qur'an is true. 
 
Results and discussion 
 
 The questionnaire divided into two parts. The first part contains the independent variables which the bio-
data of the respondents, including the sex, ethnic, religion, the faculty, age, and marital status. The second part 
of the questionnaire contain their perception on the scientific miracle of the Qur’an. The raw data was analyzed 
using SPSS. Correlation test between age and the responses were also made. The results of the  data analysis are 
tabulated in the form of tables of percentages of the general responses, means of the responses according to 
religious groups and the significant different between the means. The tables are analyzed according to the 
following sequences. 
  The finding of the analysis for the statement “you are attracted to the lecture on Qur'an and science” is 42.9 
%. The mean response for the respondents who profess no religion was the smallest. It indicates that they were 
most attracted to the lecture compared to the other religious group. Statement “you are amazed with the 
scientific miracle of the Qur'an” show that 60.6 % of the respondents claimed that they were amazed with the 
scientific miracle of the Qur'an. 13.6% of the respondents claimed that they were not amazed. 
 The percentage of the respondent who claimed that they were amazed, proved beyond doubt that the Quran 
is the greatest miracle of the Prophet Muhammad S.A.W. , has also amazed the non-Muslims. During the time 
of the prophet Muhammad S.A.W. , Al-Walid Ben Mughairoh, an Arab linguist was amazed with the miracle of 
the Quran language. In the modern time, many people are amazed with the Quran including Professor Keith 
More, who is a professor in embryology at the University of Toronto, Canada, Murice Bucaille the French 
surgeon who wrote the book titled “The Bible, The Quran and Science” and Jacque Costeau, the famous of 
French Oceanographer. (Mohd Arip Kasmo, 2001). 
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Table 1: Overall Percentage of the Student Response based on Statement. 
No Type of Statement Strongly 

agree (%) 
Agree 
(%) 

Unsure 
(%) 

Disagree 
(%) 

Strongly 
disagree 

(%) 
1 I like to listen to the lecture on the Qur'an and Science 12 30.9 34.9 18.2 4 
2 I am  amazed with the information on the science in the Qur'an 17.6 42.6 25 8.5 5.1 
3 You are convinced with the truth of the Qur'an 8 22.2 54.5 5.7 8.6 
4 You become more convince with the truth of the Qur'an 9.8 23 48.9 7.5 10.9 
5 You can read the Quran 0 5.3 0 89.8 0 
6 The lecturer tries to influence you on Islam 0 17.2 37.9 44.7 0 
7 Non-Muslim should know the miracle of the Qur'an 0 44.8 36.2 18.9 0 
8 The Quran Can Be A Source Scientific Knowledge 11.9 34.7 37.5 15.9 0 
9 The Bible could be a source of scientific knowledge 13.6 33 42 10.2 1.1 
10 Science contradict religion 5.7 12.5 22.3 27.3 33 
11 You understand the lecture 13.2 34.5 31 14.4 6.9 
12 Your perception on the Qur'an has changed 8 40.6 30.4 16.5 6.3 
13 The public should know the scientific miracle of the Qur'an 14.2 30.7 36.9 15.3 2.8 
14 The Qur'an is wonderful 8 23.4 53.4 9.1 5.7 
15 You want to learn more about the Qur’an 4 25.6 36.4 18.8 15.3 

 

 
 
Diagram 1: Percentage of Student Response based on Statements. 
 
 The percentage of the respondents who claimed they were convinced with the truth of the Qur'an was 
30.5%, does not necessarily mean that they embraced Islam. The percentage of the respondents who claimed 
they were amazed with the truth of the Qur'an which was 60.9%, shown is higher than those who were 
convinced. This means that, although some of the respondents who were amazed with the scientific miracle of 
the Qur'an, they were not convinced with the truth. The percentage of the respondents who claimed that they 
were unsure was higher. Meaning, some of the respondents enter into the unsure zone. This is because, looking 
at the percentage of those who were ‘hard core’ respondents who were negatives remain about below 20%. 
 Respondent who convinced with the Quran was not reflected by the percentage of those who were amazed 
with the miracle of the Quran. This can be explained that amazement did not necessarily change the belief of the 
people. While Umar ibn Khattab, was amazed with the language miracle of the Quran embraced Islam, 
contradict with Waled ben Mughairoh whom did not embraced Islam because of the personal vested interest.   
 Furthermore, respondents who believed the lecturer try to influence by using Quran fact, represents the 
same respondents who claimed they were not attracted to the lecture and not amazed with the scientific miracle 
of the Qur'an. Nevertheless, 44.7% believed that the lecturer did not try to influence them and 37% was unsure 
about it. This statement is very important because it gauged the sensitivity of the respondents who might think 
the lecturer was doing the “daawah” for win their hearts to embrace Islam. The issue is very sensitive in the 
multi-religious and multicultural like Malaysia. It seem that only small minority of the respondents believed that 
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the lecturer try to influence them (17.2%). The percentage of the respondents who believed the lecturer tried to 
influence them represent the percentage of the respondent who have negative perception on Islam. 
 Number in the percentage of those who were unsure “the Bible could be a source of scientific knowledge” 
has increased from the percentage recorded for the statement “Qur'an can be a source of scientific knowledge” 
(showed at table 2). Those who originally did not believed the Qur'an can be a source of scientific knowledge, 
changed to unsure on the statement “Bible can be a source of scientific knowledge”. The changes occur among 
the ‘hard core’, who have the negative perspective toward the Qur'an. The mean of response in the Hindu 
respondents mean that their faith in “the Bible as a source of scientific knowledge” was less than their trust in 
“the Qur'an can be a source of scientific knowledge”. However, the Christian and Buddhist respondent faith in 
“the Bible as a source of scientific knowledge” became stronger compared to the belief in “the Qur'an as a 
source of scientific knowledge”. Why does the percentage of the respondent who believed the “Quran can be a 
source of scientific knowledge” was the same as the respondents who believed that “Bible can be source of 
scientific knowledge”? This is because existence respondents who believed the Quran and the Bible are the 
same in the content term of the scientific information. 
 47.7% of the respondents claimed “they understood the lecture”. The understanding of the lecture is 
important to indicate that they would be attracted. This could be proven by the percentage of the respondents 
who were attracted to the lecture. The percentage of the respondents who claimed their perception on the Qur'an 
had changed was 48.6%. This percentage is close to the percentage of the response to the statement “you 
understand the lecture” which was 47.7%. Again, the understanding of the lecture paramount able to changed 
the respondent perception on the Qur'an.  
 The percentage of the respondents who claimed the Qur'an is wonderful (31.4%) is close to the percentage 
of the respondent who state “you are influenced by the lecture” (29.5%), and “you are convinced with the truth 
of the Qur'an” (30.5%). These percentages could be interpreted  the percentage of the respondents who could 
accept the Qur’an. 
 
Table 2: The Mean of Response according to Religious Group. 

Statement Religion Means 
Bible  could be a source of scientific 

knowledge 
Christianity 
Buddhism 
Hinduism 

No-Religion 

2.5600 
2.6941 
2.0000 
3.0000 

 
Table 3: The Mean of Response according the Religious Group. 

Statement Religious groups Means 
You are attracted to the lecture on Qur'an 

and science 
� 

Christianity 
Buddhism 
Hinduism 

No-Religion 
Total Means 

2.8000 
2.8235 
2.0000 
1.7500 
2.6229 

 
 Table 3 above indicate the mean of response for the Christian, Buddhist, Hinduism and those with no 
religion respondent. It shows the respondents with no religion were the most attracted to the lecture on the 
Quran and science, followed by the Hinduism, Christian and the Buddhists.  
 
Table 4: Significant Different between the various religious group. 

Difference between Significant Significance different 
Christian-Buddhist 

Christian-Hindu 
Christian-No-religion 

Buddhist-Christian 
Buddhist-Hindu 

Buddhist-No-Religion 
Hindu-Christian 
Hindu-Buddha 

Hindu-No-religion 

0.999 
0.009 
0.305 
0.999 
0.002 
0.272 
0.009 
0.002 

0.977� 

No-Significant different 
Significant 

No-Significant 
No Significant Different 

Significant 
No Significant Different 

Significant Different 
Significant Different 

No Significant 

 
 Table 4 shows there are significant difference of means between the Christian-Hindu and Buddhist–Hindu 
respondents. However, there were no significant different between the Christian and The Buddhists. Mostly, 
The Christian and the Buddhists are from Chinese ethnic while the Hinduism mostly from Indian ethnic. This 
explained why there was no significant different between the Christian-Buddhists. 
 
Significant different of mean between the Christian and the Buddhist: 
 
 The analysis of the responses to the different statement indicate that the Hindu respondents seem to be more 
positive than the other religious group. In many cases, the significant different between the means were 
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significant. To identify the reasons behind this phenomena, the distribution of the religion according to the 
ethnic were analyzed.  
 Analysis in the religious affiliations of the different ethnic group indicate that there were almost the same 
percentage of the Chinese who claimed to be Christian and those who claimed to be Buddhists. 73% of the 
Christian are Chinese and all (100%)  those who claimed to be Buddhists are Chinese while only 11.5% of the 
Christian were Indian and all (100%)  those who claimed to be Hindu were Indian (refer to the table below) 
 

 Christian % Buddhists % Hindu % No Religion. %  
Chinese 38 73 83 100 0 0 3 75 124 
Indian 6 11.5 0 0 37 100 1 25 44 

Kadazan 1 1.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Iban 3 5.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Others 4 7.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
 52 100 83 100 37 100 4 100 176 

 
 This is the underlying factor why there were no significant different of mean between the Christian and the 
Buddhists responses for all the response of the statements. The Chinese who claimed to be Christian or 
Buddhists were minimal in their religious belief because most of them were more strongly influenced by 
materialism rather than religion. This can be observed from the table below. 
The Statement “ You have strong belief in your religion” 
 

Statement Religion Mean 
You have a strong belief in your religion Christian 

Buddha 
Hindu 

1.8600 
2.1294 
1.5833 

 
Analysis on ethnic and religion 
 

Statement Ethnic Mean 
“You have strong belief in your religion 

 
Chinese 
Indian 

2.1181 
1.5500 

 
 The finding of the analysis found out the mean between the Buddhists (1.2194) and the Chinese (2.1181) 
respondents were almost the same. The difference of the mean between the Chinese Christian and the Hindu 
Christian show that the Chinese Christian have greater means compared to the India Christian. The Chinese 
respondents have larger mean than the Indian respondents. That was the reason why they were less sensitive 
than the Indian respondents. Meaning, the Chinese were less religiously conscious compared with the Hindu. 
 Percentage of the respondents who were positive toward the various statement. 
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 The figure show that the percentages reduced with self interest. The more the self interest is involved, the 
lesser the percentage of the respondent. If P is the Percentage, Si is the self interest, the pattern of the curve 

could be represented by P  ∝ 1/ Si  formula. 

                                              
Conclusion: 
 
 Daawah work toward the non-Muslim especially the educated non-Muslims should employed the miracle of 
science in the Quran and the sunnah of the prophet Muhammad S.A.W. Anyone who intend to use the method 
of daawah to the non-Mulisms by using the scientific miracle of the Quran should also subtly use the 
information of science in the Bible to compare between Quran and Bible. The book written by Murice Bucaille 
titled The Bible, The Quran and Modern Science can be use as the reference. Che Pee (1983 in Mohamad Zaid, 
2011) argues, there has the methodology problem in teaching the Islamic religion. Thus, all the finding used to 
shown the importance of understanding the scientific miracle of the Qur'an. By convention from the nature of 
human natural desire for the truth, no matter what race though, the nature of religion is the main agenda in 
organizing their life. Truly, religion of Islam is the true religion with Allah Almighty and have regulatory 
guidelines more clearly the true life of the main sources, namely the Qur'an and the Sunnah. (No Journal 
Hadhari. 2, 2009 in Mohamad Zaid, 2011). 
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