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ABSTRACT 
 
 Islamic studies have a special significance in Malaysia. The teaching of this particular subject has started 
quite a long time before independence. The coming of Islam in Malaysia has influenced the teaching of Islamic 
studies much.  Various subjects pertaining to Islamic studies has been taught among the Muslims community in 
Malaysia like tawhid, fiqh, tasawwuf, akhlak, falak and etc. However, the teaching of da’wah as a subject is 
quite new. At school level, da’wah as a subject not included in the Islamic studies curriculum. At higher 
learning institutions, da’wah has been taught as a specific subject at National University, Malaya University and 
International Islamic University, Science University of Islam Malaysia (USIM), and several others. This article, 
is therefore trying to explore the teaching of da’wah as Islamic Studies in Malaysian Higher Learning 
institution. The discussion of this article however, will focus on focus on the teaching of da’wah at Department 
of Da’wah and Leadership Studies, faculty of Islamic Studies, national University of Malaysia. For this purpose, 
exploratory method is used through written documents related to the subject. This study revealed that teaching 
da’wah as an Islamic Studies is a need and vital for the development of da’wah in Malaysia.  
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1. Preamble: 
 
 The coming of Islam in Malaysia has influenced people in this country in various aspects of life, politics, 
social, economics, religion and education. Islam not only influenced the people, but also changed the colour of 
the society and shaped them according to its teachings. The process of Islamization, according to Prof. Dr. 
Redzuan Othman is a historical episode that totally changed Malay people in accord in its pattern (the paternal 
life of Islam). Syed Naquib al-Attas, a prominent Malay scholar furthermore suggests that Islam has set in 
motion the process of revolutionizing the Malays outlook, turning it away from a crumbling world of mythology 
into the world of intelligence, reason and order, making it the most momentous event in the history of the Malay 
Archipelago. 
 The process of Islamization among Malaysian community can be seen obviously in educational side. Islam 
brought Islamic education into Malaysian. At the early stage, the teaching of religious aspects (teaching of 
Islam) started as non-formal educational institutions like palace, house, mosque and surau (in Arabic term 
musolla/ a place of prayer that is smaller than mosque). The establishment of Pondok later time (Muslim 
traditional school) , Madrasah (similar to religious school usually funded by the people), religious schools,  
scores of books in various branches or subject of Islamic teachings such as tasawwuf, fiqh (Islamic 
jurisprudence), aqidah (creed), Islamic studies in general are examples of the influence of Islam in education. 
The subject of da’wah is also not exceptional. However, the teaching and learning of da’wah as a subject in 
particular/as a special subject is quite new in Malaysia. Even, in the Islamic studies curriculum at secondary 
school the subject of da’wah  is not included in the curriculum. On the account of this fact, it is therefore vital to 
include the subject of da’wah in the curriculum of Islamic education. This paper, is trying to explore the 
teaching of da’wah as Islamic studies in Higher Learning institutions in Malaysia (TEDS). 
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2. Teaching Da’wah In Islamic Higher Learning Institutions 
 
 Several Higher Learning Institutions in Malaysia hve been offered the teaching of da’wah like National 
University of Malaysia, Malaya University of Malaysia, International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), 
Islamic Science University Malaysia (USIM), Kolej Univesiti Islam Antarabangsa (KUIS) and Kolej 
Antarabangsa Teknologi Islam Malaysia Melaka (KTIAM). However, this paper will focus only on two 
Universities in Malaysia which offering da’wah subject i.e Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia and University 
Malaya 
 At the Malaya University, there is Jabatan Dakwah dan Pembangunan Insan (Department of Da’wah dan 
Human Development).  The Department quite newly established i.e around late 1990’s. The Department offers 
32 subjects related to da’wah and human development. They are among others are as follows: 
IDEU1101- Pengantar Dakwah 
IDEU1102 – Antropologi dan Sosiologi Perbandingan  
IDEU2101 – Pengantar Psikologi 
  IDEU2108 – Pembanguan Insan 
IDEU2109 – Komunikasi dakwah 
IDEU3101 – Metodologi Dakwah 
IDEU3103 – Pengurusan Dakwah 
IDEU3135 – Dakwah di Malaysia 
IDEU2307- Dakwah dan Pembangunan Masyarakat 
IDEU3315- Dakwah dan Retorik 
IDEU3319- Pembangunan Masjid 
  
 Pengantar Dakwah or Introduction to Da’wah is regarded as the core subject. In the discipline of Islamic 
Studies, this subject being categorized as ilm al-turath (traditional knowledge). While the other subjects as 
revealed above considered as supportive, but important for the sake of da’wah. 
 In IIUM, subject of da’wah is under the Faculty of Islamic Revealed knowledge (IRK). It has been taught as 
a subject only. They are usul al-da’wah I and usul al-Da’wah II. There is no department of Da’wah in IIUM.  
 
3. Teaching Da’wah Studies At National University Of Malaysia: 
 
 At National University of Malaysia there is Jabatan Pengajian Dakwah dan Kepimpinan (JPDK) 
(Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies which offers the Programme of Dakwah and leadership 
Studies).  JPDK has the aim to produce an integrated graduate da’wah student with sufficient knowledge in the 
field and highly skilled so that  capable of implementing da’wah wisely.  In fact, JPDK could be regarded as the 
pioneer in teaching da’wah in Islamic studies at level of higher learning institutions. The subjects taught at the 
Department of dakwah and Leadership Studies covers wide range of courses related to the field of da’wah. 
These subjects among others are: 
 Komunikasi Islam (Islamic Communication), Dakwah dan Ideologi Moden (Da’wah and Modern 
Ideology), Organisasi Dakwah Masakini (Contemporary Da’wah Organization), Metodologi Dakwah kepada 
Masyarakat Muslim (Da’wah Methodology to Non-Muslim), Metodologi Dakwah dalam al-Qur’an (Da’wah 
Methodology in the Qur’an), Dakwah dan Pengembangan Sosio-Budaya (Da’wah and Socio-Cultural 
Advancement), Seminar Pengurusan Islam (Islamic  management Seminar), seminar Kepimpinan Islam (Islamic 
Leadership Seminar) and , Kaunseling Islam (Islamic Councelling)( for graduate students) 
 For Undergraduate Students, there are courses/subjects related to the field of da’wah. They are : Metodologi 
Dakwah (Da’wah Methodology), Metodologi dakwah kepada Non-Muslim (Da’wah Methodology to Non-
Muslim), Metodologi Dakwah kepada Muslim (Da’wah Methodology to Muslim), Dakwah dan Tarekat 
tasawwuf (Da’wah and Tareqat Tasawwuf), Sistem Pentadbiran Islam (Islamic Administration System), 
kesenian Islam (Islamic Arts), Psikologi Dakwah (Da’wah Psychology), Bimbingan Saudara Baru (Education 
for New Muslims), Kajian Budaya Etnik Malaysia (The Study of Malaysian Cultural Ethnic), Ilmu Pidato dan 
debat (The arts of Rhetoric) and, Pengantar Kepimpinan Islam (Introduction to Islamic Leadership) 
 The subjects offered by the Department shows the aspiration of the department itself, to produce student of 
capable in contributing to the development of da’wah in particular and for the nation in general. In order to 
achieve this particular objective, core subjects like Da’wah Methodology to Non-Muslim and Da’wah 
Methodology to Muslim involved both theoretical and practical aspects. Through these two subjects, students 
have to undertake da’wah training in the society outside. This special training will provide the students the 
opportunity to practice their knowledge.  
 
4. The Need Of Teaching Da’wah: 
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 As far as the development of da’wah is concerned, the teaching of da’wah is becoming important nowadays 
and urgent. It is a need to teach da’wah in higher learning institutions and even at secondary school. This is to 
provide them with the understanding of ilm al-da’wah (knowledge of Da’wah) and realize them the 
responsibility to do da’wah within the community at large. As far as the teaching of da’wah is concerned, there 
is no da’wah subject teaching at school. Da’wah only taught indirectly on the sirah subject (Sirah of the 
Prophet) not as a specific subject. It's also depend on the teacher whether to teach it or not. At other Universities 
which not have Faculty of Islamic Studies, da’wah did not offer as a subject for the students.  
 
5. Recommendations: 
 
 In order to make the teaching of da’wah become more important in Islamic Studies and for the development 
of da’wah itself, several steps have to be taken into account: 
1) Da’wah should be taught as a special subject at school and higher learning institutes 
2) The understanding of the concept of da’wah and its methodology will contribute to the development of 
da’wah in Malaysia 
3) Teaching da’wah as a special subject will provide and generate person with the spirit and realization to do 
da’wah 
4) Producing well balanced society  depend on more people doing da’wah 
5) A sound social moral and excellence society would be produced through systematic da’wah efforts. 
 
6. Conclusion: 
 
 The teaching of da’wah as Islamic studies in Malaysia predominantly taught in National University of 
Malaysia and Malaya University. The establishment of the Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies (for 
National University of Malaysia) and Department of Da’wah and Human Development (for Malaya University) 
itself proved the above fact. The establishment of both departments has the aspirations to develop the discipline 
of da’wah and its branches that lead to produce students/graduates who are capable of doing da’wah 
systematically based on the principle of hikmah (wisdom) as clearly indicated in the Qur’an. Through a 
systematic da’wah approach, a well-balanced society and the best nation (khaira ummah, Q,3:110) would be 
produced. Therefore, it can be concluded here, that the teaching of da’wah in proper manner (in the field of 
Islamic Studies) becomes urgent for the sake of da’wah’s development in Malaysia.  
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