
541 
Advances in Natural and Applied Sciences, 6(4): 541-544, 2012 
ISSN 1995-0772    
 
This is a refereed journal and all articles are professionally screened and reviewed 
 

ORIGINAL ARTICLE 
 

Corresponding Author: Abdul Ghafar Don, Department of Dakwah and Leadership Studies, Faculty of Islamic Studies, 
National University of Malaysia. 

Da’wah in the West:  an Analysis of the Role of the Islamic Foundation (If) in 
Promoting the True Image of Islam 
 
Abdul Ghafar Don, Razaleigh Muhamat @ Kawangit, Salasiah Hanin Hamjah, Fariza 
Md.Sham, Badlihisham Mohd.Nasir, Muhammad Faisal Asha’ari, Siti Rugayah Tibek, Zainab 
Ismail, Ideris Endot, Anuar Puteh, A’dawiyah Ismail, Mohd Zulkipli Abd Ghani 
 
Department of Dakwah and Leadership Studies, Faculty of Islamic Studies, National University of Malaysia 
 

Abdul Ghafar Don, Razaleigh Muhamat @ Kawangit, Salasiah Hanin Hamjah, Fariza Md.Sham, 
Badlihisham Mohd.Nasir, Muhammad Faisal Asha’ari, Siti Rugayah Tibek, Zainab Ismail, Ideris 
Endot, Anuar Puteh, A’dawiyah Ismail, Mohd Zulkipli Abd Ghani; Da’wah in the West:  an Analysis 
of the Role of the Islamic Foundation (If) in Promoting the True Image of Islam 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
 Islam means submission, i.e. submission to God.  The word ‘Islam’ itself is derived from Arabic root 
‘SALIMA, SALAM’ which means, among other things , peace, purity, submission and obedience. Islam invites 
man to commit himself exclusively to his Creator, to harmonize his will with the will of God and to recreate the 
world with this noble commitment. This kind of commitment may lead to peace and prosperity. Unfortunately, 
the real meaning of Islam as the aforementioned has been generally  misunderstood by the Westerners due to 
among other Orientalists legacy and Western media which portrays Islam in a negative way. On the basis of this 
particular background, the establishment of The Islamic Foundation (IF) in The United Kingdom has the 
objective to promote the true picture of Islam through various da’wah approaches like da’wah and tarbiyyah 
(da’wah and education), publication, research and dialogue. Therefore, this paper tries to explore the role of The 
Foundation in presenting the true image of Islam in the West in particular and the whole world in general.  
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Introduction 
 
 Promoting da’wah Islamiyyah (Islamic teachings) in the context of Western society needs a particular 
approach or proper way of doing da’wah. Britain with a background of plural societies, propagating Islam or 
da’wah Islamiyyah should consider this kind of plurality. The establishment of Islamic institutions in Britain 
among other have the objective to understand Westerners the true light of Islam from the image of Islam and its 
misrepresentation as Muhammad Mumtaz Ali (Mumtaz 1996:82) reveals have assumed a dominant feature in 
Western writings. Therefore, The Islamic Foundation which based in Leicester, United Kingdom has the same 
role i.e. to promote the Islamic way of life in a proper way. Da’wah programmes conducted by The Foundation 
could be considered as its methodology to promote the true picture of Islamic teaching. 
 
The Need of Da’wah in the West: 
 
 Da’wah in the West in this context specifically refers to European countries like Britian, Germany, France, 
Holland and many other countries. It is a common assumption as stated by Nielsen that the Muslim presence in 
the West in particular in Europe began after the Second World War (1992). At the initial stage of their presence, 
the Muslims merely emphasized on how to survive. There were no efforts of doing da’wah and even they hadn’t 
any opportunity to do da’wah. It was, after their number increasing rapidly particularly during 1950s and 1960s 
the Muslims started propagating da’wah. They began to set up da’wah organizations in order to disseminate the 
message of da’wah effectively. From Islamic point of view, the need to do da’wah in the West due to two major 
factors. Firstly because of the image of Islam has been distorted since a long time ago and secondly because the 
Muslims felt that it is their duty to do da’wah as clearly indicated by the Qur’an (The Qur’an, Chapter 3:104 and 
Chapter 16:125)It is a similar trend with the United Kingdom. The Muslims felt that they need to set up da’wah 
institution for the sake of da’wah. The Islamic Foundation IF) is one of the many da’wah organizations in the 
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UK which its establishment has the aim to do da’wah and promoting Islam systematically through various 
programmes.  
 
The Islamic Foundation: 
 
 The Foundation was established in 1973. The idea of the establishment of IF started 1966 when 
Prof.Kurshid Ahmad was invited by Federation of Students Islamic Societies (FOSIS) to deliver a series of 
speech in various Universities in Britain. It was through those series of speeches ,Prof Khurshid and several of 
his fellows immaginated of establishing an educational, research, da’wah and publication organization. After 
several discussion they came up with the decision to establish the aforementioned organization that finally 
became a reality in 1973 (Attaullah Siddiqui 1994:163). Since its inception, the Foundation growth rapidly. 
Began with a small number of staff and financial constraint, nowadays, the Foundation established itself as one 
of the outstanding Muslim organizations in the UK or even in the Europe. Currently, the Foundation 
undertaking da’wah activities by organizing various programmes related to da’wah such as education, training, 
research, publication and dialogue. These programmes, as far as the Foundation is concerned, may contribute to 
promote the true image of Islam. 
 The motto of IF is ‘make Islam a living reality’. According to the founder of The Foundation, Prof. Kurshid 
Ahmad, “make Islam a living reality” means to translate or interprete Islam as a way of life into reality through 
research, education, publication and da’wah activities (Interviewed with Prof Kurshid Ahmad). This particular 
motto is in line with the Qur’anic injunction which urges the Muslim to make Islam a living reality (Q, 2:208). 
The motto has been used by the Foundation as its principal guideline in undertaking da’wah agenda. Based on 
the motto the Foundation has taken three steps related to da’wah modus operandi. They are as the following: 
‐ Encouraging researches concerning the implementation of Islam in the modern world 
‐ Promoting the image of Islam in Britain and Europe 
‐ Fulfilling the needs of Muslim education     
 
Promoting the Image of Islam: 
 
 Promoting the image of Islam in the context of IF can be referred to the implementation of projects, 
programmes, activities and planning leading to the building the image of Islam. The promotion of the image of 
Islam is a need due to that Islam has been misunderstood. As far as Professor Kurshid Ahmad is concerned, the 
misunderstanding of Islam caused by what he called ‘information, misinformation and disinformation. He 
further revealed that these kind of misunderstanding should be analyzed carefully so that we can correct 
misunderstanding towards Islam. 
 This situation and phenomena of misunderstanding towards Islam encouraged IF to plan and running 
various programmes in order to promote and project the image of Islam in Britain in its original form viz. “to 
present Islam as it is”. Apart from this theme (to present Islam as it is), the Foundation from time to time has 
committed itself to various works and programmes (1996:84). A survey of the Foundation’s programmes 
revealed the following facts which I be considered as the Foundation’s da’wah method: 
 
1) Academic Programme: 
 
 Through academic programme, the Foundation has built the relationship or networking with several higher 
learning institutions in Britain. Up to now, the IF has made an academic co-operation with Loughborough 
University, Leicester University, Pourstmouth University, The Oxford Academy for Advanced Studies (OAAS), 
and Westhill College in Birmingham. Through the co-operation with Loughborough University (LU) for 
example, the IF together with LU has carried research on Islamic economy and organized seminars related to the 
field. The IF also through this academic co-operation sent it staff to teach Islamic economy and banking for LU 
at diploma level (IF Annual Report 1999) 
 The establishment of  the Markfield Institute of Higher Education (MIHE) in 1999 with affiliation with The 
University of Portsmouth can be regarded as the greatest achievement of IF in the field of academic. Dr.Manazir 
Ahsan as a Director General of IF revealed the IF successful as follows: 
 “However the most important development in the history of British Education has been the offering of 
affiliation to the Foundation of the University of Portsmouth, and the establishment of its Faculty of Islamic and 
Social Studies in the Markfield premises”  
 MIHE offers the course at Master and PhD level. MIHE has the objective to provide Islamic education at 
higher learning and to enable students learning Islam with Western methodology, but in Islamic environments. 
The expected outcome from MIHE is graduates who will be able to understand Islam comprehensively and will 
play a decisive role in promoting Islam as a religion of peace and harmony. 
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 The implementation of educational and training programme through academic co-operation with the said 
institutions and the establishment of MIHE could be considered as a wise decision by the IF in the context of 
da’wah in Britain. This mutual co-operation or understanding has given the IF the opportunity to present Islam 
as a religion of tolerance, dynamic and accommodating with any situation. 
   
2) Training Programme: 
 
 The Foundation has taken into serious training programme particularly to the Non-Muslim. A special 
programme is designed in order to understand the Non-Muslim about Islam clearly and from the original source, 
namely Cultural Awareness Training (CAT). The objective of CAT is to enable Non-Muslim to understand 
Islam and the life and cultural life of the Muslims.  The Co-Ordinator of CAT, Nadem Malik has explained that 
CAT has two main objectives: 
 
a) Education and da’wah. The principle aim of the programme (CAT) is to deliver the message of Islam 
vividly to the Non-Muslim. 
b) Policy influence. The policy influence means that the course participants will influence government policy 
towards the Muslims in Britain. 
The target group of the course is those of Professionals who are directly involved and deal with the Muslims in 
daily life. Based on the finding of the research, currently the participants of the CAT are coming from public 
and private sector like social workers, police officer, teacher, hospital staff, counselor, public relation officer, 
manager and the other (CAT Pamplet). IF believes the understanding of those professionals concerning Islam 
and Muslim cultural life is important in view that they are involved directly with the Muslim community in 
various aspects of daily life. 
 By attending CAT, participants been exposed to both aspects, theory and practical life of Islam. In this 
course they will be given the opportunity to communicate directly with the lecturer through the method of ‘one 
to one dialogue’. This method of teaching provide the opportunity for the participants to know the question 
concerning Islam from primary source rather than secondary sources such as media etc. 
 A study using a questionnaire which carried out by the Foundation itself found that CAT has achieved its 
objective to explain Islam to the Non-Muslim community. Generally, respondents agreed that CAT program has 
increased their understanding of Islam, practical and informative.  
 
3) New Muslims Training Programme: 
 
 IF has taken various initiatives to train and educate New Muslims to understand Islam so that they will be a 
good Muslim preacher. To achieve this particular objective, IF has established New Muslims unit namely New 
Muslims Project (NMP). NMP is considered as an important channel to build confidence among New Muslims 
towards Islam. 
 In fulfilling the NMP objective, IF has organized and conducted training programmes to  deepen the 
understanding of Islam among New Muslims. For example, Islamic Understanding Course is emphasized on the 
basic teachings of Islam i.e. aqidah (Islamic creed), ibadah (acts of devotion) and akhlak (Islamic ethics). 
Besides Islamic Understanding Course, Arabic Course at Elementary Level has been conducted to expose the 
New Muslims to Islamic terms in Arabic Language. Both two courses are aimed at producing the Muslim 
preacher among the New Muslims. 
 
4) Research and Publication: 
 
 The IF gives strong emphasis on research and publication. To The IF, both aspects, research and publication 
are a proper way of propagating da’wah in the West. Since its inception, IF has been emphasized on research 
activities to enhance the development of Islam. For this purpose, IF has set up Academic Committee to 
undertake research activities. The objective of the research according Dr.Ataullah Siddiqui is to seek and 
explore the field where the Muslims facing challenges as a minority group in Europe. He further suggested that 
the IF’s research modus operandi not merely conducting research and publish books and journal, but also 
studying issues related to society, organizing seminars. The expected outcome from seminars and conferences 
are new ideas or input of which could be benefitted for the advancement of Islam and the Foundation itself. 
 IF has concentrated its efforts for research in four major fields i.e. Islamic Economics, comparative religion, 
Islam in Europe and Islamic studies. Priority has been given for research in Islamic economics. This is possibly 
due to the background of the founder of IF Prof Kurshid Ahmad who specialize in Islamic Economics. The 
priority of research in this field is being mentioned by The IF in the following (www.islamic-
foundation.org.uk): 
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 “Since its inception, the Islamic Foundation has accorded a high priority to the promotion of Islamic 
Economics, Banking and Finance”. 
 The Islamic Economics Unit has established to cater research pertaining to Islamic Economics. The Unit 
has the responsibility to study the question concerning to the implementation of the Islamic economic system in 
the modern world. The involvement of IF in the research related to Islamic economics has succeeded in the 
publication of books, journals and working papers in this field. The publication of books, journal and working 
papers from time to time proved the continuous commitment of the IF to initiate and encourage research efforts 
in Islamic economics. 
 Besides research in Islamic economics, research related to comparative religion, Muslim in Europe and 
Islamic studies in general are of the similar importance. Research in comparative religion for example is 
important in order to comprehend the other religion so that it will contribute to the development of Islamic 
da’wah. Being realized that Islam is considered as the second largest religion in Europe, an initiative has taken 
by the IF to do research related to Islam and the Muslims in Europe. The researches focused are to see the real 
situation of Islam and Muslims in Europe, their survival and needs and prospect. Research in Islamic studies 
focuses on exploring the heritage of revealed knowledge. The primary source of this knowledge is The Qur’an. 
The IF has invited scholars from outside Britain to study aspects or themes related to Islamic studies. Research 
in Islamic studies certainly vital in order to disseminate Islamic teachings effectively to the people.    
 
Conclusion: 
 
 The aforementioned concerning da’wah programmes of The Foundation could be considered as the proper 
method of preaching the message of Islam systematically and effectively particularly in Britain and generally in 
The West. The way of the IF undertaking da’wah i.e through training of the professionals, the New Muslims, 
dialogue, research and publication are in line with the spirit of the Qur’anic teaching of da’wah namely al-
hikmah. These methods of da’wah of The Foundation will contribute to promote better understanding of Islam 
among Western community in Europe. At the same time the true image of Islam certainly be promoted in the 
Western context of da’wah. 
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