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ABSTRACT 
 
 Da’wah (invitation) in the term, used in Islam, to invite people to Islam. This does not necessarily mean that 
the sole purpose of da’wah is to make the person Muslim, but rather to inform people the faith and teachings of 
Islam and also to promote social harmony. It is up to people whether to accept the massage of Islam or not. 
Therefore, Islamic da’wah never forced people to accept its massage or teaching. In relation to this, Islam 
suggests da’i (preacher) to present and convey the message of Islam wisely (bi al-hikmah in Arabic /Qur’anic 
term). This paper, try to explore the Experience of the Department of Da’wah, Faculty of Islamic Studies, 
National University of Malaysia in propagating the message of Islam through the method of social services. This 
particular approach has been done in various places in Non-Muslim community in Peninsular Malaysia. The 
paper will, however concentrates on da’wah through social services among Orang Asli or aborigines of 
Malaysia. The method proved very important in delivering Islamic da’wah massage among non-Muslim 
community. 
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Introduction 
 
 Da’wah or call to Islam need special method. The Qur’an for example, clearly indicates the proper method 
of doing da’wah. The following verse reveals the fact: 
“(O Prophet), call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and reason with them in the 
best manner possible” 
(The Qur’an, Chapter 16 (al-Nahl): Verse 125) 
 Therefore, the preacher must bear in mind that da’wah should follow the Qur’anic injunction by 
propagating da’wah wisely or hikmah in Arabic term. The term ‘hikmah’ (Islamic sholar like Dr. Ali Jarisyah 
views that hikmah has a broad meaning among others are knowledge and kindness),  as stated in the verse 
proved the important of propagating da’wah in a proper manner. Da’wah through social service method, is 
therefore in line with the concept of hikmah in da’wah.  
 
Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies: 
 
 Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies is part of the Faculty of Islamic Studies, National University 
of Malaysia. The objectives of its establishment are to (Panduan PraSiswazah Fakulti Pengajian Islam, UKM 
Sesi Akademik 2004-2005:114): 
 
1) Educate students in the field of the philosophy of da’wah and leadership, da’wah movement and thought, 
social studies, da’wah organization, broadcasting, publication and psychology that are in line with current 
da’wah needs 
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2) Producing graduates that capable to accommodate between knowledge (in da’wah and leadership) and 
practical aspect of da’wah and also will contribute significantly to the development of the society and the 
country 
 Therefore, courses which are designated were to meet the objectives of the Department establishment. 
Among the courses offered and taught at the Department of Da’wah and Leadership studies are (See Panduan 
PraSiswazah Fakulti Pengajian Islam, UKM 2008-2009): 
 
- Methodology Da’wah (Preaching Methodology) 
- Kepimpinan dan Pengurusan Islam (Islamic Management and Leadership) 
- Sekularisme, Orientalisme dan Islam (Secularism, Orientalism and Islam) 
- Kajian Budaya Etnik Malaysia (Studies on Malaysian Cultural Ethnic) 
- Metodologi Dakwah kepada Non-Muslim (Da’wah Methodolgy to Non-Muslim) 
- Da’wah dan Multimedia (Da’wah and Multimedia) 
- Psikologi Islam (Islamic Psychology)  
- And etc. 
 
 Besides offering studies at degree level, Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies also offers studies 
at the graduate level (Master Degree and Doctor of Philosophy). 
 
The Need of Da’wah Islamiah:  
 
 Da’wah is an Arabic term which means call or invitation. According to Bahi al-Khuli (in Ra’uf Shalaby 
1974:31), da’wah is not just to inform others of the judgement (ahkam) contained in the Qur’an with the purpose 
of changing their behavior but also to help them realize the ways of Islam and guide them to the fulfillment of 
the commands of Allah. According to the requirements of Islam, the calling or invitation must reach all human 
beings. It invites to Islam those who are not Muslim and have no knowledge about Islam. It also calls on the 
Muslims to practice Islam as perfectly as possible. Al-Khuli further sums up the meaning of da’wah in a very 
interesting way by saying that da’wah “is bring the ummah(nation/people) from one perspective to another 
perspective”. 
 In this relation, da’wah becomes more important due to human weaknesses to differentiate between the 
truth and the false. Thus, the aim of da’wah is to explain and invite people to know and believe about the truth.    
 
Da’wah and Orang ASLI: 
 
 The term Orang Asli, according to Iskandar Carey  (1976:3) is the Malay word for ‘aborigines’. He further 
suggests that the word ‘Orang’ means ‘people’ and the term ‘asli’ comes from the Arabic word ‘asali’ meaning 
‘original’, ‘well-born’ or ‘aristocratic’.  The term ‘Orang Asli’ has been well-received by the aborigines, and it 
has, by now, become widely used used and firmly established. Orang Asli in Peninsular Malaysia refers to three 
main ethnic, that is, the Negritos, the Senoi and the Proto-Malays. From these three major ethnic, they are 
divided into 18 ethnic subgroups (see Colin Nicholas 2000:3 and Iskandar Carey 1976:6) . They are considered 
as the indigenous minority peoples of Peninsular Malaysia. They make up just 0.5 per cent of the national 
population.  
 Since, Islam is a way of life, and a universal religion, all people needs to know about Islam. Islamic way of 
life which promotes good moral values to all mankind should be delivered to all the people including Orang 
Asli. Delivering the Islamic message to Orang Asli is a way of shifting the standard life of Orang Asli in all 
aspects.  
 
Social Services in Da’wah: 
 
 Islam puts emphasis on the social aspect of human life. This particular teaching for example clearly indicate 
in the Qur’an as the following: 
 
”Help one another in acts of righteousness and piety, and do not help one another in sin and transgression” 
(Chapter 5, Al-Ma’idah: 2) 
 
The hadith of The Prophet Muhammad also concerned about this aspect of social service as he said: 
 
“Any Muslim who clothes another Muslim who is naked, Allah will clothe him from the green garments of 
Paradise, Any slim who feeds a Muslim who is hungry, Allah will feed him from the fruit of Paradise, and any 
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Muslim who gives drink to a Muslim who is thirsty, Allah will give him a drink from the Sealed Nectar” 
(Hadith No.654, In Bulugh al-Maram Min Adillat al-Ahkam) 
 
Therefore, the Muslims must have and practice the spirit of righteousness and piety in their daily life. This spirit 
of righteousness, piety and good deeds can be applied through the method of social services. 
 
In the context of Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies, National University of Malaysia (DDLS), 
social services for a year has been a main agenda of da’wah or in other words has been made as a main approach 
of da’wah. 
 
In the light of DDLS, social services are covered the following activities or programmes: 
 
1) Jamuan Makan (Invitation to a meal): 
 
 Jamuan makan or providing meals considered as one of the important methods of da’wah among orang 
Asli. In the early period of his da’wah, the Prophet Muhammad used to use this particular method. He first 
invited all his close relatives to his house and provided them  a meal (Osman Chua 2002:61). It is a matter of 
human which are inclined towards food and drink. Therefore, by serving meals, it can attract Orang Asli to join 
the programme and become closer to the organizer of the programme. Normally, da’wah programme conducted 
in orang Asli village will take about a week. Along this period of a week, students of DDLS will invite Orang 
Asli to join the programme and eat together. This particular way or method will make Orang Asli closer to 
students or preacher.  
 
2) Ziarah (Visiting): 
 
 During the programme, students regularly visit Orang Asli (their foster parents). By visiting their foster 
parents (Orang Asli), students are able to discuss various issues related to Orang Asli affairs and problems. 
Through visiting or ziarah (Arabic term, using widely as a Malay term in Malaysia), students have the 
opportunity to treat well their foster parents and help them wherever necessary. It is a normal practice, students 
give their foster parents food, drink and dress during their visits. 
 
3) Health Services: 
 
 Health services are among an important agenda of servicing Orang Asli. For this purpose, DDLS with the 
corporation of Jabatan Kesihatan (Local Health Department) provide health services to Orang Asli. The Orang 
Asli community has the opportunity to get treatment for certain problems such as skin diseases, fever, blood 
pressure and others. Through this approach, it will make Orang Asli feel that they are taken care of.  
    
4) Sukaneka: 
 
 Another method of da’wah applied by the Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies is sukaneka 
which involved all levels of Orang Asli whether children or adult. Among activities in sukaneka are ‘isi air 
dalam botol’ (filling water into the bottle), bowling kampong (Village Bowling), ‘bawa bola pingpong dalam 
sudu’ (carrying pingpong ball in the spoon using mouth), tiup belon (blowing balloon), tiup sumpit (longpipe 
blowing), war of tugs and etc. These activities will build a close relationship between students and the villagers.  
 
5) Malam Kesenian Islam: 
 
 Malam Kesenian Islam (MKI) or Islamic Concert organised specially to entertain Orang asli but in Islamic 
approach. It is a kind of entertainment. Islam did not prohibit entertainment as long as it will not against good 
moral values. Therefore, according to Islam, one can sing for the sake of his enjoyment. But it should be done in 
a proper manner so as not to disturb the other private life or privilege. Through MKI, students for example make 
a song (Islamic song/nasyid) and theathre. Orang Asli also being offered to perform their own song. 
 
6) Gotong Royong: 
 
 Gotong Royong or cooperation will involve students of DDLS, Orang Asli and also Jabatan Hal Ehwal 
Orang Asli (JHEOA/ Department of Orang Asli Affairs), jabatan Agama Islam Negeri (State Religious 
Department) and also Orang Melayu berjiran (Malay Neighbour to Orang Asli Village). They will hand in hand 
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working together to clean the village. This spirit of gotong royong (helping each other/working collectively) is 
in-line with the Qur’anic injunction: 
 
“Help one another in acts of righteousness and piety and do not help one another in sin and transgression” 
(The Qur’an, Chapter 5, al-Ma’idah: Verse 2)  
 
 In commenting on the verse, Abdullah Yusuf Ali (1989:244) is of the opinion that we should always 
promote the spirit of justice and righteousness. 
 
 All those aspects of social services like an invitation to  meal, ziarah (visit), health service, gotong royong, 
and Malam Kesenian Islam have the objective to make Orang asli closer to the preacher (da’i). These activities 
would also be considered as a kind of da’wah bil hal (situational da’wah). 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 The message of Islam is the universal message. Therefore, the Muslims have the responsibility to do 
da’wah and preaching the Islamic teachings to all mankind by wisdom (hikmah). This particular method of 
hikmah among other thing can be applied through the method of social services. To accommodate this kind of 
method, the Department of Da’wah and Leadership Studies, Faculty of Islamic studies, National University of 
Malaysia has been since 17 years ago applied the method of social services in doing da’wah among the Orang 
Asli in Peninsular Malaysia and well accepted by Orang Asli in various places.    
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