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ABSTRACT 
 
 Aboriginal People or in Malay word known as Orang Asli are considered as the native people in Malaysia. 
They can be divided into three major groups namely Malay-Proto, Negrito and Senoi. The 2004 statistic shows 
that their total number in Peninsular Malaysia is 149,723 (Research and Planning Division, Department of 
Orang Asli Affairs Malaysia, 2005). Generally, the life standard of Orang Asli is being considered as poor 
(mostly hardcore poor). Various efforts have done by whether government agencies or private sectors to 
enhance the standard life of Orang Asli economically, spiritually, socially and educationally. In latest 
development their standard or life quality much more better than previously in terms of economy, spiritual, 
social and educational. This situation related to the life standard of Orang Asli are of importance in relation to 
the concept of Cultural Tourism. Therefore, this article tries to explore the life standard of Orang Asli and its 
relationship with Cultural Tourism.    
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Introduction 
 
 Aboriginal people or in Malay word called Orang Asli. In Peninsular Malaysia (there are no Orang Asli in 
two states in Peninsular Malaysia i.e Pulau Pinang and Perlis in Northern Part of Peninsular Malaysia), Orang 
Asli normally live in the jungle or very remote area. Nowadays, some of them living in rural area neighborhood 
in Malay village or small town. The need to develop the Orang Asli community as a marginal group has been 
done by various parties/agencies particularly by  Ministry of Rural Development Malaysia through Jabatan Hal 
Ehwal Orang Asli (Department of Orang Asli Affairs), Department of Prime Minister Malaysia through 
Department of Islamic Advancement Malaysia (JAKIM), Department of State Religious Affairs and other 
related agencies. This article tries to discuss some important issues pertaining to enhancing life quality of 
aboriginal people in Peninsular Malaysia and its relationship with cultural tourism. 
 
A Source of Cultural Tourism: 
 
 Cultural tourism means (or culture tourism) the subset of tourism concerned with a country or region's 
culture, specifically the lifestyle of the people in those geographical areas, the history of those people, their art, 
architecture, religion(s), and other elements that helped shape their way of life. Cultural tourism includes 
tourism in urban areas, particularly historic or large cities and their cultural facilities such as museums and 
theatres. The Malaysian government has set up the Jabatan Hal Ehwal Orang Asli Malaysia (Department of 
Orang Asli Affairs) with the responsibility to oversee the affairs of the Orang Asli. The main objectives of 
Jabatan Hal Ehwal Orang Asli are to eradicate poverty among the Orang Asli, and improving their general 
livelihood. It is also the objective of Jabatan Hal Ehwal Orang Asli (JHEOA) to abolish the difference in 
income, education, health and access to basic infrastructure between the aboriginals and other Malaysian 
communities. Increase the capability, confidence, courage, image, discipline, sustenance and self-competency 
among the aboriginals while decreasing negative thoughts and segregation by the general public. To improve the 
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quality of health as well as eradicating infectious diseases (www.jheoa.gov.my). It is believed that 80% of 
Orang Asli lived below the poverty line. Orang Asli are traditionally animists, where they believe in the 
presence of spirits in various objects. However, nowadays there are also among them embraced Islam, 
Christianity, Buddhism and Bahaism.   
 The existence of Orang Asli in Peninsular Malaysia has become one of a source of attraction for tourists 
from outside to visit Malaysia. Visitors from outside (foreigners) are keen to visit Orang Asli village in 
Peninsular Malaysia due to their unique lifestyle. It is interesting to note that, even though their life is simple, 
but they are rich with tradition. Orang Asli is believed to have many potentials. Living in the jungle make them 
closer to various resources to be exploited. They can perform good song, mastering in handicraft and works 
related to their surrounding area. 
 
Enhancing Life Quality of ORANG ASLI: 
 
 Various agencies whether government or non-government are taking initiative to help to develop and 
enhance life quality of Orang Asli through different approaches. Among the agencies which are concerned on 
Orang Asli affairs are Jabatan Hal Ehwal Orang Asli /JHEOA (Department of Orang Asli Affairs Malaysia.), 
Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia (Department of Islamic Adavancement Malaysia), States Religious Affairs 
Department, Muslim Welfare Organisation Malaysia (Pertubuhan Kebajikan Islam Malaysia) and also Islamic 
Youth Movement Malaysia (ABIM). Lately, several public universities in Malaysia like the National University 
of Malaysia (UKM) and International Islamic University Malaysia has taken the similar initiative to contribute 
to the better life of Orang Asli. The efforts of those agencies generally can be seen in the following aspects:  
 
a) Education, Intellectual and Spiritual development: 
 
 Research conducted by Faculty of Economics and Business, National University of Malaysia student under 
Dr Doris Padmini Selvaratnam supervision shows that 50% of Orang Asli are having drop out problem 
(Research titled “Pendidikan Orang Asli). The data show that the Orang Asli’s education are in a critical 
situation. Therefore, to uplift the standard quality of education among Orang Asli, JHEOA for example has 
taken initiatives to encourage educational programs, training and mind development amongst children, teenagers 
and aboriginal youth as a preparation towards leaving their dependency towards land-based economy 
(www.jheoa.gov.my). For the adult, several steps have been taken to change the life of Orang Asli. Pendidikan 
Kesejahteraan Keluarga (PKK) /Harmonious Education for Family and Pendidikan Literasi Kefungsian (PLF) 
/Functional Literacy Education are an example of such efforts. Generally, it is a fact that Orang Asli still left far 
behind the other ethnic groups in Peninsular Malaysia in terms of educational achievement. This is due to 
among other less infrastructure particularly school. It is the responsibility of the government to provide 
sufficient educational infrastructure for the betterment of Orang Asli education. 
 Besides JHEOA, JAKIM also plays its role in terms of religious education. In order to change the way of 
Orang Asli thinking, JAKIM has done various initiatives to educate Orang asli usually related to religious 
education. For example, Penggerak Masyarakat Orang Asli (PMOA) which might be considered as muballigh 
(Preacher) to teach Orang Asli Asas-Asas Islam (Basic teachings of Islam), Al-Qur’an (Qur’anic classes – 
teaching the art of reciting the Qur’an), and also adab-adab sebagai Orang Islam (Muslim code of Ethics).  
 
b) Infrastructure: 
 
 Compared to other ethnic group in Malaysia, Orang Asli still left far behind in terms of standard quality of 
life. Some of them live in a very remote area viz. in the jungle. Most of their villages far away from town. In 
order to upgrade the standard life of Orang Asli, Malaysian Government under RMK-8 has allocated some of 
RM83,887,000.00 to relocate Orang Asli in a proper village with sufficient infrastructure (under integrated 
development projects) such as Poor Housing Citizens Project (Projek Perumahan Rakyat Termiskin/PPRT), a 
community centre, multi-purpose hall, tap water and electricity supply. Under 2009 budget, the Government of 
Malaysia has increased the allocation for development of Orang Asli. RM160 million being allocated for this 
purpose (Budget 2009 was presented by former prime Minister of Malaysia, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi). This kind of development projects is in line with the strategy of the Department of Orang Asli Affairs 
with emphasized to promote a more modern and progressive aboriginal and eliminate any negative stereotypes 
(www.jheo.gov.my).   
 
c) Socio-Economy: 
 
 As to uplift their socio-economy aspect,  the Malaysian government has taken initiatives to help Orang Asli 
having a better life. The government gives more emphasis on projects related to socioeconomic development 
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and human development. The government is of the opinion that Orang Asli should not depend anymore on 
traditional form/source of economy like hunting, forest product, fishing and other. They should be encouraged 
to be involved in business, commercialized the jungle products. Therefore, the Government focused on land 
development activities, encouraged small scale industry, agricultural machinery assistance, entrepreneurship 
training and planting palm oil commercially. These particular efforts are part of government commitment to 
help to develop Orang Asli.   
 
Conclusion: 
 
 The efforts made by the Government of Malaysia in developing Orang Asli educationally, economically, 
socially and also in terms of infrastructure are vital. At the same time, it will help to promote cultural tourism. 
This also will help the government aspiration to achieve 20 million tourists to visit Malaysia by 2010. It is 
important to note that the advancement of Orang Asli can help to promote Cultural Tourism in Malaysia. 
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