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Introduction 
 
 Malaysia is a country of diverse races and religions. However, religious harmony among the followers still 
maintained through the cooperation and understanding that has been agreed for years. In this respect, Islam is 
the official religion that dominates the religious practices in Malaysia. As the official religion, the practice of 
syariat has been practiced widely by Muslims. The expansion of Islam was also spread among non-Muslims 
through da’wah carried out on an individual basis, jamaah or through the activities carried out by the 
government. This present articles are not a comprehensive history of the Islamic da‘wah in Malaysia. In fact, it 
was not my objective as a guest editor to cover everything and all pertaining to the rich history of Muslim  
da’wah activities in Malaysia. The aim of this compilation or articles on nature of da’wah in Malaysia was 
much more straight forward – It aimed to show how da‘wah has taking placed not only in Malaysia but also in 
the outside world in their role to expand this holy religion among human beings.  
 I believe that all the articles produced by the researchers are referred from various sources. But of course, 
first there are the primary texts analysis of historical and contemporary Muslim religious thought can do 
without, namely the Quran and Hadith compilations. 11 article have been selected in a special publication which 
focusing on the issue of da’wah particularly in Malaysia. To facilitate the discussion, l have divided these 
articles into two major themes, namely Malaysian nature of da’wah which focusing on the history and 
contemporary da’wah activities followed by second theme emphasing on the current scenario on various issues, 
namely Islamic values in Malaysia’s mass media, Islamic financial through Takaful and hysteria among youth in 
a secondary school in Malaysia. 
 In the first theme an introduction to the framework of multi-ethnic culture and society have been submitted 
by the author Razaleigh et. al. I think this a good start for the collection of the articles to provide a clear 
perspective of how ethnic diversity is practiced in Malaysia society. This is a fact that Malaysia's multi-racial 
society contains many ethnic groups. Malays and indigenous groups comprise 67.4% of the population. By 
constitutional definition, all Malays are Muslims. About a quarter of the population is ethnic Chinese, a group 
which historically has played an important role in trade and business. This situation ultimately shape the patterns 
of political, socio-economic development among the three major races in Malaysia, namely the Malay, Chinese 
and Indian. 
 The second paper, on the roles of internet in doing da’wah, was described by Muhamad Faisal Asha’ari, et 
al.  Historically, the second half of the 20th century has been marked by an ever increasing scope of Muslim 
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missionary activities, ranging from publications, tapes and public seminars to preaching, in mosques and on 
street corners. Until recently (to be sure, it has continued to the present), a face-to-face meeting was an 
inevitable initial step in a mission. Until recently, nature of da’wah in Malaysia was changing radically. Now, 
one needs not leave his or her home or office in order to contact Muslim missionaries and immediately receive 
information on Islam, while staying in permanent live contact. The Internet has enabled people to obtain 
enormous amount of information with the least effort. Answers sought to concrete questions can be obtained 
almost instantaneously by sending an e-mail message at virtually no cost. Online conferences and discussions on 
Islam have become common and there abounds information on both da‘wah and converting to Islam. In this 
article, Muhamad Faisal Asha’ari proposes a model of online al-dacwah al-fardiyyah that incorporates the 
traditional approach of al-dacwah al-fardiyyah which is based on face to face with a model of online 
communication. In conclusion, this article reveals that the internet, in future times can be a tool that supports the 
works of al-dacwah where the al-daci can be used as long as the core objectives of al-dacwah were met.  
 Meanwhile, the papers written by Abdul Ghafar Don, et al, followed by Razaleigh Muhamat @ Kawangit, 
et al explore possibility of da’wah as a subject to be taught formally in secondary school and institutions of 
higher learning in Malaysia,  Abdul Ghafar Don, et al urged the urgent needs of teaching of da’wah due to the 
fact that it is becoming important by provide them with the understanding of ilm al-da’wah (knowledge of 
da’wah) and realize them the responsibility to do da’wah within the community at large. Meanwhile, the context 
of da’wah in the social aspect of assimilation between Chinese Muallaf and their Malay counterparts, 
particularly in Capital City of Kuala Lumpur has been described in detailed by Razaleigh Muhamat @ 
Kawangit, et al. I found interesting to know the fact that Muallaf (Chinese person who has converted to Islam), 
apparently fall into two district groups: the majority group has rejected their previous customs, traditions and 
‘way of life’ in order to embrace Islam. The remaining (smaller) group is ‘born into’ the Chinese Muallaf 
community and therefore not confronted with decisions which divide them from their former ethnic ties. There 
are also unique concepts of Muallaf in Malaysia as discussed in this article. The first one known Muallaf as ‘our 
brother’ and ‘new brother’ among Malay Muslims while the second one categorised all the converts in one 
category called ‘Muallaf’ which referred to those who are not Malay. Based on the results obtained, the authors 
revealed that the social assimilation level of Chinese Muallaf in Kuala Lumpur is still at low level. 
 The next two articles authored by Abdul Ghafar Don, et.al and Abdul Ghafar Don, et.al were discussed on 
da’wah in a wide perspective. Both articles discuss the overseas da’wah movement especially in Sri Langka and 
in the west. Similar to Malaysia, Sri Langka is a country of multi-ethnic (Sinhalese, Tamil, Muslim and 
Burgher) multi-religious (Buddhist, Hindu, Islam and Christians), and multi-linguistic (Sinhalese, Tamil and 
English) in character. Abdul Gahfar claims that da’wah activities in Sri Langka are still not organized properly. 
In fact, there is no study carried out to measure the Sri Lankan situation, no plan and strategy formulated 
accordingly and no programmes and activities designed for the sake of the da’wah among non-Muslims. It 
appears to be somewhere casual and in some places unsystematic. Some of them are carrying it out occasionally, 
but in a limited circle and scope. In this article, some strategies and approaches in improving da’wah movement 
were recommended including presenting Islam on positive lines as an alternate way of life to the people of Sri 
Lanka, developing social harmony between the communities and establishing good rapport with people. 
Meanwhile, the following article written by the similar authors discuss the roles of The Islamic Foundation (IF) 
in presenting the true image of Islam in the West, mainly in the United Kingdom. This article describes how 
da’wah movement was successfully implemented in the United Kingdom by the IF through training of the 
professionals, the wew Muslims, dialogue, research and publication which are in line with the spirit of the 
Qur’anic teaching of da’wah namely al-hikmah. These methods of da’wah of IF will contribute to promote 
better understanding of Islam among Western community in Europe. At the same time the true image of Islam 
certainly is promoted in the Western context of da’wah. 
 The Quran implies that da‘wah was continuously exercised by God’s messengers, up to Muhammad. 
However, since Muhammad was the last prophet sent to mankind by its Creator, his mission as a da‘i is of 
crucial importance. In Malaysia, the da’wah movement was also carried out among the indigenous society. This 
scenario has been discussed in detail by two articles written by Abdul Ghafar Don, et.al and Abdul Ghafar Don, 
et.al. Article entitled “Da’wah through social services method: The experience of the Department of Da’wah 
and Leadership Studies, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia” for instance discusses the role played by the 
department for over 17 years in da’wah works among the indigenous people in Malaysia. In this article, Abdul 
Ghafar stressed that all aspects of social services like an invitation to meal, ziarah (visit), health service, gotong 
royong, and Malam Kesenian Islam have the objective to make indigenous peoples closer to the preacher. These 
activities would also be considered as a kind of da’wah bil hal (situational da’wah).  
 Da’wah efforts to the indigenous people were also discussed in his second article on ‘enhancing life quality 
of aboriginal people in Malaysia and its relationship with cultural tourism’. In this article, the authors state that 
the role of government agencies especially Department of Orang Asli Affairs Malaysia, Department of Islamic 
Advancement Malaysia, etc in improving quality of life of indigenous people in Malaysia. They revealed that 
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the efforts made by the Government of Malaysia in developing indigenous people educationally, economically, 
socially and also in terms of infrastructure are vital. At the same time, it will help to promote cultural tourism. 
 The last group of three final articles discusses issues on Islamic values in Malaysia’s mass media, Islamic 
financial through Takaful and hysteria among youth in a secondary school in Malaysia. The first issue in this 
group is written by Siti Rugayah Tibek, et al. Initially, the Malaysian government, under its civilizational project 
called ‘Islam Hadhari’, attempting to deliver the dynamic message of Islam through various media, including 
television programmes. The Radio, Television Malaysia (RTM) in this regard, had been using drama as an 
effective communication media to deliver its message, therefore the themes of the television drama had been 
changed accordingly to the changing time and situations. Thus, the revival of Islamic awareness during the 
1970s had tremendous influence on  TV1 in which it also appeared to broadcast drama that have elements of 
da’wah.  This article concludes that from the respondent’s point of view the da’wah drama in this regard, has 
played an important role in delivering da’wah message effectively among the audience. Having the fact that in 
Malaysia, 96% of the households possess televisions and 87% of adults watch television, by using television as 
a da’wah medium in disseminating Islamic values, the da’wah target will be widened and hence increase its 
effectiveness. 
 Razaleigh Muhamat @ Kawangit, et. al discuss the management of Takaful business models in Malaysia. 
They state that mutuality in Islamic insurance may lose its ground, although the term takaful itself brings the 
meaning of ‘mutual guarantee’. Most of the issues are associated with the conflict of interest between the 
shareholders and the policyholders as a result of takaful ‘commercialization’. In fact, the modified models 
(either mudarabah or wakalah) might be proposed by the takaful operators to ensure that reasonable profits will 
be available to shareholders. 
 Last but not least, article written by Fariza Md. Sham, et.al on the issue of hysteria- a symptom of 
emotional disturbance and mental disorder that is common among adolescent girls in Malaysia. This is an 
alarming situation for schools and parents because this phenomenon has an effect on the learning process and a 
psychological impact on students. This study examined the phenomenon of hysteria to identify its factors, 
symptoms and treatment. Based on the questionnaires and interviews, hysteria can be caused by psychological 
factors, psychiatric disorders and the cultural and religious factors. Common symptoms of hysteria include 
difficulty sleeping, aches and pains, extreme anxiety, hallucinations and nightmares. The study suggests 
combined treatment from psychologists, psychiatrists and alternative Islamic medicine to treat hysteria. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 I shall concluded here that da‘wah as a truly missionary activity not in Malaysia but elsewhere. Da‘wah 
today is growing more assertive – the proliferation of organizations pursuing it, spread of published and online 
material on need for and doing da‘wah, even formalization of da‘wah education, all indicate the ever-expanding 
scope of Muslim missionary activities. With all 11 articles that have been discussed, I hope that it will be 
beneficial to the reader as a valuable reference for further studies. Finally, l wish to thank Associate Professor 
Dr Abdul Ghafar Don and Dr. Razaleigh Muhamat @ Kawangit for their tireless efforts in pulling together all 
these papers and all the referees and the authors of the papers for the time and effort in ensuring that their 
contributions can be published here in the Advances in Natural and Applied Sciences. 


