
165 
Advances in Natural and Applied Sciences, 7(2): 164-172, 2013 
ISSN 1995-0772    
 
This is a refereed journal and all articles are professionally screened and reviewed 
 

ORIGINAL ARTICLE 
 

Corresponding Author: Mohamad Zaidin Mohamad, Faculty of Islamic Contemporary Studies, Universiti Sultan Zainal 
Abidin, 21300  K. Terengganu, Malaysia. 

Factors of the Rise and Fall of Human Civilization based on the Perspective of Al-
Quran 
 
Mohamad Zaidin Mohamad, Basri Ibrahim, Sofyuddin Yusof & Abdul Wahid Salleh 
 
Faculty of Islamic Contemporary Studies, Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin, 21300  K. Terengganu, Malaysia. 
 

Mohamad Zaidin Mohamad, Basri Ibrahim, Sofyuddin Yusof & Abdul Wahid Salleh: Factors of the 
Rise and Fall of Human Civilization based on the Perspective of Al-Quran 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Al-Quran was sent down to organize human’s life in various aspects of life from ibadah matters to human 
relations between nations, based on the guidelines sent down by Allah. It also serves as a guide to show all 
mankind towards the right path and to avoid them from the darkness (or the absence of light). It contains 
explanation on faith, knowledge, worship to Allah, economic principles, relationship between nations, social 
relationship, warfare and peacemaking and country’s regulations as well as stories of previous mankind and the 
civilization they built in this world. In explaining about the regulations of developing life, al-Quran presents the 
factors that contribute to the rise and fall or collapse of civilization of a certain nation in the world. These 
factors are important to be studied and pondered on by all mankind in this world so that the collapse of 
civilization of previous mankind will not repeat itself in this era. The rise of human civilization is not limited 
solely to material development but it also involves mental and spiritual development.  
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Introduction 
 

Al-Quran is the main reference for the Muslims in their lives. The stories about the rise and fall of previous 
humanity that exist in the al-Quran are not only for entertainment and pleasant-in-the-ear purposes. It is a 
history full with teachings and lessons for human’s consciousness. Truly, humans are just actors who make the 
world stage alive and they are always being replaced consistent with the time circulation. But the stories stay the 
same, those who are good, who realize their responsibilities, who make peace with the world by abiding to the 
rules set by the Owner will obtain happiness, while those who disobey, who were arrogant, who always did 
aberration and damages (in various forms) until Allah brought to them many kinds of warnings and destructions. 
All these can be understood well if we plunge into the lessons behind these stories told by Allah in His holy 
book (al-Quran). Therefore, this paperwork tries to analyze the issue of the rise and fall of the ancient 
civilization (why and how) and tries to encourage the readers to make assessment to the phenomena that 
happened around us nowadays. 

 
Civilization in the Al-Quran: 

 
The term civilization or other terms that have similar meaning like hadharah, advancement, madani, 

development, culture and so on and so forth has been widely discussed be it by Islamic scholars or western 
scholars. We can conclude that civilization carries the definition of all achievement made by humans that covers 
all aspects of life such as political, social as well as economical. 

Surveying the contents of the Al-Quran, we shall not find a certain debate that focuses on the term itself. 
Rather, we shall find terms which definition and comprehension refer to the civilization terminology itself. This 
is due to the fact that Al-Quran is not a book that discusses the issue of terminologies or theories (Gharab, 
1985). Rather it is a hidayah (guidance) book where a large portion of its contents described the issues in 
humans’ life that had taken place in the past. Here we will try to discuss a few terms that are related to 
civilizations. They are: 

i)  Qarar: still or stable. According to arabic verbal (Ibn Manzur, 214), al-hadar or al-hadarah is a town 
or dwelling place (qura) because its residents dwell in an area and they have decent habitat and they produce 
stability (qarar). Because of that, the word hadarah (civilization) in Arabic language refers to the residing and 
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the stability that exists in towns and dwelling places. Henceforth, qarar or istiqrar (stability) is a crucial element 
that brings out civilizations into its existence because it is this life stability that allows mankind to focus on the 
development of knowledge, technology, to build big towns and parks as well as to form rules and laws in the 
community. Allah said: “It is Allah who created the earth for you to dwell in and the sky as the roof” (Quran, al-
Ghafir: 64) and “And you must stay at your house and do not decorate and act like the ancient Jahiliyah people” 
(Quran, al-Ahzab: 33). 

ii)  Qaryah: human habitat. The author of Tafsir al-Manar mentioned that qaryah means capital city or big 
city which usually becomes the dwelling place for the elite group, specifically the rulers or authorities (Hayshur, 
1998). Therefore, the delegation of prophets in areas like Makkah, Sadum, Madyan and Ahqaf has its own 
wisdom in terms of political, social and long term dakwah (preach) strategies. In reality, civilization usually 
emerges from these areas. The word can be seen in surah Muhammad.Allah said: “And many a town, stronger 
than your town (Makkah) (O Muhammad SAW) which has driven you out We have destroyed. And there was 
none to help them” (Quran, Muhammad: 13). 

iii)  Shiddah and quwwah: firm and strong. Both terms were mentioned many times in the al-Quran to 
depict the strength and greatness of civilization achieved by a certain clan. Allah said: “They said, we possess 
great strength and are great warriors (in war), and the decision is yours, therefore consider what you will 
command” (Quran, al-Naml: 33). In other verse, Allah said: “Do they not travel through the earth, and see what 
was the end (suffered) of those before them? They were superior to them in strength: they tilled the soil and 
populated it in greater numbers than these have done: there came to them their messengers with clear signs: it 
was not Allah who wronged them, but they wronged their own souls” (Quran, al-Rum: 9). 

Besides, we can summarize that the apostles are not only the parties who guide humankind towards faith 
and full obedience to Allah, but also at the same time, are the leaders of the people towards civilization and 
development. This was proven with the expertise rewarded by Allah to every prophet. Prophet Nuh (Noah) for 
instance, was a great ship builder and captain. (Quran, Hud: 37-38, 41; al-Qamar: 13-15). Prophet Ibrahim 
(Abraham) and his son Prophet Ismail were construction engineers (Quran, al-Baqarah: 127). Prophet Daud 
(David) was an expert in metal steel casting and weaponry (Quran, al-Anbiya’: 80; Saba’: 10-11). Meanwhile, 
Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) was an expert in administration and economics (Quran, Yusuf: 55).   

 
The Rise of Civilization:  

 
The rise of mankind civilization is not limited to material development only but it also involves mental and 

spiritual development, because a human is composed of spirit and body and these two elements have to be 
developed simultaneously. Factors of the Rise of Civilization of a Nation: 

 
i) Faith Strength: faith is a form of inner strength that is so strong, nothing can surpass it. Qutb (1982) 

had once explained that the faith that builds civilization is not faith in terms of syar’i or fiqhi, but it involves 
faith in habits and values in humans’ lives itself which is the faith that connects mortal human creatures, with 
the eternal Allah (s.w.t), from whom come into existence all things that exist in this universe. It is this faith that 
improve hearts, prepare souls, create various responsibilities and personify humans into a new mold (al-Khatib, 
n.d). It is this strength that makes the Muslims the best human nation, produced for humans and succeeded in 
achieving brilliant victories in facing the Rome empire in spite of lacking in headcounts and equipment. With 
such faith, the Muslims achieved brilliance in fighting the Tatar army who invaded Islamic countries from the 
East and the cross army from the west. It is also with this faith that the Muslims achieved success in facing the 
descendents of those invaders who came from the east and west. Faith is the most potent weapon for the 
Muslims in facing the kufur’s (disbelievers of Allah and His Messenger) strength; in fact it is the main and the 
most basic weapon. When there is faith, there is a way to achieve victory and strengthening of one’s position. 
When there is no faith, all armaments will not give even the smallest benefit (al-Qaradawi, 1985).  

While the Muslims were facing the strength if Persian and Rome, they did not owned a big number of army, 
in fact they did not even have a large sum of assets. They were a poor nation, who lived moderately, while their 
enemies were way more advanced than them, not only in terms of various sophisticated weaponry that they 
owned, but also in terms of planning organization and coordinated military training. The only one the strongest 
weapon for the Muslims at that time was faith. With faith, they felt that they were better than the jahiliyah army 
even though the numbers, strength, civilization, laws and rules of lives of the Rome and Persian, were far 
advanced than the Muslims. It was true what Allah had promised: ‘So do not become weak (against your enemy 
in the battle to save and uphold Islam), nor be sad (of what will fall upon you), and you will be superior (in 
victory against your enemy) if you are indeed (true) believers (Quran, Al ‘Imran: 139).  

Allah said again: ‘Allah has promised, to those among you who believe and work righteous deeds (of 
Muhammad followers), that he will, surely grant them in the land, inheritance of power, as he granted it to those 
before them; that he will establish in authority their religion (Islam), the one which he has chosen for them; and 
that he will change their state, after the fear in which they lived, to one of security and peace (from enemy’s 
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threat). They will worship me alone and not associate anything with me. And (remember) if any do reject faith 
after this, they are rebellious and wicked’ (Quran, al-Nur: 55).  

ii) The Strength of Religious Practices: religious practices are inseparable from faith, because religious 
practices are the result of faith itself. However, the religious practices mentioned here are not the practices that 
only focus on prayer, fast, and such, but at the same time, pay no attention at all to the making of armaments 
that can make alive the faith, fail to perform jihad (holy war) and others, instead it covers a wide scope. Any 
kind of activities for the purpose of eliminating sadness, lighten people’s sufferings, helping those who are 
oppressed, assisting those who are suppressed, settling debts for those who are in debt, showing ways for those 
who are lost, teaching those who are ignorant, preventing harm from a certain creature, throwing away 
something that blocks the road path, or being nice to everything alive in this world, are all religious practices(al-
Qaradawi, 1985). 

In short, religious practices cover all kind of good practices, that are performed with sincere intention for 
the sake of Allah, with not the slightest intention of getting worldly reward, passion as well as lust. These kind 
of religious deeds are the formula that can treat the crisis faced by the Muslims nowadays; indeed it is a way to 
all kind of development, the basis of all kind of civilizations and the only way to achieve advancement desired. 
Allah  said: ‘And verily, We have written in the Books that have been sent after they are written in Lauh 
Mahfuz: Whereas the world will be inherited by my slaves who work righteousness’ (Quran, al-Anbiya’: 105). 
Allah said: ‘Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or she) is a true believer (of 
Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment and lawful 
provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion to the best of what they used to do (i.e. 
Paradise in the Hereafter) (Quran, al-Nahl: 97.  

iii) The strength of Knowledge: what is meant by the strength of knowledge here is the knowledge that 
may bring satisfaction to human’s soul and body simultaneously which is religion with all the branches as well 
as knowledge in the fields of science, geography, economy, computer, medicine, sociology, anthropology, 
astronomy, warfare technology and others. Knowledge in religion functions as a cure, while the current 
knowledge serves as food. Both are needed. Knowledge will not bring any benefit if it does not bring humans to 
know the God who created them. There is no use of knowing everything about the universe and everything 
inside it, if at the same time, we forget about The One who created the universe. This kind of knowledge will 
not provide any guidance for humans to recognize the goals of their lives and their tasks in this world. Today the 
western society built their civilization with the strength of knowledge, but what a shame that the civilization that 
they build, is a civilization that has no etiquette and blinded on one eye. A western scholar named Collin Wilson 
has once depicted the western society as a swine society, because it only satisfies human body only but it omits 
spiritual aspect. The same opinion was also suggested by Arnold Toynbe (Salih, 1996).   

To limit knowledge to religious knowledge alone is also not accurate because it was not the path taken by 
earlier generations of Islam, in fact personal isolation from the world and the knowledge related to it, is a form 
of crime for the Muslims. Islamic scholars have determined since a long time ago that it is Fardu Kifayah 
(compulsory religious obligation) for Islam followers to learn all knowledge needed by the Muslims be it in 
religious matters or in worldly matters and all Muslims are considered to have sinned, if no one amongst them 
learn the knowledge. Among the people, the authorities will be sinned the most, because they had not put any 
effort to do so (al-Qaradawi, 1992). Allah said: ‘…so that Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, 
and those who have been granted knowledge (amongst you) a few degrees. And (remember) Allah is Well-
Acquainted with what you do’ (Quran, al-Mujadalah: 11).  

iv) The Strength of Jihad: what is meant by jihad here is not only jihad in the form of using the 
weaponry strength to fight the enemies in the battlefield, especially in countries invaded by the enemies of 
Islam. This kind of jihad has never been denied its obligation and continuation until the day of resurrection. This 
jihad is more like a physical form of jihad. Another form of jihad is inner jihad which is jihad against one’s 
desire and lust from being lazy, slow and et cetera, jihad against hesitation inflicted by shaytan (devil) and its 
supporters as well as jihad against the munafikin (hypocrite in Islam) amongst the society, who always create all 
kinds of problems. Another form of jihad required in Islam is jihad madani in terms of developing the ummah 
(Islam followers) in various fields, so that we can be at the same level with the other nations. This jihad does not 
require the use of fire arms; rather it needs energy, thinking, planning, execution and so on and so forth. The 
strength of jihad in these two aspects involves conquering religious knowledge and contemporary knowledge 
simultaneously. Otherwise, jihad will only be sweet talk of the mouth. 

The purpose of jihad on Allah’s cause, is to perform manhaj Allah (Allah’s methodology) in this world, to 
declare Allah’s power upon humans and to execute His shariah laws, to ensure the spread of goodness, 
peacefulness and advancement of humans lives (al-Asnawi, n.d). Jihad requires strength in all forms, and 
because of that it is not surprising that the Muslims had achieved nobel civilization previously, just by 
understanding what Allah has said: ‘Against them (enemies who invade) make ready your strength to the utmost 
of your power, including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies, of Allah and your 
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enemies, and others besides, whom you may not know, but whom Allah do know. Whatever you shall spend in 
the cause of Allah, shall be repaid unto you, and you shall not be treated unjustly’ (Quran, al-Anfal: 60).  

v) The Strength of Legislation: legislative power is an important form of power in a country. The rise 
and the strength of a country exist when the laws are respected and practiced as much as possible. On the other 
hand, if the laws are only applied onto the citizens of normal class only while the citizens of elite class who are 
guilty of certain crimes, are above the law and not affected by it, the practice of such laws is a kind of weakness 
that becomes an easy point for a nation to fail, because laws are made to uphold justice amongst humanity. 
When justice failed to be enforced, the country and its citizens will be under chaos.The laws that is most capable 
of upholding justice amongst mankind is the laws sent down by Allah from above, because Allah is the All-
Knower of the habits and behaviors of humans of whom He created as well as the laws that can stop and prevent 
humans from doing all kinds of wrongdoings and crimes, which is like an internal cancer that can silently 
destroy the ummah (mankind). Realizing this truth, Khalifah Umar bin Al-Khattab took the liberty to execute 
caning punishment, because of a minimum mistakes performed by his son Abd al-Rahman al-Awsat who 
consumed an alcoholic drink (al-Kandahlawi, 1987). Allah (s.w.t) said: ‘And now have We set you (O 
Muhammad) on a clear road of (Our) commandment; so follow it, and follow not the whims of those who know 
not (of the truth) (Quran, al-Jathiyah: 18).  

vi) The Strength of Unity: unity is a crucial element in the rise of a nation, even though that nation is 
small and has a limited numbers of citizens. Al-Quran puts a strong emphasis on this unity, especially in facing 
the enemies and making development plans for the country. Allah said: ‘And obey Allah and His Messenger. 
and fall into no disputes, lest ye lose heart and your power depart; and be patient and persevering: For Allah is 
with those who patiently persevere’ (Quran, al-Anfal: 46). Among the important forms of unity is the unity in 
between the power of knowledge represented by the scholars and the power of politics represented by the rulers. 
This method has been applied in history where it had happened many times in the history of mankind and 
culture. In an era where damage attacks the educational and political institution, fanaticism always widespread 
until the problem inside and outside the country cannot be solved. It was the energy of unity in between these 
two institutions that had strengthens the kingdom of Allah’s prophet, Prophet Solomon a long time ago. 

Allah said: ‘The one who possessed knowledge from the book said, I can bring it to you in the blink of your 
eye." When he saw it settled in front of him, he said, "This is a blessing from my Lord, whereby He tests me, to 
show whether I am appreciative or unappreciative. And (truly) whoever is appreciative is appreciative for his 
own good, and if one turns unappreciative, then my Lord is in no need for him, because verily, my Lord is the 
Most Honorable’ (Quran, al-Naml: 40).  

 
The Collapse of a Civilization: 

 
The cognition of the ayah in the Quran explained that, a collapse of a civilization does not necessarily 

involve total destruction or in other words full extermination upon a certain nation or civilization. One important 
aspect that has to be emphasized here is the biggest and most severe destruction is a destruction of the nation’s 
identity. History proved that the fall of a civilization may happen in two situations, which is total destruction 
like the one the befell on the Ad and Thamud people or identity destruction until the people become weak and 
static and no longer able to affect or influence the outside world. With the diminishing of influence from the 
civilizations that drive the world at a certain period of time, there will emerge other civilizations stronger and 
more potent to replace the previous civilizations. This is what was mentioned by Hayshur as “Sunan al-Tadawul 
wa al-Istibdal al-Hadari” (The Nature of Circulation and Replacement of Civilization) (Hasyur, 1998). 

We have to truly believe that Allah will never cut His blessings and conveniences owned by His slaves until 
they themselves do not desire the blessings and conveniences anymore, by performing all kinds of immoral 
activities and damages. In other words, unappreciative for what Allah has given. Allah said: ‘Indeed Allah does 
not change His favor upon any nation until they change their own condition’ (Quran, al-Ra’d: 11). Allah said: 
‘That (punishment) is so because Allah will never change the grace which He hath bestowed on a people until 
they change what is in their (own) souls: and verily Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth (all things). (Deeds) 
after the manner of the people of Pharaoh and those before them": They treated as false the Signs of their Lord: 
so We destroyed them for their crimes, and We drowned the people of Pharaoh: for they were all oppressors and 
wrong-doers’ (Quran, al-Anfal: 53-54). There are many factors that contribute to the fall of a civilization as 
mentioned in the al-Quran, amongst them are: 

 
i) Soul Corruption: the people of previous prophets such as Ad, Thamud, Fir’aun and others were 

destroyed because of severe soul and spiritual damages like proud, arrogance, haughty, and ujub (to attribute 
one's excellence to oneself while being oblivious of the possibility of such excellence being snatched away by 
Allah that lead to the second level of damage such as (not believing or doubting in Allah and His Messenger 
(kufur), associating Allah with something else (syirik), taking the truth as small or petty matters, neglecting 
other things in the comfort of luxury, denying the questions of life after death and so on and so forth. Because 
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the soul is damaged beyond repair, Allah annihilated their people with various kinds of army such as great 
flood, typhoon storm, sea waves, earthquake, birds’ attack or attack from animals of which origin is not known 
and others. Allah said: ‘And to Allah belong the hosts of the heavens and the earth, and Allah is Ever All-
Knower, All-Wise’ (Quran, al-Fath: 4). 

Looking at the catastrophe that attacked the Islamic worlds in their weak times, especially the invasion era 
after the fall of the Ottoman Empire in Turkey, the Islamic countries were invaded, not because of the enemy’s 
weaponry strength or the small numbers of the Muslims, but because of spiritual corruption such as weak faith, 
chasing after name and power, looking for the worldly wealth, not united and fighting with each other and such. 
This is what probably referred to by Islamic thinker Malik bin Nabi as the tendency to accept invasion (al-
qabiliyyah li al-Isti’mar) (Bin Nabi, 1976). Or in other words, they were infected by a chronic disease warned by 
the Prophet p.b.u.h. as ‘wahan’, which is ‘the love to the world and the scare to the death’ (Abu Dawud, n.d). 

These opinions are almost similar, if we research the situation that befell on the Muslims in Uhud war. It 
was obvious that their defeat was caused by some Muslim armies who were influenced by greed for the worldly 
rewards, which led them to disobey the Prophet p.b.u.h. instructions. Allah said: ‘What is the matter with you?) 
When a single disaster smites you (in Uhud war), although you smote (your enemies) with one twice as great (in 
Badr war), you say: "From where does this (defeat) come to us?" Say (to them), "It is from yourselves (because 
of your evil deeds)." And Allah has power over all things’ (Quran, Al ‘Imran: 165). 

ii) The Appointment of the Despotic, the Rich and the Misguided as Leaders: Allah said: ‘When We 
decree that a habitation should be destroyed, We give commands to its well-to-do people (to obey Allah) and 
they show disobedience; then that habitation incurs just torment and We totally exterminate it. Just see how 
many generations have been destroyed by Our command after Noah. Your Lord is fully aware of the sins of his 
servants and is seeing everything’ (Quran, al-Isra’: 16-17). Mutrafun in the above verse does not only mean the 
wealthy group of people, but it also involve the people who are arrogant and wicked, kings, high ranking 
people/the officials, people with influence and unfair, because the public civilians are just the followers of these 
leaders. This gives a picture on how big is the impact carried by leaders of a country in determining if the 
country is blessed or cursed by Allah. No wonder al-Quran keeps on reminding people to appoint leaders 
(wala’) from among a good sect and always give warnings to those who were appointed as leaders to always 
fulfill their leadership responsibilities towards the civilians in the best possible way. 

iii) Damage to the Society: Allah said: “In response they denied him (Hud) - We therefore destroyed 
them; indeed in this is a sign; and most of them were not believers” (Quran, al-Shu’ara’: 139). Allah said: “The 
punishment therefore seized them; indeed in this is a sign; and most of them were not believers” ((Quran, al-
Shu’ara’: 158). Allah (s.w.t) said: “Indeed in this is a sign; and most of them were not Muslims” ((Quran, al-
Shu’ara’: 174). All of the three verses from surah al-Shucara’ above are ample to explain that, catastrophe will 
befall a certain civilization or nation, when damages and corruption reaches the society. In other words, majority 
of the society are living under corrupt way of lives and at the same time, the salih (pious) and the good ones 
have become the minority group and they no longer able to change the society, even though they tried by means 
of advice and dakwah (preach). In this kind of situation, Allah sent His calamity and He saves the minority 
group. 

Therefore, it is very important for the Muslims today to emphasize on the activity of enjoining what is right, 
forbidding what is wrong (amal makruf and nahi mungkar) so that damages and corruptions that have taken 
place are still under control and not spreading further. Allah (s.w.t) said: “What is being said about the Bani 
Israel is nothing new. David and Jesus said the same thing about those who adopted Kufr from amongst their 
people. This was because the latter were rebellious and had committed excesses. (The concept of good and bad 
had become so oblivious from their minds that) they would not prevent one another from doing whatever hateful 
things they wanted to do. How heinous was what they did” (Quran, al-Ma’idah: 78-79. In reality, enjoining what 
is right, forbidding what is wrong is our basic duty as mentioned by Allah: “You are the best of peoples, evolved 
for mankind, enjoining what is right, forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah” (Quran, Al cImran: 110). 

iv) Rejection Towards Allah’s Laws and Immoral Activities: the people who engage in immoral 
activities and corruption, will be given a chance and opportunity to redeem themselves and repent back from 
keep on getting involve in the damages. This is the proof of how Allah is the the Most Compassionate and the 
Most Merciful towards His slaves. Immoral activities were the reason for the obliteration of Fir’aun and his 
followers, as an evidence of what stated above. Allah (s.w.t) said: “And verily We have punished (Fir’aun and) 
his people by (bringing) a long drought and scarcity in fruits, so that they can learn their lessons. Then when 
came to them prosperity, they said: “It was because of us (our effort)” and when calamity befell on them, they 
put the blame to Musa (Moses) and his followers. Know that, the calamity that befell on them was set by Allah, 
however most of them did not realize that. They said: “By any means you bring the explanation to us to put us 
under spell with that explanation, we will never obey (believe) in you”. So we sent (to them) typhoon, the attack 
of grasshoppers, lice, frogs and blood as obvious proofs, but they continued on being arrogant and they are the 
people who have sinned” (Quran, al-A’raf: 130-133). 
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The above verses  explained, how stubborn and arrogant was Fir’aun towards the truth. Even though it has 
been brought to them the explanation from Allah be it via the statement of prophet Musa (as) or via the disasters 
and the illnesses, Fir’aun was still negated and refused to accept the exclamation of truth brought by prophet 
Musa (as). They were hit by starvation and poverty crisis with the attack of drought, big flood, and their plants 
were destroyed by animals like grasshoppers. They were even tested with spreading diseases like lice (qummal) 
until it ruined their lives. Besides, they were not spared from the attack from frogs that filled their food. To 
make them repent, Allah destroyed their water supply by altering it into blood. Still, all those plagues were not 
able to cleanse their souls and their batil (false) believe, until at last they were drowned in water as a final 
punishment for their stubbornness and arrogance from reverence to Allah (s.w.t). 

v) Despotism is at Large: despotism or in Arabic language is referred to as “zulm” originally means 
putting something not at its place. However, according to the verses  in the Al-Quran, there are a few negative 
attitudes that may lead to the word zalim, which is Syirik. Allah (s.w.t) said: “Verily! Joining others in worship 
with Allah is a great Zoolm (wrong) indeed” (Quran, Luqman: 13). In other verse, Allah (s.w.t) said: “God does 
not forgive the sin of considering others equal to Him, but He may choose to forgive other sins. Whoever 
believes in other gods besides Him has indulged in a great sin (Quran, al-Nisa’: 48). Since syirik (associating 
Allah with something else) is the biggest sin and there is no remission on it, it is not strange if Allah afflicted 
torments and punishments onto the syirik people and exterminated them. Exterminating the despotic people is 
among the sunnatullah (the practice of Allah) and is the main reason of the collapse of a civilization and the fall 
of a certain empire or kingdom. 

Al-Quran pictures the devastation that befell the Ad people who were the people of prophet Hud (as). Allah 
(s.w.t) said: “These are some of the news of the (population of) towns which We relate unto you (O 
Muhammad); of them, some are standing, and some have been (already) reaped. We wronged them not, but they 
wronged themselves. So their aliha (gods), other than Allah, whom they invoked, profited them naught when 
there came the Command of your Lord, nor did they add aught (to their lot) but destruction. Such is the Seizure 
of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are doing wrong. Verily, His Seizure is 
painful, and severe” (Quran, Hud: 100-102). 

According to the author of Fi Zilal Al-Quran, “wronged themselves” here means not using their gifts of 
senses to obey Allah. As a result, they turned away and denied the truth, made fun of Allah’s torments and did 
not use their minds properly. Henceforth, Allah had brought upon them disasters deemed fit with their actions 
(Qutb, 1997). Allah (s.w.t) said: “And many a township have We destroyed while it was given to wrong-doing, 
so that it lies in ruins (up to this day), and (many) a deserted well and lofty castles! Have they not travelled 
through the land, and have they hearts wherewith to understand and ears wherewith to hear? Verily, it is not the 
eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which are in the breasts that grow blind” (Quran, al-Hajj: 45-46). 
According to Zamakhshari (1995), the township in the above verse is Madyan the place where prophet Salih (as) 
was sent. The ruins as mentioned in the above verse clearly depict the level of civilization and advancement 
achieved by them. Still, all those could not withstand Allah’s torments as a result of their cruelty. 

v)   Ungrateful On Allah’s Bliss: Allah (s.w.t) said: “Verily, for the Saba’ people there is a sign (of 
Allah’s greatness) at their dwelling place which is two gardens on their left and right. (To them it is said): “You 
may eat from the blessings (given by) God and be grateful to Him. (Your country) is a good country and (your 
God) is Oft-Forgiving.” But they turned away. So We brought upon them a big flood and We replaced their 
gardens with two gardens grown with (trees) which bears bitter fruit, the Atsl tree and a little bit of Sidr tree” 
(Quran, Saba’: 15-16). Saba’ was a developed and prospered country. It was a town inside a garden, fully 
equipped with beautiful and firm structures, that reflects the level of advancement of its inhabitants in the field 
of architecture. However, when the gifts and prosperity given by Allah was misused, Allah has destroyed them 
with the Arim flood. 

vi) Luxury that Carries People Away: luxury as mentioned above is luxury that carries its owner away 
until he becomes neglectful from remembering Allah. This can be seen from the story of Fir’aun and Qarun, as 
what Allah has said: “Verily Qarun was one of Moses' nation. but he was insolent to them, for we had given him 
such treasures that their very keys were too heavy a burden for even the strong. (Remember) his people said to 
him: “Do not exult; Allah does not love the boastful”. And seek, in that which Allah has given you to attain (the 
happiness of) the everlasting residence. Do not forget your share (of happiness) in this world and do good 
(towards others), as Allah has been good to you, and do not corrupt in the land. Verily Allah does not love those 
who corrupt. But he (Qarun) replied: “What was given me is only because of the knowledge I possess.” Did he 
not know that from the generations before him Allah had destroyed a mightier and more numerous in 
multitudes? And the sinners shall not be questioned about their sins. So he (Qarun) went out in all his finery 
among his nation, those who desired this life said: “Would that we had the like of that Qarun has been given! He 
has indeed a mighty fortune”. But those to whom knowledge had been given said: “Alas for you! Better is the 
reward of Allah for him who believes and does good works; but none shall receive it except the patient”. So We 
caused the earth to swallow him, together with his dwelling, and there was no host to help him, other than Allah; 
and he was not amongst the victorious. And in the morning those who had wished to be in his place the previous 
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evening said: “Indeed, Allah outspreads to whom he will among his worshipers, and he restrains. Had he not 
shown us favor, he could have caused the earth to swallow us. Indeed, the unbelievers shall never prosper” 
(Quran, al-Qasas: 76-82). 

vii) Rejection Towards Sunnah of Rasulullah (s.a.w): there are groups of people who clearly showed 
their rejection on hadith and claimed that Al-Quran alone is adequate for all Muslims world-wide. Maybe these 
are the groups of people of whom Allah intended to warn with His ayat, which is related to the lies to His 
Messenger. Because of the seriousness of this religious crime, it is no wonder that this groups who opposed the 
apostles was completely exterminated by Allah, as a lesson to us at the end of the world. The issue of prophet’s 
teachings is the main issue in the religion and it cannot be played around by any parties. Allah (s.w.t) said 
regarding the nation of prophet Nuh (as): “And the people of Noah - when they rejected the apostles, We 
drowned them, and We made them as a Sign for mankind; and We have prepared for (all) wrong-doers a 
grievous Penalty” (Quran, al-Furqan: 37).  

Relating to the nation of prophet ‘Ad, Allah ( s.w.t ) said: “Do you build a landmark on every high place to 
amuse yourselves? And do you get for yourselves fine buildings in the hope of living in them (the world) 
forever? And when you exert your strong hand, do you do it like men of absolute power? Now fear Allah, and 
obey me. Yes, fear Him who has bestowed on you freely all that you know. Freely has he bestowed on you 
cattle and sons, and gardens and springs. Truly I fear for you the penalty of a great day. They said: “It is the 
same to us whether you admonish us or be not among our admonishers! This (religion) is no other than a 
customary device of the ancients, and we are not the ones to receive pains and penalties!” So they rejected him 
(Hud), and we destroyed them. Truly in this is a sign (of Allah’s power): but most of them do not believe 
(Quran, al-Shu’ara’: 128-139). 

viii) Social Ills: among the inviter of the collapse and destruction of a nation is the widespread of social ills 
within the community, whereas the religious and wise group of people keeps their silence. Look at what was the 
conclusion for the nation of prophet Lut (as) who practiced homosexuality. Allah (s.w.t) said: “Abraham said: 
"What then is the business on which you (have come), O you messengers (of Allah)?" They said: "We have 
been sent to a people (deep) in sin, excepting the adherents of Lut: them we are certainly (charged) to save 
(from harm) – All except his wife, who, We have ascertained, will be among those who will lag behind 
(together with the other disbelievers)”. At length when the messengers arrived among the adherents of Lut, he 
said: "You appear to be uncommon folk." They said: "Yea, we have come to you to accomplish that of which 
they doubt. We have brought to you that which is inevitably due, and assuredly we tell the truth, and we are the 
righteous. Then travel by night with your household, when a portion of the night (yet remains), and do you bring 
up the rear: let no one amongst you look back, but pass on whither you are ordered." And We made known this 
decree to him, that the last remnants of those (sinners) should be cut off by the morning. The inhabitants of the 
city came in (mad) joy (at news of the young men). Lut said: "These are my guests: disgrace me not: But fear 
Allah, and shame me not." They said: "Did we not forbid you (to speak) for all and sundry?" He said: "There are 
my daughters (to marry), if ye must act (so)." Verily, by your life (O Prophet), in their wild intoxication, they 
wander in distraction, to and fro. But the (mighty) Blast overtook them before morning, and We turned (the 
cities) upside down, and rained down on them brimstones hard as baked clay. Behold! In this are Signs for those 
who by tokens do understand” (Quran, al-Hijr: 57-75). 

Acute social ills will spread to the whole life activities of a certain community including in muamalah.  
Corruption in economic matters had once become the culture of the nation of prophet Nuh (as). Allah (s.w.t) 
said: “And to the Madyan (Midian) people (We sent) their brother Shu'aib. He said: "O my people! Worship 
Allah, you have no other Ilah (God) but Him, and give not short measure or weight, I see you in prosperity; and 
verily I fear for you the torment of a Day encompassing." And Syu'aib said: "And O my people! Give full 
measure and weight in justice and reduce not the things that are due to the people, and do not commit mischief 
in the land, causing corruption. That which is left by Allah for you (after giving the rights of the people) is better 
for you, if you are believers. And I am not set over you as a guardian". They said: "O Shu'aib! Does your Salat 
(prayer) (i.e. the prayers which you offer has spoiled your mind, so you) command that we leave off what our 
fathers used to worship, or that we leave off doing what we like with our property? Verily, you are the forbearer, 
right-minded!" (They said this sarcastically). He said: "O my people! Tell me, if I have a clear evidence from 
my Lord, and He has given me a good sustenance from Himself (shall I corrupt it by mixing it with the 
unlawfully earned money). I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you. I only desire reform 
so far as I am able, to the best of my power. And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him I trust 
and unto Him I repent. And O my people! Let not my Shiqaq cause you to suffer the fate similar to that of the 
people of Noah or of Hud or of Saleh, and the people of Lout (Lot) are not far off from you! And ask 
forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him in repentance. Verily, my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving." 
They said: "O Shu'aib! We do not understand much of what you say, and we see you a weak (man, it is said that 
he was a blind man) among us. Were it not for your family, we should certainly have stoned you and you are not 
powerful against us." He said: "O my people! Is then my family of more weight with you than Allah? And you 
have cast Him away behind your backs. Verily, my Lord is surrounding all that you do". "And O my people! 
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Act according to your ability and way, and I am acting (on my way). You will come to know who it is on whom 
descends the torment that will cover him with ignominy, and who is a liar! And watch you! Verily, I too am 
watching with you." And when Our Commandment came, We saved Shu'aib and those who believed with him 
by a Mercy from Us. And As-Saihah (torment - awful cry, etc.) seized the wrong-doers, and they lay (dead) 
prostrate in their homes. As if they had never lived there! So away with Madyan! As away with Thamud! (All 
these nations were destroyed)” (Quran, Hud: 84-95). These are two examples of social ills within the society 
that had been destroyed by Allah. However, what concerns us more are all kinds of immoral activities and social 
ills within the humans’ society today that is too much to be counted. Do we become neglectful and feel safe 
from Allah’s punishment!! 
 
Conclusion: 

 
Islam community today should really be conscious and repent and return back to Allah. There are too many 

damages and corruptions that they have done in life until it becomes a norm and a must in daily life. The umara’ 
and ulama group should work hand in hand in eradicating the disharmony that occurs. We are worried about the 
unusual natural phenomena that have taken place lately are actually the warnings from Allah that has to be 
thought about and to take the appropriate actions in the restoration of the society before the destruction and 
downfall befallen the previous mankind fall upon us all. The truth that should be realized is that sunnatullah (the 
practice of Allah) does not change and it is not impossible that what had befallen the previous mankind will 
happen to us. Allah said, “No change will you find in the practice (approved) of Allah” (Quran, al-Fath: 23). It 
is very important for the Muslims today to emphasize on the activity of enjoining what is right, forbidding what 
is wrong so that the damages and corruptions that had taken place in the society are under control and not 
spreading further. Allah (s.w.t) said: “Those among the Descendants of Israel who turned disbelievers were 
cursed by the tongue of Daud, and of Isa the son of Maryam; it was because of their disobedience and their 
rebellion. They did not restrain one another from the evil they used to do; undoubtedly they used to commit 
extremely evil deeds” (Quran, al-Ma’idah: 78-79). 
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