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 This paper is based on a study of content analysis of Alresalah, an Islamic television 
channel. “Alresalah” or in Arabic means “the message” is an Arabic Islamic satellite 
television channel established in March 2006 and funded by Prince Al-Waleed bin 
Talal of Saudi Arabia. It broadcasts twenty four hours daily and accepts advertisements 
and sponsorship of programs. The problem statement of the study is that as Islamic 
television channel, it should present Islam completely and comprehensively. The study 
is based on one week sample of programs broadcast by Alresalah and used non-
probability random cluster sampling. A table of six columns was set to get and arrange 
all information required of the sample. The next step was setting a coding sheet which 
helped finding out segmentations and number of presentation of each segment and the 
data then analyzed. The main findings of the study are that objectives and functions of 
Alresalah partially met most of functions and objectives of the Islamic satellite 
television channel. All segments of Alresalah in the selected sample were conducted in 
talk shows which are according to some studies attractive to limited kind of audience, 
and the segments and programs televised by Alresalah do not represent comprehensive 
teachings of Islam.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 According to Arab Advisor Group Annual Report (2009), there were thirty nine religious television 
channels in the Arab world. Most of them broadcast through Arabsat and Nilesat satellites. The prevailing 
religion in Middle East is Islam, and this involves that the prevailing religious television channels are Islamic. 
According to Kanakir (2007), the first Arabic Islamic television channel is Iqraa which was launched on 21

st
 of 

October 1998. Centers of Arab Islamic television channels are located in different countries inside and outside 
the Arab world. Each television channel has its own policy to choose the place where to cast, but most of them 
broadcast to all Arab World and some non-Arab countries where there is a large number of Arab Muslim 
audiences. 
 Islamic television channels in the Arab World belong to people from different countries, i.e. they are 
privately owned. For example, Iqraa belongs to ART platform which belongs to the Saudi Arabian, Sheikh 
Saleh Kamel. Iraq also has more than one Islamic television channel such as al-Kawthar and Salah al-Din, and 
Lebanon has al-Manar. The term “Islamic television channel” is used in the Arab world as a name of television 
stations that offer Islamic religious programs and try to adhere to Islamic law through its broadcasting. 
 In an Interview with Tareq al-Suwaidan (2010), General Manager of Alresalah by Transnational 
Broadcasting Studies (TBS), the mission of Alresalah is said: “Amid a buzz of speculation about whether the 
station, billed as the first-ever moderate Islamic entertainment television channel, would be able to offer a 
sufficiently appealing product (Islam-friendly comedies, talk shows, reality TV, music videos and game shows) 
to attract secular viewers from hip networks like MBC and LBC without offending the sensibilities of religious 
viewers used to the stricter programming on more traditional religious television channels like Iqraa and Al 
Majd”. (http://www.tbsjournal.com, 2010). Alresalah recorded all over the United Arab Emirates to Morocco 
and Kuwait, and broadcast from Cairo. Alresalah has slots on Arabsat and Nilesat satellites, serving primarily 
the Middle East, North Africa and Europe. The slogan of Alresalah is Ibda’ Wa Asalah (creativity and 
authenticity). 

 
Objectives of the Islamic Television Channels: 
 The main aim of the Islamic television channel is to propagate Islam and continue the work of da’wah 
(missionary). According to Hashim (n.d: 26), Muslims must respond to orders of the noble Quran. If Muslims 

http://www.tbsjournal.com/
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do not reveal Islam to others, they violate the imperatives that Allah (SWT) bid them; but if they convey the 
Islamic message, they will get the high position that Allah (SWT) has promised and no one will utter a speech 
better than them. The Qur‟an mentioned clearly which means: “And who is better in speech than one who 
invites to Allah?” (al-Quran 41: 33). 

 Furthermore, the Islamic television channel should work hard not to create a normal public opinion only, 

but to form a conscious and enlightened Islamic public opinion. According to Sa‟d al-Din (1998: 28), such 

opinion should have “international presence and effective impact on the matters that concerns humanity in 

general and Islam and Muslims in particular”. Forming such an Islamic public opinion requires the broadcast 

medium and comprehensive planned of contents to be delivered to audiences. Public opinion can be formed by 

emphasizing the common matter and beliefs that all Muslims share such as the oneness of Allah and going back 

to the terminologies of the noble Quran because invented terminologies sometimes disunite Muslims. Sufism, 

for instance, is itself self-purification but the terminology is different from that in the noble Quran which was 

invented due to some reasons that faced the Muslim nations, so going back to the original terminology can solve 

this problem. 

 Furthermore, the Islamic television channel can offer peace to its audience by both preventing evil and 

presenting good. It is easy to notice for any television viewer that nowadays the causes of corruption are far 

more spread that the causes of purity, integrity and honesty. Since Islam aims at spreading peace and mercy to 

the whole world, the Islamic television channel should similarly drive at eliminating evils, faults and prejudices 

and seeks to offer good and guide to the betterment of ummah (Muslim community) (Kanakir, 2004: 368). 

 In addition, Islam is the savior of human beings. Applying it to everyday life means solving the problems of 

humanity. Since television is a mass medium channel, it can affect and spread messages to a large number of 

communities. The Islamic television channel aims at completely applying Islamic features to the community 

because when the community has the characteristic of piety and commitment to religion, it becomes a righteous 

and happy society (Kanakir, 2004: 367) because it follows the rules of the Creator (SWT) who Knows best what 

is suitable for His creations. Applying Islamic features to everyday life involves academic methods of spreading 

Islam, the religion of life, to all people. Programs of Islamic television channels should not be randomly cast, 

but they should be based on psychological studies to be suitable for the target audience. The Islamic television 

channel is also required to reveal the message of Islam correctly (Sa‟d al-Din, 1993: 28). 

 

Functions of the Islamic Television Channels: 

 Islamic television channels have several functions because so many hopes are sought of them and their task 

is to reveal Islam to all human beings. According to al-Qaradawi (2000: 5), Muslim nation has tried the 

imported solutions from the West and the East and left and right, and they also tried the liberal capital and the 

revolutionary social solutions; but all of them did not achieve neither the near nor the far aims of the nation. All 

these solutions neither empower nor unite the nation. They also did not grant victory nor solve the problems of 

Muslims, and no doubt that Islam is a necessity and it is a religious duty imposed on Muslims to reveal it. 

 Here are six important functions of Islamic television channels, but they are not all functions because the 

Islamic television channel has to cover almost everything like what Islam does. First, it is expected that the 

Islamic television channel should present true and comprehensive Islam as it was revealed to Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) free of all impurities that cling to it through ages. For example, it is not enough to teach 

the six pillars of faith, five pillars of Islam and jurisprudence; but more importantly is wisdom and benefits of 

believing in these pillars. Islamic television channels should also emphasize on the great importance of faith on 

human lives which makes believers content of what they have which in turn creates positive attitudes towards 

life. Islamic television also should reveal the important reality that Islam is concerned with both present life and 

the hereafter. The late grand mufti of Syria, Kuftaro said that interpretative judgment (ijtihad) nowadays should 

not be about ablution or prayers which have been studied for fourteen centuries, but it should be about building 

factories, technology, agriculture engineering, economy, thought, uniting Muslims and everything that 

contribute to retrieve Muslims position of guiding the whole world (Taja, 2000: 28). Islam is not only worship, 

but it is life too. Since Islam is not only for Muslims but for all, Islamic message should also be distributed to all 

in an attractive and artistic style and by the language that the target audience can understand. For instance, there 

should be cartoon for children, films for teenagers, serious programs like talk show and lectures for the elderly 

and special programs for new Muslims. Languages of the Islamic television channel should also be suitable for 

audiences and cover the most important matters of the Muslim nation of the time. 

 Second, Islam is very much concerned with knowledge and education. All beneficial fields of knowledge 

whether religious or worldly are Islamic knowledge. The first revealed word to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

was ‘Iqraa’ which means literary „read‟, but to read means to understand and get knowledge then to teach other 

what you have read. Allah (SWT) mentioned the difference between knowledgeable and the unknowledgeable 

in the noble Quran which means: “Say, are those who know equal to those who do not know? Only they will 

remember [who are] people of understanding” (al-Quran 39: 9). Television is a very important tool to teach the 

illiterate how to write and read because 50% of the Arab population is illiterate and it reaches 80% in the rural 
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regions which are 60.7% of the area of the Arab countries (Abd al-Kafi, 1994: 208). Teaching is not to eliminate 

illiteracy only, but to teach all beneficial knowledge beginning with religion and ending with knowledge that 

help people achieving their everyday life. 

 Third, entertainment programs very much attract audience concerns (Kanakir, 2004: 378). Messages of 

Islamic television channels can be offered through entertainment programs such as quizzes, riddles, stories, 

serials, films, sports and religious songs which usually attract audiences more than traditional talk shows and 

lectures. Entertainment means the actions that take place at free times for refreshment and reinvigorating human 

activities. Human beings naturally tend to sense of humor, and Islam never opposes human instinct. Islam 

guides instinct to the right path neither excess nor abuse is permitted. Entertainment is important because it 

balances people‟s lives and reliefs stress created as a result of everyday activities. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

is reported to have said: “Refresh the hearts from time to time because if they are dull, they become blind” 

(Hadith, Kanz al‟umal. Juz‟ 3: # 5354) 

 Fourth, according to Kanakir (2004: 382) presenting true news is a religious duty for Islamic 

communication to succeed because people know that most of news in mass media is not absolutely true, and 

they search for an authentic source which is the role of the Islamic television channel to achieve it. Falsity of 

news is because the enemies of the Muslim nation controls media in the world and offer what is suitable for 

their interests and prevent what is not. Presenting truth also involves presenting the reality of wars that erupt in 

different parts of the world especially in Muslim countries under the cover of terrorism. 

 Fifth, according to Kanakir (2007: 73) believing in a God or a Creator is an instinct of human beings, but 

people differ in specifying the Creator. Identifying the real Creator solve problems of people such as suicide and 

fear of natural phenomena because belief in Allah (SWT) makes them certain that anything happens is good and 

no need to grief. The feeling that Allah is always with me and I will be asked about all actions I do lessens bad 

deeds, but it even increases good actions. Most of television channels nowadays aim at amusing people in this 

life only by offering what they like (Kanakir, 2004: 380). Unlike such channels, Islamic television channels 

should seek to make people happy both in this life and the hereafter.  As it was mentioned earlier, Islam grants 

importance both to life in this world and the afterlife, but the second is more important because it is eternal 

unlike the first which is transient. This is the age of information burden where people are fed up of, but they are 

really in need of faith (iman) to feed the soul because it creates balance especially in materialistic societies 

because humans are combinations of both bodies and souls, and this is what the Islamic television should focus 

on. 

 Sixth, reuniting Muslims is an important function of Islamic television channels. The first step to achieve 

this union is that the Islamic television channel must not call for a specific Muslim sect claiming that they are 

right and all others wrong. All Muslim sects did not exist at the time of the prophet (PBUH). It is a must for 

Islamic television channels to go back to the pure sources of Islam, Quran and Sunnah, and address all Muslims 

in order to contribute uniting them. It is recommended for the Islamic television channel to cast programs that 

clarify the importance of union and the ramifications of separation. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

 This research uses probability random cluster sampling. Seven days, twenty four hours daily of Alresalah 

programs are the sample of this study. All of the programs are weekly, and they are repeated three or four times 

a week. The week of Alresalah channel starts on Saturday and ends on Friday that is why the best sample is a 

complete week from its beginning till the end. The sample was from 24
th

 of July, 2010 to 30
th

 of the same 

month.  This date was chosen because it is in the month of Sha‟ban, the month before Ramadan, and in 

Ramadan the channel intensifies its programs on topics that are more important during this month. On the 

channel website (http://www.alresalah.net), Alresalah presents programs for each week. The sample will be 

collected from the website and by observing the channel to verify the correctness of the presented program 

timetables. The time table of the week sample was downloaded from the website. Time and date were provided 

together with the title of the programs. After that, a table of six columns was set to get and arrange all 

information required of the sample. The next step was setting a coding sheet which helped finding out 

segmentations and number of presentation of each segment. From the coding sheet, data were analyzed by using 

Microsoft Office Excel to calculate the percentage of each segment separately. Numbers of presentation were 

keyed in for the whole week of each segment which automatically gave the percentage of each segment. 

 

Results: 

Segments of Alresalah Television Channel: 

 Based on objectives and functions of Alresalah, it was found out that the station has thirteen segments 

presented 239 times a week as shown in able 1. 

 This study found out that Thought, Religious and Dialogue was the highest segment regarding times of 

broadcasting which was forty four out of 239 (18.41%). It discussed about the most prominent issues in the Gulf 

http://www.alresalah.net/
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and Arab region to offer audiences a vision regarding everyday life around them. It also included live talk shows 

that televised on fatwa where audience can call to ask whatever they need. There were programs that analyzed 

human self in order to find solutions to psychological problems of the audience. Under this segment there were 

also talk shows programs related to youth, their hobbies and aspiration. These programs offered youth the 

opportunity to develop themselves through the help of experts. The final discussed topic under this category was 

a program about both purity of self and actions. The first segment was conducted by only five programs, but it 

took the highest rank because these programs were repeated many times during the week. Programs of this 

segment reflected concern of Alresalah with everyday life. The variety of this segment was due to the attempt of 

Alresalah to provide a large number of issues such as personal and social. It was also found out that Alresalah 

concentrated on youth and fatwa on the basis that fatwa was needed to all Muslims which also indicated the 

concern of Alresalah to address all Muslims. 
 

Table 1: Times of Broadcasting of Alresalah Segments. 

Number Segment Times of Broadcasting Percentage 

1 Thought, Religious and Dialogue 44 18.41% 

2 Live 39 16.31% 

3 Religious 38 15.89% 

4 Social 27 11.29% 

5 Quran Sciences 26 10.87% 

6 Educational and Biography 25 10.46% 

7 Suggested Topic 9 3.76% 

8 Jurisprudence 8 3.34% 

9 Fiducial and Documentary 5 2.09% 

10 Thought and Religious 5 2.09% 

11 Social and Developmental 5 2.09% 

12 Prophet Biography 5 2.09% 

13 Educational and Social 3 1.25% 

  239 100% 

Adopted from Alresalah Website (http://www.alresalah.net) 

 

 Furthermore, live segment came in the second place. It was repeated thirty nine times weekly out of 239 

(16.31%). This segment was a mix of different subjects such as life-related issues and stories from the noble 

Quran and Sunnah. It also provided ideas that encouraged Muslims to draw near to Allah (SWT) by 

consolidating their belief. Live segment also discussed common social problems of Arabs trying to find 

solutions to their difficulties. It also contained a program that insinuated youth to get rid of bad habits and 

restrictions which would help with their development. There were also programs in form of messages that teach 

ethics, belief and worship in order to create a good society. Thought, educational and missionary lectures that 

provided Islamic teachings as well as personalities from people of the house who served as models for audience 

were also part of this segment 

 Third segment, Religious, was presented thirty eight times out of 239 during one week (15.89%). This 

segment elaborated on good omens in Islam like mercy of Allah and granting repentance for believers. It also 

presented talks about the life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) inside his house. It focused on the prophet actions, 

worship and how he dealt with his family educating and teaching them. It was found out that Alresalah pay 

special attention to this segment as Alresalah General Manager said “Al- Risala began with a wide range of 

programmes, but in the end we concentrated on religious features because we felt that the Muslim and Arab 

world needed a modern message about Islam” (Tareq al-Suwaidan, 2010). This segment has eight programs, 

which indicate that religion did not get the highest focus. It was the third highest segment, but the number of its 

programs is higher than the first segment. 

 The segment that got the fourth place was Social. It was repeated twenty seven times a week (11.29%). It 

highlighted social issues such as marriage which was unprecedented idea to be discussed on television in such 

elaboration. It discusses issues that are related to all society in general. The study found out that focus on social 

issues was because Islam is not only a religion of worship but of life too. Compared with the previous segment, 

social segment only has three programs. This segment reflected the open-mindedness of the station because 

most Islamic channels nowadays focused on worship only. 

 Quran Sciences segment was in the fifth place. This segment was repeated twenty six times (10.87%). It 

focused on the noble Quran and sciences related to it such as Tajweed (phonetic rules of Quranic recitation). It 

also contained a program about contemplation in the noble Quran which made audience aware of the reality of 

the noble Quran, and what it is really about. In fact, Quran Sciences segment was composed of two programs 

where both of them were (10.87%). This meant that each programs was about (5.43%) which make them the 

highest percentage as a program not a segment. First segment (18.41%) was conducted by five programs which 

meant each program got 3.68%, while each program of Quran science segment got 5.43%. 

 Educational and Biography segment was presented twenty five times during the week sample (10.46%). It 

shed light upon brilliant Muslim personalities who served as good examples to the audience. It also presented 

http://www.alresalah.net/
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the life of female companions including daughters and wives of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and more 

importantly, it showed some attributes of the prophet (PBUH). Three programs were the components of 

Educational and Biography segment. In this segment, Alresalah introduced stories and biographies of special 

personalities to educate its audience. The aim of presenting these biographies and stories was for the audience to 

make their lives similar to these presented models and due to the great effect of stories in human beings lives. 

 The seventh segment was Suggested Topic. It was presented nine times a week (3.76%). Jurisprudence was 

the eighth segment which was composed of one program. It was presented eight times a week with the 

percentage of (3.34%). The seven and eight segments were almost equally presented. Each of them was only 

composed of two programs. Even these two segments were of small percentage, Alresalah set them into separate 

segments due to their importance. The seventh segment was called Suggested which referred to programs that 

were not yet classified under a specific genre. In fact, the eighth segment was important in Islam because it 

elaborated the Islamic law regarding all matters of life and worship. 

 Ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth segments were equally presented. They were Fiducial and Documentary, 

Thought and Religious, Social and Developmental and Prophet Biography. Each of these segments was 

conducted by a single program only with the percentage of 2.09%. It was found out that each of these segments 

was presented five times a week which indicated the equal importance of them. These segments were about 

sacred hadiths, Palestine, teenagers and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) respectively. Alresalah allocated separate 

segment for each program because it was the policy of the channel to handle such topics. 

 The final segment was Educational and Social. It was the least percentage (1.25%) which was presented 

three times a week. It was conducted through a single program which was “A Story of A Life”. This research 

found out that this segment discussed social and youth issues from religious point of view. It also presented 

stories about life experience aiming at teaching audience such experience. 

 

Discussions: 

Objectives of Alresalah: 

 Alresalah dedicated to pursue da’wah through its total works combined together because all works that 

aimed at spreading Islam are da’wah. There are none special programs specifically entitled “da‟wah” or a 

program that teaches methodology of da’wah. This is because the objective of Alresalah is to spread Islam. This 

study found out that the first objective was the most provided by Alresalah. Even it was the most significant 

objective, Alresalah only provided da’wah for Muslims but they left out non-Muslims and the newly converts. It 

is important to note that these groups need special kind of da’wah to educate them about Islam. 

 The second objective was forming enlightened Islamic public opinion. Alresalah tried to achieve this 

objective through its policy of choosing its presenters from different Arab countries who belong to different 

sects. All presenters are known of their moderation and based on the noble Quran and Sunnah as the main 

sources of Islam. There was none special program related to a specific sect that others would disagree. The 

study also found out that Alresalah focuses on Arabs only whereas Islam is an international religion, it would be 

highly significant if Alresalah expand its target audience globally. 

 The third objective is preventing evil and presenting good. There was no specific programs regarding this, 

instead all their programs are positive. In educational segments, Alresalah tried to educate and teach its audience 

how to differentiate between good and bad through its three segments: educational, religiosity and 

jurisprudence. 

 The final objective was applying Islamic features to the community. This was conducted through Social and 

Thought, Religious and Dialogue segments. These segments presented topics that discuss ideas related to 

everyday life. In fact, Alresalah offered unprecedented programs that serve this objective, but these programs 

focused on specific topics. Regarding this objective, the study found out that applying Islamic features to 

community was not satisfactory. This was very clear through portraying of Muslim communities and their 

everyday life. This objective was not fully covered due to lack of comprehensiveness in presenting Islam and 

applying it in the program content. 

 

Functions of Alresalah: 

 The first function was to present true and comprehensive Islam. The study found out that a single television 

channel was never able to present comprehensive Islam alone. Alresalah tried to offer several segments as an 

attempt to provide the important subjects depending on the need of the audience. For example, during Ramadan 

Alresalah focused on subjects that were important for audience during the noble month, but by focusing on such 

programs Alresalah missed others. Even during normal seasons there was not enough time to present all 

required segments. 

 The second function was offering knowledge and education. Alresalah tried to offer knowledge and 

education to its audience through two separate educational segments. In fact, all segments implied the function 

of education because the aim of the all segments was to offer knowledge, but the focus was on social and 
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biographical education because the station tried to present role models that served as good examples for its 

audience. 

 It was found out from this study that the Islamic television channel offered valuable and various kinds of 

knowledge to its audience. This variety was clear from the thirteen segments which were presented 293 times a 

week. It was also found out that Alresalah offered both worldly and religious knowledge which make it of 

significance more than other Islamic television stations. Its popularity makes Alresalah one of the top 20 

television Arabic television channels (Tareq al-Suwaidan, 2010). 

 Lack of entertainment segment in Islamic television channels was due to misunderstanding of Islam by 

some researchers who consider entertainment programs as wasting time, not refreshing the minds. Another 

reason behind the lack of entertainment programs was the lack of Islamic production houses that provided 

suitable Islamic programs that entertain and educate at the same time. 

 The study found out that the fourth function of Islamic television channel was completely none on 

Alresalah. Alresalah did not present news at all. In an interview with Tareq al-Suwaidan 

(http://www.resetdoc.org/story/00000000728, 2010) he said: “We do not deal with political issues because the 

Arab world is covered in them. There are so many channels devoted to politics but not one channel devoted to a 

moderate and modern Islam. We believed this choice would be more successful”. In fact credibility and 

truthfulness of news were far more important than news itself. The lack of credible news led to disbelief of news 

by the audience. In fact this made it more necessary for the Islamic television channel to offer credible news. 

 The fifth function, believing in Allah and the hereafter, was not presented satisfactory. There was only one 

segment that Alresalah tried to strengthen Iman in general which is Fiducial and Documentary (2.09%). It was 

conducted through the program al-Ahadith al-Qudsiah (Sacred Hadiths). Belief in Allah and the hereafter was 

not enough in the Islamic television channel because it is the basic that Muslims build all their affairs on. It 

should be the biggest segment because prophet Muhammad (PBUH) spent all his period in Mecca strengthening 

belief to prepare his people to accept the rules of Allah. The function of believing in Allah and the hereafter 

needed more focus in Islamic television channels. 

 The final function was reuniting Muslims. Alresalah clearly attempted to employ this function well. It was 

mentioned in Alresalah policy that the station do not pay any attention to the sects of its presenters but at 

experience and qualifications. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Objectives of the Islamic television channel should be set to help presenting true Islam. The main objectives 

of the Islamic television channel were da’wah, forming Islamic public opinion, preventing evil and presenting 

good and applying Islamic features to the community. These objectives were clearly targeted by Alresalah in 

different percentages depending on their policy. Since great hope of the Islamic television channels was 

expected, its functions should be set to meet such expectations. The most primary functions of the Islamic 

television channel were presenting true and comprehensive Islam, educating and offering knowledge, offering 

beneficial entertainment, presenting true news, enhancing belief in Allah and the hereafter and reuniting 

Muslims. Most of these functions were tackled by Alresalah regardless of focus on some functions more than 

others except news because it was a part of the station policy not to broadcast. 

 It was clear that segments of Islamic television channels should be changed to attract a larger number of 

audiences. There should be a mixture of drama, documentary, entertainment and talk show all together not talk 

show only. Islamic drama programs were very few, and they were not enough to offer the real and 

comprehensive Islam. Quality of the Islamic television programs was far more important than quantity because 

an attractive program. 
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