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 In human social life, political participation is considered essential for everyone and lack 
of women’s political participation removes half of the society from acting in political 

arena. Given the complexity of political system and its ability to attract people’s 

participation, it seems that this need is essential and participation from half of the 
population is required in order to maintain the Islamic government and preserve its 

legitimation. In this regard, a society should pay attention to the excellence of women 

route if it wants advancement. It this research, in order to investigate the effect of 
powerlessness on women’s political participation in Bojnurd, 390 women (aged 18-65) 

were selected by multi-stage cluster sampling method. This research is a survey and 

uses questionnaire. The collected data are analyzed in descriptive and inferential 
statistics. The results of this research indicate that there is a correlation between the 

political powerlessness (variable) and political participation (dependent variable).  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 One of the main indices of globalization in political aspects is the tendency of people toward democracy. 

Public participation in political affairs, which arises from their participation-seeking tendency toward the 

political system, is a result and achievement of advanced stages of democracy. Therefore, participation can be 

considered as a measure of success in universal development.  Women as a half of the manpower in human 

societies, who are one of the most important developmental resources, can play a significant role in human 

communities. Up to now, men couldn’t or didn’t want to support women adequately; therefore, women 

participation in all the social activities like politics is essential. So that we can say that women’s minority in 

political affairs leads to an imperfect democracy in the society. (Moghadam, 1999:289) 

 Simply being a woman cannot prevent women’ presence and activity in different political arenas. In this 

regard, the Islamic government is required to educate women in the society and make educational institutions 

available for women in order for them to receive education and revive their lost rights. (Lakzaee: 2002) 

 Women as a half of the manpower in human societies, who are one of the most important developmental 

resources, can play a significant role in human societies. Up to now, men couldn’t or didn’t want to support 

women adequately; therefore, women participation in all the social activities like politics is essential. So that we 

can say that women’s minority in political affairs leads to an imperfect democracy in the society. 

 Political participation is essential for the society’s prosperity and is regarded as a valuable affair and 

everybody men or women, should contribute to it, because a society’s prosperity and a safe life requires equal 

opportunities in the society and it should be transformed into a social culture and be included in the country’s 

programs. So, we should build a culture to provide an equal right for women as men in political arena. .( 

Mossafa:1994) 

 

Background in Iran:  

 MajidMovahed (2003) conducted a study titled “women political participation and the effective social 

factors” on a sample population of 218 housewife and career women in Bndar-Abbas. KavoosSeyedEmemi and 

Reza MontazeriMoghadam (2011) conducted a research titled “the role of trust culture and the performance of 

political institutions in creating political trust” on the students of Tehran University. Mohammad Fazeli and 

GholamrezaKhoshfar (2009) conducted a research titled “political participation” in Golestan province. 
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GholamrezaJafarinia (2012) has conducted a research titled “investigating the effects of socioeconomic factors 

on political participation of Khoormoj citizens”. MoghadasKhajenoori (2011) has studied the trend of 

globalization and women’s political participation in Tehran, Shiraz and Estahban. SeyedJavadImamjomezadeh 

(2012) in a research investigates the relationship between social capital and political participation among 

Isfahan University student.Safiri and Sadeghi (2009) conducted a research titled “student’s social participation 

and its effective social factors” on a population of 343 female students (aged 18-29) in social science colleges of 

State Universities if Tehran.  

 In human social life, political participation is regarded essential for everyone and lack of women’s political 

participation removes half of the society from acting in political arena. Given the complexity of political system 

and its ability to attract people’s participation, it seems that this need is essential and participation from half of 

the population is required in order to maintain the Islamic government and preserve its legitimation. In this 

regard, if a society wants advancement, it should pay attention to the excellence of women. 

 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 

 

Research methodology:  

 This study is an analytical study, the statistical population of which is consisted of Bojnurd women (aged 

18-65). The subject matter of this research is to investigate the effective social factors on women’s political 

participation in Bojnurd. In order to investigate the women’s political participation in Bojnurd, 390 women 

(aged 18-65) were selected by multi-stage cluster sampling method. This research is a survey and uses 

questionnaire. 

 The researcher-made questionnaire was completed by the colleagues of the scheme according to the 

sampling method. The first part is consisted of demographical questionnaire (age, education, occupational 

status, marital status, income rate) and the second part measures political participation and political 

powerlessness. 

 After the primary introducing of the data to the computer, first the data were categorized based on variables 

and indices and their frequency tables were drawn and their descriptive statistical analysis was conducted. Then, 

given the research hypotheses and using the inferential statistics of the obtained results, the hypotheses were 

evaluated by the appropriate statistical tests in these aspects: the existence of a relationship, significant 

difference and the level of significance.  

 

The reliable result of the structures using Cronbach’s Alpha: 

 One of the reliable calculation methods is to use Cronbach’s alpha formula. This method is used to calculate 

the internal coordination of the measurement tool including questionnaire or tests that measure different 

features. 

1- Political powerlessness structure  

 
Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach’s alpha Number of questions 

.663 6 

 
Table 2.1: The result of Crobach’s alpha for political powerlessness structure. 

Item-Total Statistics 

questions The structure’s 
mean if the question 

is removed 

The structure’s 
variance if the 

question is removed 

Total correlation 
with the 

structure 

The 
Cronbach’s 

alpha if the 

question is 
removed 

determination 14.7664 12.216 .392 .621 

People’s effect of government’s decisions 14.4488 12.027 .366 .629 

Women’s role in handling the country 14.8583 12.864 .256 .666 

Interference in political practices 13.8714 12.328 .313 .648 

People’s words aren’t heard by authorities 13.5144 10.750 .506 .576 

The country’s handling is done by a group of 

power and wealth owners 

13.7507 10.503 .523 .569 

 

 The primary table shows that the amount of Cronbach’s Alpha for the 6 questions is 0.663, which is an 

acceptable amount. The second table admits it too, because if each of these questions is removed, the 

Cronbach’s alpha will decrease.  

2- Political participation structure  
Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach’s alpha Number of questions 

.759 10 
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Table 2.2: The result of Crobach’s alpha for political participation structure. 

Item-Total Statistics 

Questions 
 

The structure’s 
mean if the 

question is 

removed 

The structure’s 
variance if the 

question is 

removed 

Total correlation 
with the structure 

The Cronbach’s 
alpha if the 

question is 

removed 

Participation in Islamic assembly election 19.2104 11.276 .647 .707 

Participation in president election 19.0052 12.552 .510 .732 

Participation in assembly of expert’s 

election 

19.4078 10.914 .568 .715 

Participation in the election of Islamic 
assembly of cities and villages 

19.3091 10.948 .606 .709 

Participation in marching 19.5922 12.107 .421 .739 

Encourages others to participate in 

elections 

19.4519 11.373 .559 .718 

Conducting political discussions in family 

visits and among friends 

20.0987 13.803 .096 .758 

Pursuing political news 19.7558 12.399 .377 .745 

Encouraging others to vote for a candidate 19.9766 12.841 .249 .753 

Referring to the assembly’s representatives 
of the Islamic assembly of city or village to 

propose issues and problems 

20.2519 13.319 .206 .755 

 

 The primary table shows that the amount of Cronbach’s Alpha for the 10 questions is 0.759, which is an 

acceptable amount. The second table admits it too, because if each of these questions is removed, the 

Cronbach’s alpha will decrease.  

The statistical population: women (aged 18-69) in Bojnurd 

 

Discussion: data analysis: 

Political participation: 

Formal political participation: 

 
Table 3.1: Frequency table of the respondents in terms of formal political participation items. 

Total 
percent 

 

always sometimes never case 

number percent number percent number Percent 

89 319 81.8 56 14.4 15 3.8 Participation in president election 

75/78 262 67.2 90 23.1 38 9.7 Participation in Islamic assembly election 

6/68 227 58.2 81 20.8 81 20.8 Participation in assembly of expert’s election 

55/73 249 63.8 76 19.5 65 16.7 Participation in the election of Islamic 

assembly of cities and villages 

5/59 138 35.4 188 48.2 64 16.4 Participation in marching and protests 

 

 The above table shows the number and percent of answering to each item relating to formal political 

participation. In the above table the highest percent is for participation in president election (89%) and the 

lowest percent is for participation in marching and protests (59.5%).  

 
Table 3.2: The table of variable descriptive statistics for formal political participation. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 number The lowest The highest mean Standard deviation 

Formal political participation 390 1.00 3.00 2.4769 .52596 

Valuable number 390     

 

 The above table shows that the mean answering rate to formal political participation was totally 2.74.  

 The following spectrum has been drawn to show the status of the mean score of formal political 

participation among the respondents.  
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Graph 3.1: Formal political participation percentage. 

 

 The above graph shows that the highest frequency is on the right, i.e. it concentrates around 2.80 and 3.  

 

Informal political participation: 

 
Total 

percent 

always sometimes never case 

number percent number percent number Percent 

5/66 187 47.9 145 37.2 57 14.6 Encourages others to participate in elections 

1/34 30 7.7 206 52.8 154 39.5 Conducting political discussions in family visits 
and among friends 

1/51 91 23.3 217 55.6 81 20.8 Pursuing political news 

3/40 67 17.2 180 46.2 142 36.4 Encouraging others to vote for a candidate 

6/26 24 6.2 159 40.8 206 52.8 Referring to the assembly’s representatives of the 
Islamic assembly of city or village to propose 

issues and problems 

 

 The above table shows the number and percent of answering to each item relating to informal political 

participation. In the above table the highest percent is for encouraging others to participate in elections (66.5%) 

and the lowest percent is for referring to the assembly’s representatives of the Islamic assembly of city or village 

to propose issues and problems(26.6%).  

 
Table 3.4: The table of variable descriptive statistics for informal political participation. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 number The lowest The highest mean Standard deviation 

Informal political participation 390 1.00 2.80 1.8723 .39457 

Valuable number 390     

 

 The above table shows that the mean answering rate to informal political participation was totally 1.87. The 

total number of respondents was 390. The standard deviation was 0.394.  

 The following spectrum has been drawn to show the status of the mean score of informal political 

participation among the respondents.  

 
Graph 3.2: Informal political participation percentage. 
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 The above graph shows that the highest frequency is on the median, and it concentrates around 1.60 to 2.20.  

The frequency distribution of political participation structure 

 
Table 3.5: The descriptive statistics for political participation. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 number The lowest The highest mean Standard deviation 

Political participation 390 1.00 2.90 2.1746 .38238 

Valuable number 390     

 

 The above table shows that the mean answering rate to this structure was totally 2.17. The total number of 

respondents was 390. The standard deviation was 0.38.  

 The following spectrum has been drawn to show the status of the mean score of political participation 

among the respondents.  

 
 

Graph 3.3: Political participation percentage. 

 

 The above graph shows that the highest frequency is on the median, and it concentrates around 2.00 to 2.60.  

 

Political powerlessness: 

 
Table 3.3: Frequency table of the respondents in terms of political powerlessness items. 

Total 

percent 

Completely disagree Disagree Fairly Agree Completely agree Case 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number percent 

65/67 12 3.1 22 5.6 129 33.1 128 32.8 98 25.1 By participating in elections we can be 

effective in determining our fate 

08/47 25 6.4 80 20.5 129 33.1 106 27.2 46 11.8 We are not politicians and cannot 

interfere in it 

23/63 22 5.6 52 13.3 99 25.4 128 32.8 88 22.6 We people don’t have a leg to stand on 

and authorities don’t hear us 

13/60 18 4.6 56 14.4 137 35.1 108 27.7 71 18.2 Normal people can also be effective in 

government’s decisions 

2/57 26 6.7 81 20.8 98 25.1 113 29 69 17.7 Country is governed by a group who 

possess power and wealth and we cannot 

do anything 

25/70 10 2.6 31 7.9 106 27.2 119 30.5 124 31.8 Women play a key role in governing the 

country 

 

 The above table shows the number and percent of answering to each item relating to the political 

powerlessness structure. In the above table the highest percent is for women’s role in governing the country 

(70.25%) and the lowest percent is for Weare not politicians and cannot interfere in it (47.08%).  

 
Table 3.7: The table of variable descriptive statistics for political powerlessness. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 number The lowest The highest mean Standard deviation 

Political powerlessness 390 1.00 4.67 2.8355 .66511 

Valuable number 390     

 

 Given that cases 2, 3 and 5 in table 5.20 are negative, so we should recode the descriptive statistics. The 

above table shows that the mean powerlessness was totally 2.83. The total number of respondents was 390. The 

standard deviation was 0.665.  

 The following spectrum has been drawn to show the status of the mean score of political powerlessness 

among the respondents.  
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Graph 3.4: Political powerlessness percentage. 

 

 The above graph shows that the highest frequency is on the median, and it concentrates around 2.17 to 3.67.  

 

The respondents’ frequency distribution in terms of age: 

 
Table 3.8: The respondents’ frequency distribution in terms of age. 

age 

 Frequency percent Valuable percent Cumulative percent 

value Under 20 75 19.2 19.3 19.3 

Between 21 and 30 186 47.7 47.8 67.1 

Between 31 and 40 55 14.1 14.1 81.2 

Between 41 and 50 50 12.8 12.9 94.1 

Above 51 23 5.9 5.9 100.0 

total 389 99.7 100.0  

 Without answer 1 .3   

Total sum 390 100.0   

 

 The table of the respondents’ age indicates that most of the respondents (47.7) were 21-30 years old and a 

few of them (5.9%) were over 51 years old. As such, the cumulative frequency percent shows that 67.1% of 

them had less than 30 years old.  

 

The respondents’ frequency distribution in terms of education: 

 
Table 3.8: The respondents’ frequency distribution in terms of education. 

Education 

 Frequency percent Valuable percent Cumulative percent 

value illiterate 9 2.3 2.3 2.3 

Primary school 31 7.9 8.0 10.3 

Secondary school 42 10.8 10.8 21.1 

diploma 154 39.5 39.7 60.8 

Associate 49 12.6 12.6 73.5 

Licentiate 98 25.1 25.3 98.7 

M.A. 5 1.3 1.3 100.0 

total 388 99.5 100.0  

 Without answer 2 .5   

Total sum 390 100.0   

 

 The above table indicates that the highest frequency of the respondents (39.5) had diploma and their lowest 

percentage (1.3%) had M.A. As such, the cumulative frequency percent shows that 60.8% of them had a degree 

under diploma and associate degree.  

 

The respondents’ frequency distribution in terms of income level: 
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Table 3.8: The respondents’ frequency distribution in terms of income level. 

Family income 

 Frequency percent Valuable percent Cumulative percent 
value Under 150,000 Toman 28 7.2 7.4 7.4 

Between 150,000 and 250,000 

Toman 

34 8.7 9.0 16.5 

Between 250,000 and 350,000 
Toman 

71 18.2 18.9 35.4 

Between 350,000 and 450,000 

Toman 

68 17.4 18.1 53.5 

Between 450,000 and 550,000 
Toman 

76 19.5 20.2 73.7 

Between 550,000 and 650,000 

Toman 

33 8.5 8.8 82.4 

Between 650,000 and 750,000 
Toman 

17 4.4 4.5 87.0 

Between 750,000 and 850,000 

Toman 

14 3.6 3.7 90.7 

More than 850,000 Toman 35 9.0 9.3 100.0 

total 376 96.4 100.0  

 Without answer 14 3.6   

Total sum 390 100.0   

 

 The table of the respondents’ income level indicates that most of the respondents (19.5) declared that they 

have an income level between 450,000 and 550,000 Toman and a few of them (3.6%) had an income between 

750,000 and 850,000 Toman. As such, the cumulative frequency percent shows that 53.5% of them had an 

income of less than 450,000 Toman.  

 

Investigating the relationship between women’s political participation and political powerlessness: 

 
Table 3.11: The summary of the regression model of the relationship between women’s political participation and political powerlessness. 

Model Summary 

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Error of the Estimate 

1 .301a .091 .088 .36512 

a. Predictors: (Constant), political powerlessness 

 

 In the above table the correlation coefficient between women’s political participation and political 

powerlessness is 0.301 and the determination coefficient is 0.091.  

 
Table 3.12: The ANOVA test for the relationship between women’s political participation and political powerlessness 

ANOVAb 

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 Regression 5.153 1 5.153 38.655 .000a 

Residual 51.725 388 .133   

Total 56.879 389    

a. Predictors: (Constant), political powerlessness 

b. Dependent Variable: political participation 

 
Table 3.13: The summary of the descriptive statistics of the relationship between women’s political participation and political 

powerlessness. 

Coefficientsa 

Model Unstandardized Coefficients Standardized 
Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 2.665 .081  32.881 .000 

Political powerlessness -.173 .028 -.301 -6.217 .000 

a. Dependent Variable: political participation 

 

 As you can see, the political powerlessness variable has a little contribution to explainingthe dependent 

variable variance. The correlation coefficient of 0.301 and the determination coefficient of 0.091 make it clear 

that the political powerlessness variable explains 9.1% of the dependent variable. The significance test of the 

regression model shows that this model is significant in 95% level (sig = 00), i.e. this hypothesis is supported 

and is not rejected. Therefore, it can be concluded that the political powerlessness variable affects the women’s 

political participation. The consonant amount of alpha is 2.66 and the coefficient of regression line angle is -

0.173. Given the overall shape of the linear regression model (Y = a + bx), the linear regression equation for this 

variable is:  

Women’s political participation = 2.66 – 0.173 (political powerlessness)  
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 The above equation shows that for each unit increase in political powerlessness variable, we have a 0.173-

unit decrease in women’s political participation.  

 
Table 3.14: The summary of the regression model of the relationship between women’s political participation and family income. 

Model Summary 

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Error of the Estimate 

1 .104a .011 .008 .38036 

a. Predictors: (Constant), family income 

 

 In the above table the correlation coefficient between women’s political participation and family income is 

0.104 and the determination coefficient is 0.011.  

 
Table. 3.15: The ANOVA test for the relationship between women’s political participation and family income. 

ANOVAb 

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 Regression .596 1 .596 4.123 .043a 

Residual 54.107 374 .145   

Total 54.703 375    

a. Predictors: (Constant), family income 

b. Dependent Variable: political participation 

 

Table 3.13: The summary of the descriptive statistics of the relationship between women’s political participation and family income. 

Coefficientsa 

Model Unstandardized Coefficients Standardized 
Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 2.254 .043  52.608 .000 

Family income -.0000164 .000 -.104 -2.031 .043 

a. Dependent Variable: political participation 

 

 As you can see, the family income variable has a little contribution to explaining the dependent variable 

variance. The correlation coefficient of 0.104 and the determination coefficient of 0.011 make it clear that the 

family income variable explains 1.1% of the dependent variable. The significance test of the regression model 

shows that this model is significant in 95% level (sig = 0.043), i.e. this hypothesis is supported and is not 

rejected. Therefore, it can be concluded that the family income variable affects the women’s political 

participation. 

1.1. Investigating the comparison ofwomen’s political participation’s means among people of different ages 

 
Table 3.17: Variance analysis of the relationship between women’s political participation and their ages. 

ANOVA 

Political participation 

 Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Intergroup .831 4 .208 1.439 .221 

Intragroup 55.446 384 .144   

total 56.277 388    

 

 One-sided variance analysis test shows that there are no significance differences in terms of political 

participation among the respondents with different ages, because the level of significance of F test is higher than 

0.05 (sig = 0.221 < 0.05). Therefore our hypothesis is rejected. So, our assumption is not accepted and it can be 

said that age is not an effective factor in women’s political participation. The amount of Fisher (F) test was 

1.439.  

1.2. Investigating the comparison of women’s political participation’s means among people with different 

degrees (education) 

 
Table 3.18: Variance analysis of the relationship between women’s political participation and their educations. 

ANOVA 

Political participation 

 Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Intergroup 1.523 6 .254 1.760 .106 

intragroup 54.950 381 .144   

Total 56.472 387    

 

 One-sided variance analysis test shows that there are no significance differences in terms of political 

participation among the respondents with different educations, because the level of significance of F test is 

higher than 0.05 (sig = 0.106< 0.05). Therefore our hypothesis is rejected. So, our assumption is not accepted 
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and it can be said that education is not an effective factor in women’s political participation. The amount of 

Fisher (F) test was 1.760.  

 

Conclution:  

 The highest percent is for participation in president election (89%) and the lowest percent is for 

participation in marching and protests (59.5%). The mean rate of answering to formal political participation was 

2.47.  

 The highest percent is for encouraging others to participate in elections (66.5%) and the lowest percent is 

for referring to the assembly’s representatives of the Islamic assembly of city or village to propose issues and 

problems(26.6%).The mean rate of informal political participation was 1.87. 

 The mean rate of answer to the political participation structure was 2.17. 

 In the powerlessness structure the highest percent is for women’s role in governing the country (70.25%) 

and the lowest percent is for we are not politicians and cannot interfere in it (47.08%).The mean rate of political 

powerlessness was 2.83. 

 There is a high correlation between political participation and political powerlessness (-0.301). It means that 

the less a person have political powerlessness, the more political participation he will have. The correlation 

between political participation and political powerlessness is negative.  

 The political powerlessness variable has a little contribution to explaining the dependent variable variance. 

The correlation coefficient of 0.301 and the determination coefficient of 0.091 make it clear that the political 

powerlessness variable explains 9.1% of the dependent variable. The significance test of the regression model 

shows that this model is significant in 95% level (sig = 00), i.e. this hypothesis is supported and is not rejected. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that the political powerlessness variable affects the women’s political 

participation. Foreach unit increase in political powerlessness variable, we have a 0.173-unit decrease in 

women’s political participation.  

 Vosooghi and Hashemi (2004) conducted a research titled “rural people and political participation in Iran as 

a survey on 250 people from rural family householders in Ashki village, Booshehr”. The results of this research 

indicate that informal political participation, along with an increase in educational levels and having connections 

to a city and primary education, has increased and it is followed by a decrease. In addition, political participation 

has a high correlation with trust in government. This shows that informal political participation has a stronger 

relationship with development indices than formal political participation.  

 Movahed (2003) conducted a research and showed that there is a significant relationship between education 

and social class, and political participation.  

 Based on the theoretical background as well as the researches conducted by Safiri and Sadeghi(2009) there 

is a relationship between political powerlessness and political participation.  

 In this research there was a significant relationship between political powerless ness and women’s political 

participation, income level and political participation, age and political participation, and there was no 

relationship between women’s education and their political participation.  

 

Suggestions: 

-It is suggested that political, social and legal conditions be provided in such a way that icrease people’s trust in 

the government in order to increase political participation. This requires that the government authorities exercise 

their promises, pay attention to people’s opinions, and understand that they are nothing but people’s server. 

They shouldn’t abuse their post, because it can affect the trust in government, they shouldn’t abuse the 

governmental facilities, and they should be respondent to people in all situations.  

-Feeling political powerlessness has a negative relationship with political participation, i.e. the more a person 

feels powerlessness, the less the political participation will be. Regarding powerlessness we can say that, 

according to Parson’s action theory, if we feel we cannot be effective we won’t do anything and based on this 

the more we feel powerlessness, the less the political participation will be and vice versa.  

-It is recommended to the authorities that they increase women’s participation in different life issues through 

laws which consider them equal to men.  

-Through media women should be given this trust that, like men, they participate in their country’s political 

issues and that they are effective.  

-Authorities’ actions shouldn’t discriminate between legal cases of women and men. 
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