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Abstract: The study investigated children’s involvement in fish production in Waterside Local Government
Area of Ogun State, Nigeria. The study covered 54 fisher folks’ children selected through muliti-stage random
sampling technique. Information was obtained from the fisher folks with the use of structured interview
schedule. Data were analysed with descriptive statistics such as percentage, means and frequency counts while
t-test was used to test the hypothesis of the study. The findings of the research showed that male children
dominated fish catching (72%) and net making and mending (71%) while the female children were mainly
involved in processing (76%). Also, t-test results indicated significant difference between involvement of male
and female children in fish catching (t = 1.94; t tab = 1.65; p<0.05) and netting (t = 3.21; t = 1.70; p<0.05). All
other activities in which the children were involved were water fetching, firewood gathering, fish marketing,
fish processing and fish storage among others gave no significant difference on gender basis. Based on the
findings, it was recommended that government and non-governmental agencies should come up with special
programmes and incentives for revering fishing village’s that will ensure effective integration of children into
national programmes for food self sufficiency and poverty alleviation at household and national levels.
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INTRODUCTION

Children as members of the household are the
greatest blessings and sources of happiness in a home. In
the context of rural life, children are regarded as
necessary sources of labour. This explains why children
are brought forth into the household as soon as they are
able to walk, performing their roles in the family. The
child’s contribution to the domestic economy may be
insignificant but it is performed in relation to a felt need.
As stressed by Arokoyo[2], the child’s awareness of the
need is an important motivation in its learning. The part
played by the child in the work of domestic group is a
progressive one. He is expected to carry farm produce
from the farm or market, preparing the marketing of farm
surplus, fetching and carrying goods and looking after
animals.

Of particular interest in this paper are the children
involved in the artisan fish industry in Nigeria making
Ogun Waterside a case study. Socio-economic studies
have shown that women are very active in the production,
processing and post-harvest handling as well as marketing
of fish by-products[3]. Children of the fishermen are
relevant in providing supplementary labour. This is made

possible because as stated by[4] fishermen’s children are
influenced by their parents’ peculiar involvement patterns.
They are migrant in nation, thus they move from one
fishing location to another with their children who provide
helping hands.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations[6] in relation to rural youth and young farmers
defines youths, for statistical purposes as young men and
women between the ages of 15 and 24 years[1], in his
analysis described children to include all persons below
the age of 18 years who are still dependent one way or the
other on their parents for sustenance. However, children
or youths are known to be endowed with invaluable assets
which can foster simultaneous increase in production and
national exploitation of their resources. These invaluable
assets include: greater physical strength, faster rate of
reaction to an action especially innovation, less
conservativeness, showing little or no fear of failure and
have faster rate of learning.

As stated by[6], poverty, a broken or incomplete home
offers little stimulation and adversely affects children of
fishermen and women. The role of children in fish
production in the riverine fishing communities in Ogun
Waterside  Local Government Area would be determined
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by seeking solutions to these and a host of other
interrelated problems touching on every aspect of a
child’s livelihood in the community where he or she was
born, raised and is resident. To this end, the following
research questions, were addressed in the study:
C What are the socio-economic characteristics of the

rural children involved in fish production?
C What is the level of involvement of rural children in

fish production? and
C What is the extent of gender roles of children in fish

production?

Objectives of the study: The general objective of this
study was to determine children’s involvement in fish
production in Ogun Waterside Local Government Area of
Ogun State. Specific objectives were to:
C identify the present socio-economic characteristics of

the rural children involved in fish production
C determine the level of involvement of rural children

in fish production, and
C ascertain the extent of gender roles of children in fish

production.

Hypothesis of the study: The only hypothesis tested in
the study was that:
Ho: There is no significant difference between the
involvement of male and female children in fish
production.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was carried out in Ogun Waterside Local
Government Area of Oyun State. It coverest an area of
about 60.32 sq Kilometers having towns and villages on
the fringes of the Atlantic Ocean.

The target population for the study was fisher folks’
children in the riverine areas of Ogun Waterside. The
study area comprised ten wards out of which two wants
were randomly selected for the study based on the fact
that they were exclusively riverine in nature. The two
wards are Makun-Omi and Iwopin. Fifty-four children
comprising 31 males and 23 females were randomly
selected for the study.

Involvement in fishing activities by the children was
measured by adding up total scores of each activity by the
respondents. The scores were later ranked on a scale of 1-
10 continuum. Data were analysed using descriptive
statistics such as percentages and frequency counts and t-
test was used to test the stated hypothesis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Socio-Economic Characteristics of Respondents: From
the results  as indicated in Table 1, majority (66.7%) of
the  children  were  between  the ages of 13 and 17 while

Table 1: Socio-Economic Characteristics of Respondent (N = 54).
Variables Frequency Percentages
Sex
Male 31 57.4
Female 23 42.6
Total 54 100.00
Age
7 – 12 18 33.3
13 – 17 36 66.7
Total 54 100.00
Religion
Christianity 26 48.1
Islam 23 42.6
Traditional 05 9.3
Total 54 100.00
Education
No formal education 4 7.40
Primary education 17 31.50
Secondary education 29 53.70
Tertiary - -
No response 4 7.40
Total 54 100.00

only 33.3 percent were between the ages of 7 and 12. this
finding shows that most of the children in the area of
study were matured enough to be used for labour. The
findings further revealed that more males (57.4%) were
involved in fishing activities than females (42.6%). As for
religion of the respondents, the results indicated that all
the three religious groups-Christianity, Islam and
Traditionalist were involved in fishing activities showing
that religion may not be a necessary factor for the
involvement of the children in fishing activities. The
results of the study showed that few of the children
(7.4%) and no formal education. Most of the respondents
were educated up to the secondary school level (53.70%).
Some of the students were of school age. The result
implies that their involvement and participatory activities
in fisheries operations could be more felt after leaving
school each day and most importantly during their holiday
periods.

Involvement in fishery activities: Table 2 revealed that
most of the children were involved in fish storage
activities as shown by the percentage involved in it
(61.1%). Fish storage is an activity encompassing drying
the fish, putting the dried fish in cellophane bags and
keeping in cartoons to prevent spoilage. One way or the
other, the children could be involved but their quality of
intensity in fish storage was the least as shown by their
total score of 127 and lowest rank of 10%. This activity
was mainly performed by the adults; children only gave
scanty helping hands. On the other hand, in terms of level
of involvement, fish catching with a total score of 475
was the activity being performed mostly and consistently
by the children. This was followed by netting (434),
firewood gathering (320), paddling canoes (309),
processing (303) and  marketing  of  fish  (297).  The
least  performed activities such as fish storage, fish
transportation and equipment maintenance were
exclusively performed by the parents of the children.
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Table 2: Involvement of Children in Fishery Activities in Ogun
Waterside Local Government Area (N = 54).

Highest Total
Activity frequency Percentages score
Fish catching 29 63.7 475
Water fetching 17 31.5 269
Firewood gathering 17 31.5 320
Fish marketing 9 16.7 297
Fish processing 12 22.2 308
Netting 17 31.5 434
Equipment maintenance 16 19.6 240
Fish storage 33 61.1 127
Source: Survey Data 2002Gender Roles of Children in Fisheries

Table 3: Fishery Roles and Male and Female Children in Ogun
Waterside LGA

Fishery Activities Frequency Percentages
Frequency Percentages
Fish catching 3 13 3097
Water fetching 20 86 2581
Firewood gathering 20 86 2581
Fish marketing 22 96 2270
Fish processing 21 05 7 24
Netting 1 13 28 91
Paddling Canoe 3 26 2271
Fish Transportation 6 26 1031
Equipment maintenance 6 26 1031
Fish storage 8 7 23
Source:  Survey Data, 2002,    
Results indicate multiple responses.

Table 3 revealed that the fishery activities dominated
by male children in the area of study include fish catching
(97%); Netting (91%) and paddling of canoe (71%). On
the other hand, the female children dominated activities
such as fish processing (91%) and fish marketing (96%).
Activities such as water fetching and fire wood gathering
were carried out on almost equal basis by both male and
female children.

In the area of fish marketing, though the females
recorded an upper hand (96%) the males were equally
involved to an appreciable level (70%). The children
(male and female) could be seen either staying at the
selling point with their parents or hawking fish all about
the streets carrying the fish on their heads.

Activities such as fish transportation, maintenance of
equipment and fish storage (preservation) were least
performed by either male or female children. As earlier
stated in this study, they were roles performed mainly by
the adults.

Testing of Hypothesis: The hypothesis tested in this
study is that: There is no significant difference in the
involvement of male and female children in fish
production.

As   indicated    in    table    4,    t-test   results
showed   significant   difference  between  the
involvement  of  male  and female children in fish
catching  (t  cal  =  1.95;  p < = 0.05) and netting activities
(t cal = 3.21; p < = 0.05). These two activities are those
performed    dominantly   by   male   children.  This was

Table 4: t-test for Determining Significant Difference Between
Involvement of Male and Female Children in Fish
Production in Ogun Waterside LGA.

Fishery Activities t cal df t tab Decision
Fish catching 1.95 5 1.65 Significant
Water fetching 0.08 5 1.65 Not Significant
Firewood gathering -2.57 5 1.65 Not Significant
Fish marketing -2.46 5 1.65 Not Significant
Fish processing -2.64 5 1.61 Not Significant
Netting 3.21 2 1.65 Not Significant
Paddling Canoe 1.44 5 1.65 Not Significant
Fish transportation 1.23 5 1.65 Not Significant
Equipment maintenance 1.02 5 1.65 Not Significant
Fish storage -1.42 3 1.65 Not Significant
Level of significance = 0.05

supported by earlier findings in this study. Also, the study
of Brandt[4] acknowledged gender roles in fishery
activities by revealing that the male children accompanied
their mothers on-shore processing fish. Adekoya (1991)
also supported this assertion by indicating that fish
catching activities require great strength, hence the
dominant involvement of male folks in the activity. Rural
children’s roles in fish catching include paddling canoes
or boats, evacuating water from leaking canoes or during
operation, helping their parents to protect their “catches”
from falling back into the river or lagoon; and fish
catching with hooks and lines and nets.

Further, from the t-test results, there is no significant
difference between the involvement of male and female
children in the fishery activities such as firewood
gathering, fish marketing, fish processing, water fetching,
paddling of canoes, fish transportation, equipment
maintenance and fish storage. These activities were either
performed at almost the same level by male and female
children or are dominantly performed by their parents
such as in fish transportation, equipment maintenance and
fish storage.

Conclusion and Recommendations: Findings from this
research revealed the major roles played by male and
female children in fishery activities. The study highlighted
the areas of involvement of male children as mainly fish
catching and net mending while female children were
mainly involved in fish processing. This would serve as
guide for fishery extension agents in planning appropriate
programmes for children that are involved in fish
production activities in the riverine areas. By this,
children in riverine areas would be able to develop
themselves in fishery operations and be self-reliant. They
would then be saved partly from food insecurity as far as
meeting their protein requirements for proper growth and
development is concerned. Their involvement and interest
in fisheries, if developed, will assist them in poverty
alleviation now and in the future realizing the economic
benefit of fisheries as a profession. In order to further
encourage children’s involvement in fishery activities, it
is hereby recommended that:
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C Extension agents should design special programmes
that will address the specific areas of children’s
involvement in fish production. For instance, while
the male children should be trained in better fish
catching and net mending techniques, the female
children should be trained properly in fish
processing and marketing techniques.

C The identified potentials of the children in fish
production should be recognized and developed.
This will assist in ensuring future participation in
fish production activities to and sustainability and
self-sufficiency in fish production in the country.
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