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ABSTRACT 
Nowadays tourism is known as a symbol of cultural identity and is one of important resources of 

foreign exchange earnings and job creation, so, studying tourism role in socio-economical 

empowerment of Virmuni rural district located in northwest of Gilan was selected as the topic of 
this research. Research method has been descriptive-analytical and due to statistic sample size in 

Cochran formula 250 subjects who were selected simple randomly, completed the questionnaires 

in villages under study. Results show that this part has more tourism capabilities and causes in 
economical empowerment in employment field, increase in land price, earning, improvement in 

housing status and increase in number of constructing and housing cause in decrease in 
immigration, improvement in health and education status and improvement in social and cultural 

relationships in Virmuni rural district. It is suggested that specifying and introducing tourism 

attractions in village level, suitable residence, suitable transport facilities, creating integrated 
markets to sell native products should be done for tourism development and economical-social 

empowerment in different parts of Virmuni rural district . 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Human beings have traveled to be free from loneliness, difficulties and local dependencies and same and 

repetitive habits and traditions of their lives. (Rezvani, 1379:28). Increasing continuity of tourism and the role of 

this industry in economical activities, considers tourism industry as one of the most important and the richest 

industries at the beginning of the third millennium. This developing industry has gained the third place in 

international trading in 2000 according to declaration of WTO and is known as the biggest world industry after 

petroleum industry and automotive industry. (Monshizade, 1384:26). 

 Rural tourism has an economical significant in rural parts that includes an economical growth and diversity 

of activities in one hand and job creation and earnings for the village residences on the other hand. Rural 

tourism attracts the surplus manpower in villages and it also can be considered as one of comprehensive 

development opportunities in villages. ( Saghayi, 1382:2)beside benefits of tourism industry, its deep cultural 

and moral influences caused by tourism industry, like attempt to negotiate and complete the cultures, 

reinforcement of social relationships of societies, international communications and helping in creation and 

consistency of world peace, along with its environmental considering, have been able to introduce tourism as an 

important basis to obtain development and find a suitable position in policy making and planning in most of 

countries. (Mahdavi @ Ghadiri Masoum, 1387:40). Rural tourism isn’t a general solution for all problems and 

difficulties, but it is one of the ways that may have important economical influences and it can help in slowing 

down evacuation of rural houses and decreasing rural immigration. (Shokri, 1386:72)  

 

 

 

Statement of problem: 
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 Tourism as a strong stimulus in economical reconstructing and development has importance in rural parts, 

in such a way that in recent years Europe has been faced solving economical and social challenges in marginal 

rural parts or villages that face decrease in traditional agricultural activities. (Akbarnejad, Bayi, 1391:2) 

 Nowadays, the role of tourism is obvious in helping to development of regions with tourism attractions. 

(Sedayi and Dehghani, 1389:57)… rural tourism has been a valuable resource for employment and earning an 

also it can be an important means for social-economical development of rural societies. Rural development has 

been a suitable alternative for agricultural activities because of economical reasons; because these activities face 

decrease of profit and need improvement in second and third parts of economy. The main reasons of tourism 

development in villages are low income, providing new occupational opportunities and making social 

developments in rural regions. (Mohammadi, 1384:96) originally it is a geographic, social and cultural 

phenomenon that includes different economical, political, environmental, cultural and managerial dimensions. 

(Zangi Abadi et.al, 1385:140). Since rural tourism is able to play an important role in local people’s 

empowerment and development of manpower, economical diversity and its development, creating occupational 

opportunities, solving unemployment problem, improvement of life standards by providing social services and 

filling the gap between rural and urban regions in different fields and decrease in immigration of villagers to the 

big cities, so, the role of tourism in social-economical empowerment in Virmuni rural district in Astara has been 

studied.  

 

Research questions: 

1-does rural tourism influence the rural development of Virmuni rural district in Astara? 

2-which environmental element has the most influence in tourism development and social-economical 

development of Virmuni rural district in Astara? 

 

Research hypothesis: 

1-it seems that rural tourism has effective role in rural development of Virmuni rural district in Astara? 

2-it seems that natural attractions have the most influence in tourism development and social-economical 

empowerment of Virmuni rural district in Astara? 

 

Research goals: 

 The research goals include recognizing and introducing tourism attractions in villages under studied, 

recognizing the role of tourism in social-economical empowerment of Virmuni rural district in Astara, 

recognizing and evaluating the relationship between the roles of tourism and creating occupational opportunities 

for rural residences in those regions under study. 

 

Research method: 

 Research method, is descriptive-analytic. 

 

Research field: 

 Present research includes the villages of Virmuni rural district located in Astara. Virmuni rural district is 

located in 2.5 km of Astara and in central part and is limited to Heiran rural district from west, to Astara and 

Caspian Sea from east and northeast. Astarachay is located in north of this city that is a border between Iran and 

Azerbaijan and Lavandavil and chelavand rural districts are located in its south. The area of this rural district is 

114.27 km
2
 and includes 26 hamlets. 

 

Distribution of villages in Virmuni rural district: 

 Virmuni rural district is one of four rural districts in Astara. Its lowest height is -20m in east and its highest 

height is 800 m in southwest. The west and southwest and south have steep slopes. Generally speaking, Virmuni 

rural district is divided into plain, foothill and mountainous parts. Virmuni rural district has plain in its east and 

northeast. The only important hydraulic phenomenon in plain is Khaje Karim river bed. Astarachay is located in 

its north part that is a political border between Iran and Azerbaijan. This part includes Bijarabin, Baghchesara, 

Shahrak-e-Nasirnia, Ghale and Sheikh Ali Mahalleh. Foothill part begins from 0m height and continues to the 

height of 100m and includes regions of Bibianlu, Kashfi, Virmuni, Anbaran, Asgar Mahalleh, Shahrak-e-Hejrat, 

Kanehay-e Asiab, Abbas Abad and Anbaran. The height of higher than 100m is mountainous part. This part 

includes Shundeh Chula, Sayyadlar, Ayvazlar. 

 

Studying the role of tourism in social-economical empowerment of Virmuni rural district: 

 A questionnaire has been provided and distributed between 250 villagers of Virmuni rural district. This 

questionnaire includes 8 questions about the role of tourism in economical empowerment and 7 questions about 

the relationship of tourism role in social empowerment in villages under study. 

Gender: 
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 The total subjects who participated in this research were 250 who 63.2% (158 subjects) were male and 

36.8% (92 subjects) were women.  

 

Age: 

 Among overall subjects who answered the questions in this study, 16 subjects were 18-20, 153 subjects 

were 20-40, 69 subjects were 40-60 and 12 subjects were up to 60 years old.  

 
Table 1: Description of age variable in responders. 

age 

percent frequency Age group 

6.4 16 18-20 

61.2 153 20-40 

27.6 69 40-60 

4.8 12 +60 

 

 Data in table1 show that youth have more cooperation in tourism and with increase in age, this cooperation 

gets less. 

 

Education: 

 Among responders, 2 subjects (0.8%) were illiterate, 17 subjects (6.8%) had preliminary literacy and 44 

subjects (17.6) had literary cycle and 66 subjects (26.4%) had high school literacy and 71 subjects (28.4%) had 

diploma degree and 19 subjects (7.6%) had foundation degree and 29 subjects (11.6%) and the rest of them were 

bachelors and higher. 

 

Occupation: 

 Among responders, 91 subjects (36.4%) were active in agriculture, 6 subjects (2.4%) in gardening 3 

subjects (1.2%) in animal husbandry, 1 subject (0.4%) in hunting and fishing, 130 subjects (52%) in service, 

2subjects (0.8%) in handcraft and 17 subjects (6.8%) in workshop industries. 

 

Amount of tourism entrance to the village: 

 According to the interviews to the villagers, 97 subjects (38.8%) believed that the tourists’ entrance is very 

much and 112 subjects (44.8%) believed that the tourists’ entrance is much and 40 subjects (16%) believed that 

to be average. According to the studies in population of tourists and villagers, it’s proved that the villages of 

Virmuni rural district are at the suitable condition in tourist entrance. 

 

Studying the role of tourism in economical empowerment of Virmuni rural district: 

1.Increase in villagers income: 

 92 villagers (14%) believed that tourism has very much income for them, 68 subjects (13%) believed that 

tourism has much income for them and 104 subjects (17%) believed that its earning is average. 

 
Table 2: The role of tourism in increase of income. 

Increase in income 

percent frequency description 

13.2 33 Very much 

27.2 68 much 

45.6 114 average 

10.4 26 low 

3.6 9 Very low 

100 250 total 

  

2.Increase in land price: 

 Since the villages of Virmuni rural district have more tourism attractions, demand for buying land has been 

increased. So, 51 villagers (20.4%) believed that the land price has been increased very much and 84 subjects 

(33.6%) believed that the land price has been increased much and 95 subjects (38%) believed it to be on 

average. 

 

3. Creating occupational opportunities in village: 

 Undoubtedly, there is more need to facilities and services because of tourism entrance in villages with 

tourism capabilities; so, it causes the villagers especially unemployed and youths to give services to tourists and 

creates occupational opportunities and influences in stabilizing the population of the village. In villages of 

Virmuni rural district 4 people (1.6%) of villagers believed that tourism has increased employment in the village 

very much, 9 subjects (3.6%) believed that it has increased employment much, 48 subjects (19.2%) believed that 
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it has increased employment on average and 92 subjects (36.8%) believed that it has increased employment less 

and 97 subjects (38.8) believed it to be very low.  

 
Table 3: Influence of tourism in job creation. 

employment 

percent Frequency Description 

1.6 4 Very much 

3.6 9 Much 

19.2 48 Average 

36.8 92 Low 

38.8 97 Very low 

  

4. The villagers’ investment in tourism section: 

 According to the interview to the villagers, 1 subject (0.4%) believed that tendency for investment has been 

very much, 3 subjects (1.2%) believed that it has been much, 43 subjects (17.2%) believed that it has been on 

average, 99 subjects (39.6%) believed it to be low and 104 people (41.6%) believed it to b very low. 

 

5. Decrease in agricultural products: 

 This idea that tourism influences in decreasing agricultural products, also was studied and 4 villagers 

believed the influence of tourism in decrease of agricultural production to be very much, 7 subjects (2.8%) 

believed that influence of tourism in decreasing the agricultural products has been much, 56 subjects (22.4%) 

believed it to be on average, 84 subjects (33.6%) believed it to be low and 99 subjects (39.6%) believed it to be 

very low.  

 

6. Increase of residential construction: 

 Among responders, 41 subjects (16.4%) believed that tourism influences increase of residential construction 

very much, 59 subjects (23.6%) believed that tourism influences increase of residential construction much, 63 

subjects (25.2%) believed it to be on average, 59 subjects (23.6%) believed it to be low, 28 subjects (11.2%) 

believed that tourism influences the increase of residential construction very low.  

 
Table 4: Increase in rural construction. 

construction 

percent Frequency Description 

16.4 41 Very much 

23.6 59 Much 

25.2 63 Average 

23.6 59 Low 

11.2 28 Very low 

100 250 total 

 

 Studying the role of tourism in social empowerment of Virmuni rural district: 

1.Improvement in education: 

 Among responders in this study, 1 subject (0.4%) believed that tourism influences in improvement of 

education status very much, 4 subjects (1.6 %) believed it to be much, 37subjects (14.8%) believed that tourism 

influences in improvement of education on average, 151 subjects (60.4%) believed it to be low and 57 subjects 

(22.8%) believed it to be very low. 

 
Table 5: Improvement in education status. 

education 

percent Frequency Description 

0.4 1 Very much 

1.6 4 Much 

14.8 37 Average 

60.4 151 Low 

22.8 57 Very low 

 

2.Improvement in health status: 

 According to the interviews to the villagers, the relation of improvement of health status and tourists 

entrance was studied. 8 subjects (3.2%) believed its influence to be very much, 74 subjects (29.6%) believed it 

to be much, 139 subjects (55.6%) believed it to be average and 5 subjects (2%) believed it to be very low. 
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Table 6: villagers’ tendency for investment. 

 health 

percent Frequency Description 

3.2 8 Very much 

29.6 74 Much 

55.6 139 Average 

9.6 24 Low 

2 5 Very low 

 

3.Immigration: 

 All of natural, economical and social-cultural factors influence the villagers’ tendency to migrate in 

combination and harmonically; factors like economical problems and solving the unemployment difficulties, 

employment and more income in city centers, are the most important effective factors in villagers’ immigration. 

In fact, because of increase in population and decrease in activities related to the agriculture, gardening, animal 

husbandry and handcrafts because of development in technology and mechanization of agriculture, most 

villagers have been unemployed. Moreover, most of agriculture and animal husbandry activities are seasonal 

and labor force are unemployed in agriculture in parts of the year and are involved in seasonal unemployment. 

So, tourism development creates new occupational opportunities for them in villages (Imani Fard, 1393:99). 

Then this question that asks: do the villagers immigration decreases by tourists entrance and creation of new 

occupational opportunities, was studied. 17 subjects (6.8%) believed that influence of tourism in decrease of 

villagers’ immigration has been very much, 89 subjects (35.6%) believed it to be much, 108 subjects (43.2%) 

believed it to be average, 26 subjects (10.4%) believed it to be low and 10 subjects (4%) believed it to be very 

low. 

 
Table 7: Influence of tourism to avoid villagers’ immigration. 

Social communication 

percent Frequency Description 

6.8 17 Very much 

35.6 89 Much 

43.2 108 Average 

10.4 26 Low 

4 10 Very low 

100 250 total 

 

4.Increase in villagers’ cultural awareness: 

 Increase in travelling and tourism remarks that tourism culture has been improved. According to the 

interviews to the villagers, the relation of increase in cultural awareness and tourists’ entrance was studied. 

9subjects (3.6%) believed that the influence of tourists’ entrance in increase of villagers’ cultural awareness has 

been very much, 75 subjects (30%) believed it to be much, 122 subjects (48.8%) believed it to be average, 38 

subjects (15.2%) believed it to be low and 6 subjects (2.4%) believed it to be very low. 

 

Evaluating the hypothesis: 

-The first hypothesis: it seems that rural tourism has effective role in rural development of Virmuni rural district 

in Astara: in the role of tourism in economical empowerment point of view, 104 subjects (17%) believed that 

money earning is on average in tourism section. 95 subjects (38%) also believed that land price is average. In 

villages of rural district of Virmuni, 97 villagers (38.8%) believed that tourism increases the employment very 

much. 63 subjects (25.2%) also believed that tourism influences the increase of residential construction on 

average. In the role of tourism in social empowerment point of view, 151 villagers (60.4%) believed that the 

influence of tourism in improvement of education is low. According to the villagers’ interviews, improvement 

of health status also was studied and 139 subjects (55.6%) believed that influence of tourism in health 

improvement has been on average by tourists’ entrance. 108 villagers, (43.2%) believed that influence of 

tourism in decreasing villagers’ immigration has been on average. In Virmuni rural district, 111 subjects 

(44.4%) believed that influence of tourism in development of city culture has been on average. So, the first 

hypothesis is proved. 

 
Table 8: The role of tourism in rural development of Virmuni rural district. 

Frequency (percent) Economical dimension 

Very low low average much Very 

much 

3.6 10.4 45.6 27.2 13.2 Increase in income 

2.4 5.6 38 33.6 20.4 Increase in land price 

38.8 36.8 19.2 3.6 1.6 Creation of occupational opportunities in the village 

41.6 39.6 17.2 1.2 0.4 Villagers’ investment in tourism section 

39.6 33.6 22.4 2.8 1.6 Decrease in agriculture products 



158 

 

11.2 23.6 25.2 23.6 16.4 Increase in residential constructions 

Frequency (percent) Social dimension 

Very low low average much Very 
much 

22.8 60.4 14.8 1.6 0.4 Improvement of education 

2 9.6 55.6 29.6 3.2 Improvement of health 

4 10.4 43.2 35.6 6.8 Immigration 

6.8 30.8 32.4 27.6 9.2 Increase in villagers’ cultural awareness 

 

 The second hypothesis: it seems that natural attractions have the most influence in tourism development and 

social-economical empowerment of Virmuni rural district in Astara: researches in rural district of Virmuni show 

that from July to September that are summer tourism seasons, these regions have suitable climate; and also Estil 

lagoon by 138 hectares area and Alder trees that are shelters for scarce birds, are one of the five approved areas 

that are in Gilan province and forest park of Bibianlu with 152 hectares area has an unique view because of its 

diversity in forest flora and animals, some valleys with foothills covered by jungles and pretty high ridges and 

some summits as unique landscapes. Statistics of tourism and cultural heritage organization show that more than 

1 million tourists have visited these places. So, the second hypothesis is proved.  

 

Conclusion and suggestions: 

 Results of this research show that this region has high tourism capabilities and in some degrees causes in 

economical empowerment in employment, increase in land price, earning money, improvement in housing 

status, increase in residential construction and social improvement to decrease immigration, improvement in 

health status, education and improving social and cultural relationship in villages under study. Making stable 

markets to sell villagers’ handicrafts and other local productions, providing tourism maps by related 

organizations like tourism and cultural heritage organization, private section activities in investment in different 

parts of tourism and providing required facilities for this section, like assignment of land or government price 

for construction of residential-religious and entertainment places in the villages, creating facilities like 

permanent or temporary residents by acceptable health services in villages to persuade the tourists to travel to 

these regions, providing travelling maps by related organizations like tourism and cultural heritage organization 

all can be helpful. 
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