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ABSTRACT 

 
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi as the capital of United Arab Emirates is being famous as a region rich in 

cultural inheritance and the United Arab Emirate as general also known for its civilization, history and 
accumulations of creative cultures, as well as great traditions and heritage. The cultural inheritance of Abu 
Dhabi, considered as one of the richest in the world, and it becomes an essential element in the development 
process of the Emirates. It is not limited to its archaeological and historical inheritance; more over the 
inventions of its creative citizens in all cultural aspects emphasized the strong presence of Abu Dhabi's culture 
in the world of tourism. The cultural tourism, however, considered the most important means that enable people 
to show their civilization, past and present heritage as well, and thereafter introduce them to the world. It helps 
to shape a positive image about the national culture, urge to focus attention on the other people throughout the 
world and acquire global admiration and respect. Accordingly, we may conclude that tourism represents a social 
and humanitarian dimension through knowing the new cultures, different from the culture of the communities 
where tourist came from. The benefits of vacations and holidays through organizing tours and cultural travel to 
any destination around the world become an important objective for countries that wanted to promote their 
cultural tourism.  
 
Key words: 
 
Introduction 
 

The concept of cultural tourism nowadays is no longer limited to visiting archaeological sites, historical 
monuments, museums, watching the traditional industries, and attending exhibitions or festivals. New elements 
have embedded, such as improving events and using certain conditions in order to achieve more diversification 
in tourism products to attract new segments of tourists and visitors. 

Abu Dhabi, which is the capital of the United Arab Emirates, considered one of the most important tourist 
attractions in the world, due to many factors including religion, history and culture. In addition to its 
geographical and strategic location, Abu Dhabi has created itself as a distinguished destination on the map of the 
most advanced cities of the world racing towards achieving the highest standards of excellence in the field of 
business, tourism, culture and art. Besides that, Abu Dhabi stands at the important economic position at the 
international level and it is among the top ten oil producer cities in the world. (Muhammad. Ali Rashid. 1992). 

The total land area of Abu Dhabi is about 67,340 square kilometres, equivalent to 80 percent of the area of 
the United Arab Emirates. The population of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi at the end of 2006 was about 
(1,463,491), representing one third of the total population of the UAE. 

Abu Dhabi had established a human settlement since the ancient times. The city was culturally rich and 
having big diversity. It has never affected by the harsh conditions of nature and the lack of natural resources 
from moving towards development and prosperity. Archaeological researches who studied back to ancient times 
have referred to the existence of a bright cultural history in the past of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The Emirate 
since the prehistoric era was acting as the connecting point between different cultures due to migration of tribes 
towards the city, which led to a rich cultural heritage that is still visible in Abu Dhabi traditions nowadays. 
Many cultural activities had evolved by the hands of the local people producing a variety of artistic images and 
crafts for thousands of years. (Slave. Nasser Hussain, 2004) 

In spite of the progress and development achieved by the UAE society in all aspects of life, the preservation 
of cultural heritage inheritance of the city however represents a fundamental pillar of the modern state of the 
United Arab Emirates. Therefore, in combination with the distinguished features of UAE society, the cultural 
heritage is considered as an essential element in forming the national identity. 

 
Research Methodology: 
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This study aims at understanding the cultural monuments of Abu Dhabi. The objectives of this study 
require to conduct a survey, in order to discover and explore these monuments in the process of tourist 
attraction in this territory. As a result, the researchers have used the descriptive and analytical methodologies 
that aim to describe the phenomenon being studied as existed in the world of reality, and quantitatively 
expressed in order to reach to the right conclusions that contribute to the understanding of the current status of 
cultural tourism in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi through results, analysis and interpretations. 

 
Research Analysis: 

 
It is clear that cultural tourism depends on the components of the cultural heritage, both tangible and 

intangible where the relationship between culture and tourism has emerged. This matter is obvious through the 
activation of the role of archaeological sites. For example, involvement of local residents of neighbouring areas 
in tourism activities, by organizing the Festivals of Hybrid Race and Abu Dhabi Festival of Cinema and Theatre.  

 
In addition to that, the activities of clubs and cultural centres that are also an important factor in promoting 

tourism and local culture, especially in the summer season through presentations, concerts and various cultural 
activities, such as providing crafts, fine arts and fashion shows. In order to study the cultural tourism in Abu 
Dhabi and determining its vital role in activating the development of Emirate community, the influenced 
elements must be classified and studied to figure out the improving capabilities to these elements, and the 
conditions that should be provided to achieve such improvement, these elements including: 
 
Diversity: 

 
This element includes the space area of Abu Dhabi, which determines the tourism movement within the 

region, having enough archaeological sites, historical and heritage castles and forts, traditional markets, 
museums, and much religious and cultural ethnic diversity, which represent attractive sites to tourist who are 
caring about culture, history and social life. The diversity of Abu Dhabi climate and the existence of dispersed 
geographical sites that do not usually located within one area in Abu Dhabi. For example, mountain, desert areas 
and coastal islands, contain many tourism attractions and landscapes besides providing nice and comfortable 
environments suitable for tourists coming to Abu Dhabi throughout the year. 

The diversity in natural and heritage resources helped the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to double the number of 
tourists coming to the city, reaching up to the limits of 65% of international tourist traffic (i.e., about 23 million 
tourists annually from different nationalities), while 6% of this number visits the Middle East. The regional 
coordination to facilitate the movement of tourists to neighbouring countries helps to develop cultural tourism 
because these countries complement each other culturally and historically. (United Arab Emirates. 2010 - The 
Ministry of Information and Culture, Abu Dhabi). 

 
The Functional Elements of Cultural Tourism: 

 
These elements include the transfer element, which include; transportation and travel, static and stable 

element, accommodation, and related issues, such as the infrastructure. These elements represent range of 
services activities that satisfy the needs of tourists for travel requirements, including accommodation, 
entertainment, food, transportation, banks, tour offices, and other associated facilities and services. Therefore, 
tourists may visit museums, buy tickets, use telephones for calls, fax, clothing, stamps, books and other 
purchases.  (Fathy, Hassan .1988. Potential natural and traditional architecture) 
 
The Cultural Elements:  

 
The culture and tourism are inseparable twins. The future of tourism depends on the ability to recruit 

culture, and inspiration of culture depends on the interaction with the tourism movement, while cultural heritage 
in its two dimensions (Heritage and Creative). Culture is the perfect tool to deepen and strengthen the dialogue 
between people, improve understanding between individuals and groups. The cultural tourism requires creation 
cultural spaces, and pays more attention to cultural and civilized particularities that distinguish the country from 
other global competitors in the field of tourism. Experience has shown that tourists mostly interested to visit 
destinations that are having architectural and cultural landmarks, as well as social and cultural aspects of 
humanity. 

In addition, what are provided for the tourist like indoor programs and activities organized by clubs. 
However in order for the tourism in Emirates to convert to cultural tourism, necessary steps are required to 
develop the tourism material provided for tourists, this imply focusing on heritage, cultural particularities and 
cultural characteristics of tourist attraction sites in the United Arab Emirate. The culture here includes two 
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forms: The first is the beliefs, traditions, knowledge, social practices and human interaction. While the second 
form represents specific tangent tools of heritage, like handcrafts, artistic activities, exhibitions, and others 
which are displayed in a form for tourist attractions. (United Arab Emirates. 2010 - The Ministry of Information 
and Culture, Abu Dhabi) 
 
The Entertainment Elements: 

 
The core of cultural tourism is directly connected with entertainment, like new sightseeing, cultural and 

historical heritage, museums, theatres, libraries and economic, social, and scientific institutes, a variety of 
markets, and other sites of interest that being pleasure of tourists. 

The tourists who are coming in groups or with their families and friends representing a very large 
proportion of tourists visiting Abu Dhabi (88%). This is due to the low costs of travelling within groups. 
Therefore, entertainment programs that suite these groups should be re-arranged. The interaction between 
culture and tourism depends on the type of tourist, his age and the time spent on leisure tourist site. As the tour 
programs organized in advance by travel agents or large hotels, it is necessary to coordinate with these parties; 
for the preparation of appropriate and full entertainment that can satisfy the tourists, by organizing some new 
activities like surfing on desert sands and sea waves, fishing trips etc. ( United Arab Emirates. 2003, the annual 
book. Ministry of Information and Culture) 

 
The Elements of Cultural Tourism in Abu Dhabi: 

 
The Urban Constituents: 

 
The various historical and religious sites of all kinds represent human factor to determine the guide of 

tourism in particular. The historical or cultural tourism has played a key role in determining the routes of 
tourism movement in the attraction locations. Countries have such locations, in particular those with high 
buildings. Such locations considered the most attracted destinations to tourists and taking high attention by a 
large number of tourists in our recent time, especially those who wish to see the architectural and historical 
monuments. This is because these monuments enhance their knowledge about the history of the particular 
destination, as well as arts, laws, legislation, social life of people and the past of nations. These constituents 
represented in the following:  

 
A. Castles and Forts: 

 
Abu Dhabi is a rich destination for many historical sites that described the past of the city, as well as the 

past of parents and grandparents. Castles and forts are all evidence of ancient history, telling and picturing the 
history of the ancient era that had affected the style of living of the people in Emirates at that time. These castles 
and forts influenced civilization roots, which withstood a long time ago before the changes and challenges faced 
by people in the past. These castles were once powerful centres for ruling the city, also an important place to 
ensure safety for trading convoys, and secure transportation between different sides in the country.  

In addition to that, these castles played the court's role. It was also witnessed the carnivals of people in 
special occasions including their traditional arts like war games and were centres for managing the agricultural 
activities in the eastern region. These areas were for many years representing a summering place for the local 
people. Since the Emirate of Abu Dhabi composed of many small towns and villages distributed at different 
locations, therefore the distributions of these castles and forts were distant too. The distance between each two 
castles may reach around 13 km at minimum. (Muhammad. Ali Rashid .1992. Forts and castles in the UAE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.  The Traditional Architectural Environment : 
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These castles were located in some residential regions at that time, for example; al-Haily, Al-Qatarah, Al-
Mutaridh, Al-Muwayjay, and Al-Jahiliy Castle. Some of these castles were named after their builders like; 
Sultan Ali Castle, and some of them were named according to their shapes, like Al-Muraba’a Castle. 

Sometimes you are hopeless when travel throughout the city to find an architectural which represent and 
connecting you to the city, its language, traditions, and history. An architectural construction may play the role 
of connecting you with the past of the place and its values. 

Nowadays, architects are focusing on designing strange things from the environment and transfer exactly to 
its elements. As a result, the architectural outcome simulates a different environment from social and 
environmental reality, such as simulation of a country searching for the sun and applied them into a village with 
green lands and mild climate. Therefore, the professional architectural solutions are accumulated and intelligent 
process. In other words the monuments of the place started to disappear gradually in different areas of the city 
and the values went away in limbo world.(Zain, Ahmed, 1995. Tourism in the UAE) 

These values deployed by the architectural heritage through decades was everlasting, unrepeatable and 
stood at its own level, but these heritage values are the only way to develop of new building patterns. The 
designs and construction materials used in building old houses were primitive due to the difficulties of getting 
the rare resources of wood, and the hard climate conditions as well. This image is evident in small cottages 
made of palm fronds, or houses built using mud bricks, made from sun-dried mud while its roofs constructed by 
fixing the palm fronds and tents of the Bedouin. Nevertheless, the issues associated with ventilation and privacy 
has become a traditional requirement in all architectural shapes and buildings in Abu Dhabi. Moreover, the 
ventilation towers made locally (Al Brajeel) became a common sign in houses of Abu Dhabi. 

The same ventilation techniques found in other Middle Eastern countries and Iran, designed due to high 
temperature and humidity at summer times. Ventilation towers functioned as the natural job of air conditioning 
where the hot and dense air leak through the high holes while holding the cold air at the bottom. In addition to 
that, in each house in Abu Dhabi (at the beginning and middle of last century) there was an open area and 
separated sections of the kitchen, as well as a guest room. Indeed, most of Arab houses, until the current time, 
designed with open area in front of the house. These areas have been using for children playing too. It also has 
wide and special rooms for male guests where these rooms in most of the cases are located in a corner side in 
the house, in order to prevent facing the female members of the family in the house. 

The houses contain barriers made whether from wood bristles or wooden decorations with special patterns. 
These decorations were an essential element of the architectural engineering on Abu Dhabi houses. However, at 
the last quarter of the 20th century, there was a significant transformation in the architectural designs of houses 
in Abu Dhabi. The old houses made of palm fronds and mud bricks were replaced with high buildings that 
mostly covered by a modern pattern of glasses. Even though there are still many significant landmarks of the 
heritage sites that attempting to preserve the special character of the Islamic-Arabic architecture in Abu Dhabi, 
below is a demonstration of some of these landmarks: 

 
Shekh Zaid Mosque: 

 
This mosque is considered the third largest mosque in the world in terms of the total area after the Two 

Holy Mosques in Saudi Arabia, its area covers of (412,22) square meters without external extensions around it. 
Built in 1996, to be a great Islamic landmark consolidated and deepen the Islamic culture and its concepts and 
the values of religious tolerance, as a centre for the Islamic sciences. The mosque is a visual pleasure in every 
sense of the word meaning, in terms of the beauty of architecture, large spaces, and fine art lines on each side of 
its aspects. (Abdullah. Mohamed Mattar.1999.Renaissance Tourism in Abu Dhabi). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Emirate Palace: 
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The Emirates palace is a masterpiece of art, located at the heart of the capital Abu Dhabi. From the 
corridors of this palace, visitors can see and witness the magnificent Arabic art and architecture and a wonderful 
eastern atmosphere, reflecting the national identity of the Emirate Abu Dhabi. This edifice, built in the form of 
luxury palace facing the beach of Abu Dhabi. It was a combination of the beauty of design and quality of 
services. The palace has also been equipped with the latest technology to meet the satisfaction of the guests and 
their personal requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Social and Cultural Constituents: 
 
The social and cultural constituents among the main attractive factors of tourism that attract tourists to visit 

a particular country by travelling and exploring new culture of the different style of living in that country, the 
heritage and social values of the people living in a different culture. These constituents are: 

 
 Habits and Traditions: 

 
Each country has its special habits and traditions inherited from the descended and previous generations, 

such traditions adhere to by all people who belong to those traditions, to a degree of holiness. It is not 
permissible to depart from it or alter. The traditions in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi originated from Arabic culture, 
inherited by the people of Abu Dhabi from grandparents, represents the type of living in the Emirates and 
bearing the high meaning of human magnanimity. (Slave. Nasser Hussain., 2004. Customs and traditions in the 
U A E) 

The study community represents people having their own magnanimity, generosity and living in loving 
groups. They have inherited heritage and proud to have it until the current days. However, despite the 
tremendous development and rapid changes in all sectors of the State, the Emirates community did not accept 
and show high reluctance against the traditions and habits that reached to them through the delegates for 
business or tourism. Some of these habits and traditions of the State, the Emirates community  demonstrated 
below: 

 
i.- Hospitality: 

 
The generous hospitality tradition in the culture of Abu Dhabi reflects the inherited values and originality of 

the culture. It represents a part of the main basis of the old Arabic traditions. Today, hospitality became a social 
value of every house in the Emirates, which at all times ready to receive people and welcome them in social 
gatherings. Some of the facilities and services that are available in these social gatherings include; the finest 
incense, dates, fruits, deserts, and the special Arabic coffee mixed with various flavours. All these hospitality 
services represent and stand as evidence of noble hospitality. The generosity and kind hospitality express the 
significant nature of life as a core value that characterized the national identity of Abu Dhabi's citizens. 
Hospitality is also representing a social landmark of tourism. (United Arab Emirates. 2010 - The Ministry of 
Information and Culture) 

 
ii- The Emirati Dress: 

 
The dress is the best way to express the nation culture and heritage. It is not exaggeration to say that local 

dress, fashion is the most complicated adage related to the people of certain nation, the needs, and rituals 
derived through human life reflect many of the social, economical and cultural signs. 

The local dress of Abu Dhabi reflects the cultural climate alongside with the habits and Islamic-Arabic 
traditions. Abu Dhabi is an authentic ancient city, and it is a city linked to the sea. The city historically was 
influencing by the sea climate through reflection on the local dressing. The fashion of Abu Dhabi featured with 
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quiet and nice sea colours, loosing cloths, with thick lines mixed with diverse artistic touches. Visitors can 
witness this special character and feature in the local women dresses which its design with magnificent curving 
to represent values and ethics of the Emirates. In addition to that, the people of Abu Dhabi are very sensitive to 
the clothing material, types and harmony with sea colours. All these facts, making the local dress so popular and 
beloved by all generations and at all times. It was and still a significant dress comparing to other dress fashions 
around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iii- The Folk Dance:  
 
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi is famous as well as the rest of the world in folk dance, which was and until at 

this current time being performed in the same old and authentic style. The folk dance of Abu Dhabi is taking 
high attention by the government of Abu Dhabi which encourages performing folk dance in many national 
occasions and social events. It is the common denominator in every occasion. Among the most famous types of 
folk dance are: Al Ayalah dance, Al Zarif dance, Al Na’ashat dance. 

 
National Holidays and Festivals: 

 
Festivals and folklores represent the organizing tools and management for attracting tourists. Nations 

worldwide is spending huge funds towards establishment of these festivals, through advertising, and providing 
them with all elements of attraction to bring tourists from all over the world. It is often to these countries to use 
their historical events, heritage and social events as a cultural tourism attraction such as seasonal anniversaries, 
harvest festivals and religious occasions ... etc. and giving them a special character in order to attract many 
international tourists delegations to watch them in Abu Dhabi. The most important festivals in Abu Dhabi 
include the following: 

 
i. Abu Dhabi Festival of Classical Music: 

 
Offer a series of performing arts throughout the year, show opera and classical music concerts attended by 

the most famous musicians in the world and held in a number of indoor and outdoor theatres. 
 

ii. Abu Dhabi Film Festival: 
 
This festival, takes place in Abu Dhabi and lasts over ten days, presents various competitions and offers 

different types of folklore celebratory, also presents a large number of diverse programs and events. The festival 
shows a wide range of films from around the world, competing for black pearl prizes worth a million dollars for 
several film categories, including novel films, documentaries, and short films. 

 
iii- Abu Dhabi International Hunting and Equestrianism: 

 
The Abu Dhabi International Hunting and Equestrian is an annual event aims to promote local sport 

heritage, such as horse riding, fishing, and others. The exhibition is always organized under the slogan "an 
ancient heritage and sustainable hunting" includes camel, horse and hawk auctions as well, includes also 
traditional hunting activities, folk dances and competitions for making Arabic coffee, other activities such as 
poetry, photographs of equestrian. (Arab Union for Tourism., 1974) 
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iv.- Festival of Camel (the Camel Beauty Competition):  
 
This festival includes many events such as camel beauty contest and camel auctions. It is also popular in the 

market, competition of (dates, poetry, photography, folk music) and other traditional activities. The participation 
in the camel beauty competition is open to the authentic breed of camel’s class (striker, original). The mixed 
breeds are not acceptable in these competitions. 

 
v.- Festival of Wet Dates: 

 
This festival aims to encourage farmers to improve the quality of the wet dates and devote their culture in 

the minds of different generations in the country. 
 

vi.-Traditional Sports: 
 
Sport in Abu Dhabi in particular and the UAE in general is relating to its desert environment for many 

years. Traditional sports still representing the best activity for local people despite of the wide spread of modern 
sports like Golf and Formula-1. The main types of traditional sports in the within the scope of the study are in 
the following:  

  
Equestrian: 
 

The people of Abu Dhabi have a close relationship with Arabian horses. The Bedouin Arab cavalries have 
succeeded in training Arabian horses with great ability in preparation for war; because of the intelligence and 
the great ability of horses to endure harsh and hard environment, regardless of its beauty and gentle behaviour 
towards people. 

 
Falconry: 

 
Falconry is another favourite hobby that until today practicing by people of the Emirates. It is of the most 

famous traditional sports in this region that continues to enjoy by many local people and has a great popularity 
among UAE citizens. 

 
Camel Racing: 

 
Camel racing is a popular sport in UAE and neighbouring countries as well. This sport has a large public 

interest in the UAE. Many lovers of this sport are enjoying attending, watching camel racing competitions and 
following its results.  However, despite the emerge of civilized cities in UAE and development in urban towns 
today, Abu Dhabi is still having many racing tracks for Camel Racing which attracts hundreds of citizens and 
tourist as well. 

 
Diving and Al-Dahu Boats: 

 
These boats attract tourists by enjoying sea tours with diving and snorkelling activities since the boat racing 

is one of the best sports on the sea. The ancient society used the racing boat of diving trips to catch the pearls. 
Similarly today, diving is considered as a very common sport in the coastal zone in Abu Dhabi and attracts 
many enthusiasts loving this type of sport. (United Arab Emirates. 2003, The Annual Book. Ministry of 
Information and Culture) 

Hunting by Saluki Dogs It is a traditional sport practiced by the Bedouin for thousands of years in this 
region. The Arabic Saluki dogs are the oldest domestic dog breed in the world. The Saluki has a sight hound, 
which primarily hunt by speed and sight, and historically travelled throughout the Middle East with nomadic 
desert tribes over an area stretching from the Sahara to the Caspian Sea. It has been using to hunt quarry such as 
gazelles in the Middle East and known for its intelligence in hunting and its ability to endure the high 
temperature and humidity, as well as loyalty to the owner or handler. In some occasions, people are using the 
Saluki for hunting with hawks where the hawks used its sight and spot the victim's location by flying over to it 
in order to guide the Saluki dogs to track and hunt the victim. 

 
Crafts and Traditional Industries: 

 
The crafts and traditional industries are important part of the culture of any country because it connects with 

different phases of people’s life through the stages of history. In order for the originality to continue inside 
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peoples' thoughts, they must act as a connecting point of this social transformation in people’s culture and must 
be able to connect the past, present, and future all together.  

The crafts and traditional industries in the UAE have acquired high importance since they are relating to the 
diving season of hunting pearls. In Abu Dhabi, during its ancient time, we can witness that the simple 
community in UAE run their normal life as artists and working on handcrafts as particular jobs. They invented 
tools and equipments that used to transform the raw materials into useful products to support their living needs, 
and therefore reflect the superior capabilities with design and configuration, as well as precise execution that 
featured with creativity, beauty and people’s sense. (Adan. Joseph, 2001. Traditional Crafts and Industries in the 
United Arab Emirates) 

One of the main factors that contribute to specify the type and nature of these crafts and industries is the 
environmental factor, its primary elements, and the economic living style that was depending on diving and 
agriculture. Due to these factors, the crafts and traditional industries have varied in the Emirate community to 
fulfil the various obligations that required in UAE throughout its history like; diving for pearls, fishing and 
agriculture.  

The active trading acquired a huge number of local people and neighbouring countries who were searching 
for living resources and food. All these reasons led to gather a large number of hand workers and crafts men in 
the big cities, so that markets were named according to the type of craft jobs practiced at that time. For example, 
the Blacksmith market known under this name because of many blacksmithing jobs available in this market. The 
same scenario with The Jewellery Market, Plaster market.. etc. Besides, some other markets outside the cities 
that attracted a large number of farmers and environmental craft owners who travel to the big cities to sell their 
goods for the local peoples living in these cities. 

These traditional industries have spread widely due to its accuracy and beauty, such as; Pottery, textiles, 
baskets and Mats..etc. All these products are constant evidences on the accuracy of traditional industries and its 
importance to fulfil the needs of the market at that time. Until today, crafts and traditional industries represent 
an important part of the heritage of the Emirates due to the connection with various styles of life witnessed in 
the region in the past decades. The Emirates' citizen had known many simple industries represented critical need 
to living at that time; equal to food and water, to satisfy the needs of many local people. Environment played a 
vital role, its elements were crucial to specify the type of these industries, and craft works at that ancient time in 
the Emirates.  

Some of these crafts and industries still represent a great national heritage combine between the identity and 
the originality of the nation, including: 

 
Pottery - the Drum industry mats industry - Rugs industry – Braziers industry- Burner industry - Housing - 

Shipbuilding industry: 
 
The Princes and Rulers of Abu Dhabi soon realized how important is to protect their unique heritage from 

being lost in oblivion. There are many declarations concerning the future strategies and ambitious initiatives to 
preserve and manage the cultural resources, such as the strategy of heritage management of Abu Dhabi and 
establishing the national administration of Abu Dhabi for culture and heritage, like Al Sa’idyat centre. Today 
Abu Dhabi is proud of its rich culture; includes poetry, novels, traditional beliefs, crafts, folk dancing, and 
traditional sports. 

Abu Dhabi is exerting great efforts to increase the awareness about the values of cultural resources, through 
a variety of events, activities, and cultural programs that is to be organised in many places in the Emirates every 
year. These programs usually focus on the culture, history and the values of heritage resources. 

 
Conclusion: 

 
The cultural tourism remains to be the non-repeated or competitive constituent. Usually the main motive to 

tourism is culture, through visiting the archaeological sites, historical monuments, museums, and exploring the 
traditional industries and local crafts, or any form of artistic aspects, as well as the attendance to many cultural 
activities such as exhibition and carnivals. 

The development of cultural tourism represents a national responsibility. It should not stop at the limits of 
the government institutes but requires a wide participation of the society in all activities by providing 
opportunities to strengthen and firming the cultural identity of the Emirates at the international tourism map 
through conferences, meetings, and tourism exhibitions. In addition, strengthen the mutual relationships with all 
countries, reassessment of the regulations and legislations of the current tourism systems, and revision of these 
systems to be suitable with the requirements of the modern age to help achieve these goals and programs 
associated with culture deployment and interactive with the movement of tourism. 

  
According to that, the researcher suggests the following: 
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1) Highlighting and enrich the cultural and national inheritance, and increasing the number of campaigns 
to identify this inheritance in the international level and using the internet to achieve this goal. 

2) Accomplish a set of studies about the negative reflections of group tourism to archaeological and 
historical sites 

3) Establishing a monitoring centre for the cultural tourism to activate the tourism role in economic and 
social development of the country as well as to preserve the civilized culture and its environment outcomes on 
the society. 
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