
4335 
Journal of Applied Sciences Research, 8(8): 4335-4342, 2012 
ISSN 1819-544X 
This is a refereed journal and all articles are professionally screened and reviewed 
 

ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
 

Corresponding Author: Latifah Abdul Majid, Department of Quran and Sunnah Studies, Faculty of Islmaic Studies, The 
National University of Malaysia, 43600 Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia. 
E-mail: umilm@yahoo.uk.co 

The Professional Women’s Perception Of Polygamy And ‘Aurat (Female Genitalia) In 
Malaysia 
 
Latifah Abdul Majid, Haziyah Hussin, Sabri Mohamad, Fadlan Mohd Othman, Mohd Arif 
Nazri & Muhd Najib Abdul Kadir 
 
Department of Quran and Sunnah Studies, Faculty of Islamic Studies, The National University of Malaysia, 
43600 Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
 Discussion on the status of women in society is not a new issue. In fact, this question continues to be a 
subject of discussion in Christianity, Hinduism as well as Islam. The position of women in Islam has been a 
controversial subject among the Muslim scholars and Western researchers, especially with the influence of the 
Western culture in Islam, particularly through the defense movements for women’s rights, such as the Women 
Liberation and Feminism. In Malaysia, the struggle on issues of Muslim women has found a place among the 
professional women’s organization known as Sisters in Islam by their ideas and opinions through writing, 
forums, websites and so on. Therefore, this study aims to assess the perceptions of the other professional women 
in this country, focussing on two issues of women which are the ‘aurat (female genitalia) and polygamy. The 
Klang Valley has been chosen as the location of the study together with lawyers, lecturers and teachers as the 
main samples of the study. The method used is a combination of two main research methods; library research 
and survey that involve the distribution of questionnaires and interviews. The results of these findings indicate 
that a number of respondents have a liberal mindset or an open mind on two issues of women presented in this 
study. This matter should be considered serious enough by the parties responsible for even more of it involves 
professionals like lectures and lawyers. Various approaches should be implemented in an effort to retrieve their 
thinking in line with actual requirements contained in the Quran and the Sunnah. 
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Introduction 
 
 Women fiqh issues are often raised in current discussions. Among the hot topics that always seem to get 
coverage and attention are issues of the rights and status of women in Islam. It is often sensationalized to a point 
that is favored by the enemy to attack Islam and a testament to the injustice of the Islamic treatment of women. 
Unfortunately, due to superficial and shallow knowledge possessed by Muslims especially the women 
themselves, many are deceived and also possess the same oblique view.  
 Among the fiqh issues of women that are often questioned are the division of inherited wealth, marriage, 
polygamy, divorce, women’s leadership in prayer, testimonies of women and the aurat (female genitalia). These 
issues of women are controversial issues that often get the attention, especially among certain individuals, 
particularly the supporters of the Liberal Islamic doctrine who exists almost in every country (Latifah et al 
2011), such as Fatima Mernissi, Nasr Abu Zayid, Muhammad Arkoun, Nurcholish Madjid and Harun Nasution. 
In Malaysia, the Sisters in Islam (SIS) organization is one that is often associated with the struggle of Muslim 
women’s rights.  They do this through the production of a variety of literature, such as publishing books, 
magazines, websites, organizing lectures and workshops including the writing in the newspapers. 
 Therefore, this study will assess the perceptions of professional women on the fiqh issues of women with 
focus on two issues which are the aurat (female genitalia) and polygamy.  The selection of the two is often 
highlighted by the Liberal Islamic faith in Malaysia such as the SIS who explore or debate on more of them than 
the other issues such as the testimony of women and divorce either by writing, book publishing, media 
statement, public talks, learning sessions and so on (Latifah et al 2011).   The evidence is seen in the many 
media statements of the SIS regarding the issue of the aurat (female genitalia) such as Courtesy and Moderation 
of Clothing in Islam (Sisters in Islam 1997), Trengganu Dress Code (Sisters in Islam 2000). In addition, based 
on the website of the Sisters in Islam (2007), a lot of the issues on the aurat too, were analysed through the 
learning sessions organized by them such as the Aurat & Islamic Dress Code by Nik Aziz Nik Hassan on 8 May 
2004, Headscarf by Nik Aziz Nik Hassan on 30 March 2006, Dress and Modesty in Islam I by Sisters in Islam 
on 21 April 2000, Dress and Modesty in Islam II by Sisters in Islam on 26 May 2000. On the issue of the aurat, 
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the SIS confidently expressed the view that the headscarf or veil is not an obligation for Muslim women. Thus, 
for the SIS clothes that look decent is sufficient for Muslim women.  
 While the issue of polygamy has been set aside in a book entitled Islam and Polygamy by Zaitun (2003) and 
was highlighted in the book of Muslim Women in Family and Community (t.th). Besides books, the issue of 
polygamy was also discussed in a public lecture by the SIS entitled Fiqh for Women: Headscarf or Veil, 
Polygamy, Equality & Violence against Women by the chaplain Husein Muhammad, Founder and Director of 
the RAHIMA Foundation, Jakarta, Indonesia on 9 October 2004 (Sisters in Islam 2007). The issue of polygamy 
was also focussed on during the learning sessions of the SIS in 2000 entitled Islam and Polygamy by Zaitun 
Kasim on 20 October 2000. Through the observations of the researchers, the polygamy issue is one issue that is 
very attractive to the SIS which accordingly led to the production of the specific research entitled The Effects of 
Polygamy on the Family Institute which was carried out in 2004.  This is because from the SIS point of view, 
the practice of polygamy allowed in Islam is not relevant as it is oppressive of women. Thus, various approaches 
have been implemented by the SIS in order to prove to the community the authenticity of their views on issues 
of polygamy.  
 Moreover, these issues have been chosen because they are closely related to women’s lives today as 
compared to other issues. For example, the closure of the aurat is often ignored by the women just because they 
are more concerned with the fashion trends from the West as regards their dressing than what is permitted in 
Islam. In addition, the practice of polygamy has a significant negative impact on a women’s life, such as neglect 
of maintenance, unjust treatment received from her husband and others. Therefore, this study will assess the 
perceptions of professional Muslim women on the issues of fiqh. Meanwhile, this study is one of the objectives 
specified in the dissertation of the researcher entitled Women’s Issues According to the Liberal Islamic 
Understanding and Implication Against the Thought of the Middle Class Society of  Muslim Women in the 
Klang Valley. 
 
Materials And Methods 
 
 The sample of this study is made up of professional women who consists of three main careers namely 
lawyers, lecturers and teachers. This is because, if it is not too extreme, it should be said that the scenario of the 
Liberal Islamic faith struggle that exists almost in every country has a relationship with professionals. For 
instance, Amina Wadud who is also a university lecturer has demanded that the laws found in the Quran, 
especially those related to women, be reorganized. Special emphasis has been given to women in general 
because they are the ones more closely related to the issues in focus as compared to men in this study. 
 A combination of qualitative and quantitative research survey was chosen as the design of the study with a 
total of 100 people for the questionnaires and 8 people for the interviews. Before the actual study was carried 
out, a pilot study was made on 20 middle-class Muslim women in the Klang Valley for reasons of refining the 
research tools. This pilot study aims to obtain some feedback from those who answer the questions so as to 
refine each item and to see the period required to answer the items set forth in the questionnaire. After that, the 
pilot study findings were used to test the validity of the questionnaire by using Cronbach’s Alpha Analysis.  
 The results obtained by Kerlinger as described by Ahmad Sunawari (2009) shows the alpha reliability index 
for measuring is high. The alpha value obtained for the Aurat Issue item is 0.97. While the alpha value for the 
Polygamy Issue item is 0.94. Kaplan and Saccuzzo (Ahmad Sunawari 2009) state that a measuring instrument 
with a good reliability index is around 0.70 to 0.80. Based on this statement, the reliability index for the 
measurement instrument of this study is good.  The explanation of the alpha values for each tested item is in the 
form of a table as follows: 
 
Table 1.1:  Coefficient of Reliability for the Survey of Scales. 

Scale Item Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient 
Aurat Issue  8 0.97 
Polygamy Issue 8 0.94 

Source: Questionnaire 2011. 

 
Results And Discussions 
 
Respondent’s Profile: 
 
 Some demographic aspects of the respondents were identified in this study such as age, position, 
employment sector, education level and field of education. The age of the respondents were classified according 
to four categories which were determined based on the study that was done by Abdul Rahman (2002). The four 
age categories in question are   30 years and below, 31-40 years, 41-50 years and henceforth 50 years and above. 
The results of this study showed that 31 of the respondents were aged 30 and below, 40 respondents were aged 
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between 31- 40 years, 27 respondents were aged between 41-50 years and only 2 respondents were aged 50 
years and above. This is as set out in the table below: 
 
Table 1.2:  Respondent’s Age. 

Age Frequency Percentage 
30 below 31 31% 
31-40 40 40% 
41-50 27 27% 
50 above 2 2% 
TOTAL 100 people 100% 

Source: Questionnaire 2011. 

 
 Based on the above table, most of respondents in this study were of the ages between 31-40 years. The 
same was found in the study of Abdul Rahman (2002). Indirectly, it can be concluded that the average age of 
most middle-class women in the Klang Valley is between 31-40 years. While the marriage status of the 
respondents showed that 80% of a total of 100 respondents were married, 18% were still single and only 2% 
were divorced.  
 
Table 1.3: Respondent’s Marriage Status. 

Age Frequency Percentage 
30 below 31 31% 
31-40 40 40% 
41-50 27 27% 
50 above 2 2% 
TOTAL 100 people 100% 

Source: Questionnaire 2011. 
 
 In addition to the types of work, respondents in this study were selected based on their educational level 
where the focus was only on those at the degree level and above. As a result, 73 respondents were Bachelor’s 
Degree holders, 24 with a Master’s Degree including 3 Doctorates. This clearly shows that there has been an 
increase in today’s educational level among middle-class Muslim women respondents in the Klang Valley.  
 
Table 1.4:  Respondent’s Educational Level. 

Educational Level  Frequency Percentage  
Bachelor’s Degree 73  73% 
Master’s Degree 24 24% 
Doctorate 3 3% 

TOTAL 100 people 100% 
Source: Questionnaire 2011. 
 
 While the specialization of respondents in this study show that a total of 27 of them graduated from the 
Islamic Studies field, 2 from the Economics field, 16 from the legal field and the next highest number of 
respondents who dominate this study is among a secondary class of Muslim women whose areas of 
specialization are other than the areas stated with a total of 55 people. Among the areas of study stated are the 
Malay Language (Bahasa Melayu), Mathematics, Science including the English Language and the respondents 
were mainly teachers. 
 
Table 1.5:  Respondent’s Specialization Field. 

Specialization Field Frequency  Percentage  
Islamic Studies 27 27% 
Law 16 16% 
Economics 2 2% 
Others 55 55% 
TOTAL 100 people 100% 

Source: Questionnaire 2011. 
 
 Next, the background description of the respondents will proceed with a description of the country or the 
respondent’s institution of education. The results of the study showed that almost all the respondents received 
their education in Malaysia with a total of 90 of them, 5 from the Middle East, 4 from the West and 1 received 
her education from a country other than those that have been mentioned. 
  The method used to measure the respondent’s perception is to bring the claims about the issues being 
studied from the Liberal Islamic faith to see whether they agreed or not. If the answer, agree is submitted, then it 
marks the liberal perception and the support for the notion. However, if the answers given do not agree, they 
reflect the opinion of the respondent which is still in line with the requirements of Islam. As for the uncertain 
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answer, it appears that the respondents were unaware about the allegations put forward that could invite 
assumptions like they lack religious knowledge authority and so on.   
 
Table 1.6: Respondent’s Institute of Education. 

Institute of Education Frequency  Percentage  
Malaysia 90 90% 
Middle East 5 5% 
West 4 4% 
Others 1 1% 
TOTAL 100 people 100% 

 Source: Questionnaire 2011. 

 
 In describing the findings of the items that identify the respondents’ perceptions on the fiqh issues of 
women, the mean score for each item will be assessed to see the level of each item. The following is the scale 
for the mean score used in this study: 
 
Table 1.7: Mean Score Interpretation (5 Likert Scale). 

Mean Score Interpretation 
1.00 to 2.33 Low/Negative 
2.34 to 3.66 Medium/Average 
3.67 to 5.00 High/Positive 

 
The Aurat  Issues: 
 
 In assessing the respondents’ perception on the issues of the aurat, 8 items were presented with the 
following mean score: 
 
Table 1. 8: Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation of aurat issues. 

No  Aurat Issues                  FREQUENCY AND  PERCENTAGE____ 
Disagree   Disagree   Not Sure   Agree  Agree    
Strongly                                                    Strongly     
   (DS)           (D)            (NS)         (A)      (AS) 

MEAN Level 

1.1 Hair is not a shame (aurat) that 
must be closed for Muslim 
women. 

     88              3                 2              6           1  
 (88.0%)       (3.0%)         (2.0%)       (6.0%)    (1.0%) 
                  

4.71 High 

1.2 Wearing the veil    (headscarf) is 
not obligatory for Muslim women. 

     88              3                 3              5           1   
 (88.0%)       (3.0%)         (3.0%)       (5.0%)   (1.0%) 

4.72 High 

1.3 The veil (headscarf) is only an 
ancient custom of women since 
before Islam, not the laws of 
Allah (SWT). 

     89              3                 3              5           0 
 (89.0%)       (3.0%)         (3.0%)       (5.0%)   (0.0%) 

4.76 High 

1.4 The veil (headscarf) is an obstacle 
to the progress of a country.  

     90              4                2               4            0   
 (90.0%)      (4.0%)         (2.0%)       (4.0%)     (0.0%) 

4.80 High 

1.5 Decent clothes like wearing the 
baju kurung are sufficient for a 
Muslim woman without a veil 
(headscarf). 

     87             5                 1               6            1     
 (87.0%)     (5.0%)          (1.0%)       (6.0%)    (1.0%) 

4.71  High 

1.6 The clothes that just close the 
genital are sufficient for Muslim 
women. 

     89             5                 4               2            0 
 (89.0%)     (5.0%)          (4.0%)       (2.0%)     (0.0%) 

 4.81           High 

1.7 The obligation to cover the aurat 
seems to be an Islamic law that 
violates human rights. 

     87             7                 3               3            0 
 (87.0%)     (7.0%)          (3.0%)       (3.0%)     (0.0%) 

  4.78            High 

1.8 Islam should give Muslim women 
the right to determine the way to 
dress themselves whether it closes 
the aurat or not. 
OVERALL 

     83             9                 3               5            0 
 (83.0%)     (9.0%)          (3.0%)        (5.0%)    (0.0%) 

   4.70                High 
 
     
 

   4.74               High 
Source: Questionnaire 2011 

  
 Based on the above table, it can be seen that the mean score for all items are at the highest level with a 
value of 4.74. Thus, this shows that the perception or stand of most of the respondents on the issue of the aurat 
still follows the requirements or mold of Islam. Nevertheless, there is no denying that there is a small number of 
respondents who have indicated their stand in favour of the liberal, especially on items 1.1 and 1.5 with each 
representing a total of 7 respondents who stand to agree with the claim stated which amounts to a total mean of 
4.71.  In addition, a mean of 4.70 for item 1.8 also shows the lowest mean number for the issues of the aurat and 
this has been agreed to by a total of 5 respondents.    
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 The respondents’ consent of items 1.1 and 1.5 indeed reflects their liberal way of thinking because the hair 
is considered the aurat that must be covered by a Muslim woman and the wearing of decent clothings, such as 
the baju kurung is actually not sufficient for a Muslim woman without a veil.  As the consent of the respondents 
for item 1.8 also indicates their liberal thinking because Islam is not a religion that gives the female Muslims the 
option, whether to cover or not, but it has fixed it incumbent upon them to cover.  Therefore, it can be concluded 
that the claims of the Liberal Islamic doctrine on the issue of the aurat is contrary to the Qur’an and the Sunnah 
has received the approval and support of a number of professional female respondents in this study.       
 
The Polygamy Issue: 
 
 Beyond the issue of the aurat which is being increasingly accepted among the Muslim women, the issue of 
polygamy too seems to be a women’s issue that is often being discussed in magazines and some television 
programs. This issue is also not spared from being discussed and debated by a group of individuals who fight for 
the women’s liberation movement which too, is one of the characteristics commonly associated with either the 
Liberal Islam movement in Western countries, the Middle East and in Malaysia.   
 The findings of the questionnaire on the issue of polygamy can be understood briefly by referring to the 
table below:   
 
Table 1.9:  Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation of the polygamy issue. 

No  Polygamy Issue       FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE_____ 
Disagree   Disagree   Not Sure  Agree  Agree    
Strongly                                                   Strongly     
   (DS)           (D)            (NS)         (A)      (AS) 

MEAN Level 

1.1 Islam is a religion that oppresses 
women by allowing polygamy to men. 

     70              21               4             5           0 
 (70.0%)       (21.0%)       (4.0%)     (5.0%)    (0.0%) 

4.56 High 

1.2 Polygamy has an element of contempt 
for women and the voracity of desire 
for men.   

    69               21              5             5            0 
(69.0%)       (21.0%)       (5.0%)     (5.0%)     (0.0%) 

  4.54      High 
 

 
1.3 Polygamy seems to be a crime against 

women.  
    65               25              6             4            0 
(65.0%)       (25.0%)       (6.0%)     (4.0%)     (0.0%) 

    4.51 High 

1.4 The practice of polygamy was only 
suitable at the time of the Prophet 
(SAW) and not relevant to practice in 
the present. 

    63               20              9            8             0 
(63.0%)       (20.0%)       (9.0%)     (8.0%)     (0.0%) 

  4.38 High 

1.5 The principle of marriage in Islam is 
monogamy not polygamy. 

    58              17              19          15            1 
(58.0%)      (17.0%)       (19.0%)   (15.0%)    (1.0%) 

 4.26       High 
 
 

1.6 The women too, can have the right to 
polygamy.  

    86              6                 5            2             1 
(86.0%)      (6.0%)          (5.0%)    (2.0%)      (1.0%) 

 4.74 High 
 

1.7 Surah al-Nisa’ verse 129, Allah 
(SWT) also said that a man is not 
likely to do justice in polygamy. With 
these arguments, thus polygamy in 
fact cannot occur.   

    53             23              18           5              0 
(53.0%)     (23.0%)       (18.0%)    (5.0%)      (0.0%) 

    4.25       High 
 
 

1.8 Women too, are entitled to divorce 
(talak) their husbands. 

OVERALL 

    71            15               4             9              1 
(71.0%)     (15.0%)       (4.0%)     (9.0%)       (1.0%) 

 4.46 
 

 4.48 

 High 
 
 High 

 Source: Questionnaire 2011. 

 
 The table above shows a high mean value for all the items surveyed, that is 4.48 and indirectly the findings 
indicate that most of the professional women respondents were against or rejected the claims of the Liberal 
Islamic faith in relation to issues of polygamy.  But it cannot be denied that a small number of respondents 
agreed with the claims put forward by the Liberal Islamic doctrine on the issue of polygamy, especially in items 
1.4, 1.5 and 1.7 with a mean value lower than the overall average of the items available. 
 For item 1.4 which claimed that polygamy was only suitable at the time of the Prophet (SAW) and not 
relevant to current practice today, was agreed upon by 8 of the respondents.  In item 1.5, 16 respondents 
supported the claim that the principle of marriage in Islam is monogamy and not polygamy.  Next, the claim in 
item 1.7 of Surah al-Nisa verse 129 is the argument that polygamy is actually not possible, was agreed by a total 
of 5 respondents. There were also some respondents whose answers were given as ‘not sure’.  This should not 
have happened because as Muslims, the respondents should have been clear with every law that was determined 
by Islam much less the laws related to their own. 
 Based on this explanation, it appears that a fraction of respondents rejected the practice of polygamy which 
is permitted by Islam.  This indicates the existence of common opinions or thoughts of respondents with the 
ideology brought by the Liberal Islamic faith.  Thus, these findings indicate that the polygamy issue highlighted 
by the Liberal Islamic faith has found a place among the respondents surveyed.  It should be stressed here that 
the answer ‘agree’ given to each item of the polygamy issue is not appropriate because it is a privilege permitted 



4340 
J. Appl. Sci. Res., 8(8): 4335-4342, 2012 
 

 

by Allah (SWT) to man with its own wisdom.  In addition, the Muslim community ought to understand that man 
himself, owing to his ignorance of the knowledge of Allah (SWT), makes polygamy as oppressive or unjust to 
women.      
 
Factors That Influence Perception: 
 
 Among the factors that can be associated with influencing the thinking of respondents are as follows: 
 
Lack of  Education and Understanding of Islam:  
 
 It is very important for mankind to apply religious education since his childhood. Religious education is the 
process of educating and training the mind, body, spirit and emotions of man based on resources of the 
revelation, the Quran and the Sunnah, to produce righteous people who could bear the responsibility of a caliph 
entrusted by Allah (SWT) to mankind so that he could take care of this world for his happiness in life and the 
hereafter.  And when the mind, body, spirit and emotions are controlled by religion, then one will not be 
deflected towards the things that can pervert one’s faith (akidah) and sharia. 
 The same is also stated by Amran (2001) that the main source that causes a person to engage in immoral 
activities is because there is no religious upbringing.  When things like that happen, one will not fear the 
punishment of Allah (SWT) and that which can obstruct or block one from doing evil is faith (iman) that allows 
one to fear Allah (SWT).  With faith, one will always be controlled by Allah (SWT) which in turn causes all of 
one’s actions to have a limitation that cannot be bypassed.  Indirectly, this description gives an overview of the 
situation faced by the fighters of the Liberal Islamic thought who assess a law based on reasoning alone, without 
being restricted by the boundaries or guidelines of Islam. 
 Therefore, this study concludes that the ambiguity of the respondents about the teachings of Islam, 
especially in relation to women which causes the respondents to have the tendency to support the allegations 
levelled by supporters of the Liberal Islamic faith as regards the issues of women. These allegations too, are 
strengthened by the statement of Baterah & Che Zarrina (2006:66) which stated that imperfect religious 
upbringing contributed to the misunderstanding of Islam as a complete way of life in which Muslim women 
themselves have begun to criticize aspects of polygamy, the veil, the right of a witness, and others.  
 
Educational Background: 
 
 Education as clarified by Mardzelah (2006:16) plays an important role in building knowledge in the 
thinking process. According to Zulkifley & Rahim (t.th) thinking can be termed by various words such as 
common sense, mind and memory. All these terms refer to the method of processing and interpretating 
information which will then influence the perceptions and attitudes, and so will influence the behavior of a 
person.  In addition, Asmah Bee (1999) explained that the counselors use the cognitive approach by focusing on 
human thinking.  She added that cognitive theorists also believed that thoughts and feelings influence human 
behavior. If individuals change the way of thinking, feelings and behavior will also experience changes through 
behavior modification.    
 Therefore, it can be concluded that the individual mindset affects the individual’s perception of which will 
be communicated through their attitudes or behavior. This statement is reinforced by the findings of the 
researches during the distribution process of the questionnaires in which the respondents agreed with the aurat 
issue, are among individuals who dressed without covering their aurat.  Although it is too early to judge that the 
way these respondents dressed was the impact of the ideological understanding of Islam brought by the Liberals, 
but based on the questionnaire answers given by the respondents concerned it can be concluded that the thought 
features highlighted by them has led to the direction of openness or freedom.   
 In addition, through an assessment of the questionnaire it was found that the 4 respondents who had 
supported the claims of the Liberal Islamic faith concerning with women’s issues focused in this study were 
those who had received their education in the West.  For example, in relation to the issues of the aurat, these 4 
agreed with the claim that “Decent clothes like wearing the baju kurung are sufficient for a Muslim woman 
without a veil (headscarf)”.  Similarly, on the issue of polygamy in which 2 of them agreed that women also 
have the right to polygamy.  This indicates that the individual’s educational background may also influence the 
way they think of something and is expressed through their perception or opinion. 
 Nevertheless, the study also shows that the educational background is not the primary factor that caused the 
respondents to think in a liberal manner concerning the women’s issues.  This is because the results of the study 
also showed that there were respondents who had never received their education in the West, but were inclined 
to the liberal way of thinking. The findings of this study are also strengthened by a statement issued by 
Norhayati Kaprawi, the SIS program manageress through an interview conducted by the al-Islam magazine.  In 
the interview, she stressed that most of the members and staff of the SIS were educated locally in universities 
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like the UIA and the UiTM and they qualified in the field of Shariah (Norimah 2009).  This clearly shows that 
being educated in the West is only a contributing factor, but it is not a major factor leading to the influence of 
the Liberal Islamic doctrine.  
 
Additional Factors: 
 
The Concept of the Liberal Islamic Notion: 
 
 In addition, this case is due to the openness and flexibility, organized by the ideas of the Liberal Islam itself.  
Both of these concepts caused the implementation of the teachings of Islam to be much easier and this led to the 
development of the Islamic women’s emancipation movement.  For example, in the case of covering the aurat, 
the concept of modesty organized by the Liberal Islamic doctrine seem to facilitate the Muslim females 
(Muslimah) in determining the way they are dressed is in line with the current fashion even though it does not 
meet the actual concept of covering the aurat as instructed in Islam.  This is because for the Liberal Islamic faith 
the importance lies in the clothes that look decent.  Therefore, for people who are actually inclined to not 
dressing the way the aurat should be covered, will make the Liberal Islamic faith as a convenient alternative for 
them to meet their needs.    
 Not only is the issue of the aurat, but the other issues such as polygamy, the division of inheritance and 
women’s leadership would also provide many benefits and privileges to women if viewed from the perspective 
of the Liberal Islamic thought.  This privilege is only for women who are always looking for satisfaction until 
they feel that Islam is unjust. As for women who are grateful and obedient to the commandments of Allah 
(SWT), they will implement the laws that have been set with sincerity, without doubting it.  Although, the 
Liberal Islamic faith champions the women’s rights, yet it seems to be unfair and biased to man.  Hence, it 
should be noted that Allah (SWT) knows what is best for His servants and as a servant of destitute, we are not 
entitled to question Him.     
 In addition, the influence of the women’s rights liberation movement was caused because a person is very 
confident of the truth of thinking brought about by the movement. Therefore, these individuals will not doubt to 
believe the faith brought about by the Liberal Islamic movement because they are always ready with the 
arguments from the Qur’an and the Sunnah to convince the community. These arguments are solely used to 
obscure the public eye so that their thinking would be readily accepted.  However, if the arguments are studied 
and examined it would show that they are contrary to the will of Islam.  Thus, the people out there, more so 
those who lack religious knowledge and do not master the interpretation knowledge of the Qur’an will be easily 
influenced.  As for the supporters of  the Liberal Islamic faith, they are actually neither qualified nor entitled to 
interpret the verses of Allah (SWT) because religious scholars (alim ulama’) have explained the requirements to 
become a mufassir whereby the supporters of the Liberal Islamic faith do not meet the requirements and are far 
from the conditions.      
 
Conclusion: 
 
 This study presents the results of a study on the perception of the middle-class Muslim women in the Klang 
Valley on issues of the aurat and polygamy. The results described include descriptive findings obtained from 
the questionnaires through evaluation of the SPSS software. The findings show that there are a number of 
respondents who have supported the claims of the Liberal Islamic doctrine to issues of fiqh pertaining to 
women.  This indicates that these issues must have found a place among some respondents and this requires the 
examination by the respective parties.  In addition, this study has presented a number of factors that may 
influence the perception or thought of respondents who support the struggle of these women’s issues such as 
lack of understanding of Islam, educational background including being influenced by the concept of  the 
Liberal Islam itself. 
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