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ABSTRACT 
 
 The religious people have a certain frame of their mind which based on the claims and teachings of their 
religions. But today, the globalized world seems as the challenge for the religions because of the existence  of 
the new ideologies which considered more practical and flexible for the people of the universe. Liberalism is 
one of the ideology that challenge the truth of Islamic teaching. In order to overcome of this ideology, the 
Department of Islamic Affairs in Selangor has done some discourses which discussing on this ideology. 
Therefore, this article will analyze the compilation of the papers which discussing on the features of the 
Muslims liberalism, the focusing themes of this group, and lastly the impacts of liberalism in the contexts of 
Malaysia. The method conducted in this article is analyzing the texts and the writings the papers on Muslims 
liberalism in Malaysia especially Selangor. Lastly, the outcome of the article, we can see that the spreading of 
the liberalism ideology among Muslims people in Malaysia is still in the beginning and it can be controlled by 
the authority smoothly. 
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Introduction 
 
 The word ‘Islamic Liberalism’ is actually from the West and it was the first time used by some Western 
scholars like ‘Leonard Binder’ in his book ‘Islamic Liberalism: Critique of development ideologies’ and 
‘Charles Kurzman’ in his book ‘Liberal Islam-A Sourcebook’. The main focus that emphasizes in both of the 
books is Islam is many and Islamic Liberalism is one of it (Ugi Suharto 2007: 3). The argument of both scholars 
on Islam shows that Islam is many definitely not true. This is because Islam is only the one religion and ‘many’ 
which saying by them is not Islam itself but it is the sects in Islam such as Maliki, Shafie’, Hanafi and Hanbali 
(Ugi Suharto 2003: 4). 
 There is also some scholars saying that the Islamic Liberalism’s ideology is coming from the group of 
Muslims in understanding the teaching of Islam itself. Ma’ruf Amin says that there are three groups of Muslims 
which understand the teaching of Islam in different ways. They are religious radicalism, religious texts and 
religious liberalism (2010: 1). According to Ma’ruf (2010: 1), the group of religious radicalism is most likely 
extreme in understanding Islam. For instance, they believe that they can do the violence in the name of Islam 
(Ma’ruf Amin 2010: 1). Meanwhile, the group of religious texts understands the Islamic teaching is most likely 
exclusive, rigid and old-fashioned style. They reject directly the people which have different opinion with them, 
even it may occur the conflict between Muslim people itself (Ma’ruf Amin 2010: 1). We can see at a glance 
which both of the Muslims group bring Islam in a wrong way, even Islam is a religion of backwardness. In 
addition, some of other religion followers see Islam restricts the freedom of the follower and majority of 
Muslims people is the terrorist and they are very extreme in doing something. Based of the above misconception 
done by the people of other faith towards Islam, some other Muslims group come to clean up it and try to bring 
the new message of Islam. Here, the third group of Muslims is religious liberalism which also understand 
Islamic teaching in their own way. This group actually tries to promote Islam in a rational way and up-to-date in 
order to make the teaching of Islam with the modern times. Unfortunately, the way that they try to clean the 
name of Islam is wrong and against with Islamic teaching (Nur Farhana et al 2010: 1). This is because they take 
for granted to interpret the texts of the Quran dan Hadith without referring to the authority which agreeable by 
majority of Muslims of the world (Ma’ruf Amin 2010: 1). In fact, the way that the liberalists bring Islam is more 
worse than the radicalism and the textualist. This is because the liberalists’ ideology can bring to the other 
ideologies such a secularism, pluralism, and hermeneutist. Besides that, if we can see, the people who promotes 
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the ideology of liberalism is more well-known in the world today rather than the other two groups. The people 
like Ulil Abshar Abdalla, Nurcholish Madjid, Prof. Dawam Rahardjo, Syafi’i Anwar and Zuhairi Misrawi are 
among the promoters of liberalism in Indonesia and some of them are educated people (Budi Handrianto 2007: 
1). Last but not least, the writer believes that the term Islamic liberalism does not exist in Islamic worldview but 
the way that Muslims in Islam bring Islam in the reality can be considered too liberal until it against the real of 
the Islamic teaching. So, in order to explore details on the characteristics of the group of Muslims liberal and the 
focusing themes that they promotes and the impacts for the Muslims generation in Malaysia, we shall go to the 
other subtopic.  
 
The Characteristics of Muslim Liberal: 
 
 In the context of Malaysia, the writer believes that the Muslims liberal’s group has their own characteristic 
and personality. What is interesting in the discussion among some Muslims scholar through the papers 
presentation organized by the Department of Islamic Affairs in Selangor, they bring us some characteristics of 
Muslims liberal in Malaysia. Ma’ruf Amin, in his paper saying that the group of Muslims liberal emphasizes on 
public interest in understanding the Quranic and Hadith’s texts (2010: 5). From the sentence before, it means 
that if there is some text in the Quran or Hadith which is not suitable for the public interest, hence the text 
should be ignored and the important thing to achieve is the public interest. The way that they interpret the 
teaching of Islam is most likely value-free as said by Uthman El-Muhammady (2010: 12). This is because, they 
see the most important thing is to make the people life’s perfect without any limitation, even it is directly against 
in Islam. 
 In addition, they blindly interpret the text, they even ignore the methods that introduced by the Muslims 
scholar before. No wonder they are only use their reason or ‘aql to interpret the text and only accept the text 
which is matching with their own stand (Ma’ruf Amin 2010: 6). Their inclusive attitude can be seen also 
through the way they accept the people of other religion and faith live with them. In other words, they believe 
the marriage with the other people of different religion without embracing Islam is does not matter. They 
believe that the mingling in the different religion does make any conflict for any religions in the world (2010: 
7).  
 Besides that, the Muslim liberal’s group also propogates their ideology by using the separation between the 
religion and political matters. They also struggle for the sake of equality towards all  the religious followers 
without exemption. They even fight for the right of women’s equality with the men and the absolute freedom in 
expressing the opinion (M.Mokhtar 2010: 47-48). Bharuddin (2009: 179) in his paper also agrees that one of the 
characters of Muslim liberal is they make separation between the religion and political matters. In addition, he 
says that this group also believes in truth relativism and religious freedom, they support the minority and 
suppressed people, and they even believe the literal meaning of the text or nash (2009: 179 ; Yusof 2009: 251-
252).  
 Based on the above discussion on the criteria and the characteristics of the Muslim liberal group especially 
in Malaysia, we can sum up that majority of them are extremely liberal in evaluating and understanding the texts 
of al-Quran and hadith. Their acting is only in the way that they their own selves understand on certain issue. 
Therefore, the next discussion is analyzing on the themes and the issues that they promote and fight it. 
 
The Themes of Muslim Liberal’s Fighting: 
 
 Generally, the writer see the issues that raise by the Muslim liberal group is quite same. There are the issue 
of hudud and jihad, the issue of femininity, and the issue of defiant sunnah. Firstly, in terms of women issue, 
they come with the issue of ‘aurat’. They declare that ‘aurat’ in Islamic point of view is only referred to the 
value of politeness and custom of certain place. For them, the Quranic verse (An-Nur 24: 30-31) emphasizes on 
the important of taqwa rather than the issue of covering the body for a women. This is because they argue that 
taqwa cannot be enforced and it can smoothly be inside the people. The proof itself, we can see from the verse 
that Quran says ‘no compulsion in religion’. So, it is same with the issue of the covering the body, they argue 
that the women’s breast excludes with the apparent body as said in the Quran (M. Mokhtar 2010: 48-49). 
 The theme of women that raises among the Muslim liberal group in Malaysia is quite similar with one of 
the Muslim liberal in Egypt Qasim Amin  who is also fighting on the issue of women which is hijab. This group 
argue that Muslim women should be free from any bonding of the old culture and they have to be up-to-date 
parallel with the women in the West (Ahmad Zaki 2009: 43). In addition, they argue that the hijab’s culture 
practiced by Muslim women is actually the symbol of the declined people. Therefore, leaving the hijab is the 
key to reach for the development in the West (2009: 45). The way that they expresse their belief is actually 
glorifying the West, even in the other way, she believes that the achievement in science and technology in the 
West is basically successful. That is why, in term of women aspect, they believe it is the problem of academic 
style and the education done by the West should be accepted. For example, in the religious teaching such as 
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covering the body, hijab, divorce and polygamy, all the things have to analyze critically in parallel also with the 
worldview of the West (2009: 44). 
 In the same theme, there are also some other Muslim liberal groups which fights for the equality women 
and men. They argue that the concept which the women are created by the rib of men is absolutely wrong. 
Otherwise, both women and men are the same and women can be the messenger like men (M. Mokhtar 
2010:49). In terms of the education and career life such a singe and musician, the women can choose the job 
market without any limitation (Ahmad Zaki 2009: 45). 
 To some extent, the writer believes that the women’s theme that raising by them has influenced the 
suppressed women among the society. This is because, one of the mission of the Muslim liberal group is to 
protect the women. Unfortunately, their concerned towards the issue of women does not accurate as they 
assume. In Islam, the command in practicing the hijab for the Muslim women is actually to protect the women. 
For instance, the hijab women is naturally protected from bad things. Even, the hijab women is absolutely 
different with the uncovered women such as they look more polite than the other one and they are safe from 
being attractive.   
 The next theme is about the defiant of Sunnah. According to Ishak in his paper (2009: 112-113), there are 
three groups which reject the Sunnah, firstly they reject all the Sunnah of prophet Muhammad SAW. Secondly, 
they reject the Sunnah that do not quoted in the Quran whether directly or indirectly quotation and the Sunnah 
which is against with the reason of people. The third group is the people who only accept the mutawatir hadith 
and reject the hadith ahad  although it is considered as sahih (Ishak 2009: 112-113). The arguments that raise by 
them as following (Ishak 2009: 117-118) 
1. The al-Quran is in Arabic language and only the people who good in Arabic can understanding the al-

Quran. Therefore, the explanation including the message from the prophet SAW other than al-Quran no 
need any more because al-Quran was sent in clear language.  

2. The conflict between Muslim people happened is because they believe and practice in different hadis.  
3. Hadis is just like fairytale that appeared in the time of tabi’in and tabi’ tabi’in. 
4. There is no hadith that noted in the time of the prophet Muhammad SAW. Hence, no wonder there is also 

lying in the time the hadis were be recorded. 
5. The criticism on the issue of sanad that appeared after the dead of the prophet SAW. 
 The above arguments are quite similar with the arguments that they use in the syariah aspect which is about 
the methodology of al-Quran and Hadis that used nowadays. They even try to make the exegesis in their own 
way which is too far from the methodology that introduced by sunni people. For example, they declare that the 
hereafter does not exist anymore, it is only the psychology’s word that used in order to remind the people in the 
world (M. Mokhtar 2010: 55). 
 In the context of  Malaysia, the Muslim liberal’s group is especially the defiant of Sunnah is quite spread. 
Mostly, they publish the book and do writing in order to spread their ideology. These are the following their 
books and writing (Ishak 2009: 125) 
1. (Hadis, the Evaluation) Hadis Satu Penilaian Semula, by Kasim Ahmad. 
2. (Hadis- The Answer for the Criticism) Hadis Jawapan Kepada Pengkritik, by Kasim Ahmad. 
3. (The Truth from Your God- Hadis in the al-Quran) Pendedahan Kebenaran Adalah dari Tuhanmu- Hadis di 

dalam Al-Quran,by Idris Abdul Rahman. 
4. (Read It) Bacaan,by Othman Ali. 
5. The Computer Speaks-God’s Message to the World, by Rashad Khalifah. 
6. The Risalah Iqra’, translated by Jemaah al-Quran Malaysia 
 Based on the above discussion has shown that the main theme is rejecting the hadith. Logically, the 
arguments given can be accepted. But, the people who know the history of Islam especially the history of the 
time of the Prophet Muhammad SAW, the Companions RA, The Tabi’ie and The Tabi’i Tabi’in, absolutely they 
reject dan refute the arguments done by the Muslim liberal’s group. Their treat in influencing the Muslim people 
in Malaysia can be traced by the authority, even the Mufti of Wilayah Persekutuan ‘Tan Sri Dato’ Abdul Kadir 
Talib’ decided to ban the spreading of those books (Ishak 2009: 125). 
 Other than that, the theme that the liberal group fighting is about the human right especially in the context 
the right of Muslim and non-Muslim in Islam. They declare that the non-Muslims who live under the Islamic 
government are suppressed and discriminated by the government (Mohamad Zaidi et al 2009: 209). In the 
context of the right of Muslims and Non-Muslims, they even blame that the Islamic history is the cause of the 
existence of the rules which are not suitable for today development. The rules towards non-Muslims such as 
jizyah, the ethics of dressing, and the limitation to be in the position are actually to reduce their right for the 
nationality (Mohamad Zaid et al 2009:231-214). Under the issue of marriage with people of other religion, this 
group believes that the marriage opens the place for the different religion to know each other, indirectly the 
purpose of marriage which is mawaddah and rahmah will be achieved. Soon, the marriage in different religion 
can build the mutual understanding society and they are united one another (Syamsuddin 2010: 12). 
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 Last but not least, we can see the themes and the issues that raise by some of the Muslim liberal group in 
Malaysia whereas they try to take the attention of the minority people in the society. In the other side, Islam 
actually concerns and protects the minority people in the society. For example, in the context of jizyah which 
only compulsory for the men who are not handicapped, and it is not for the women, the children, the 
handicapped people and the pastor. The jizyah is only be paid one per year and it is also exempted for the non-
Muslims who are with Muslims army defending the kingdom (Mohamad Zaidi et al 2009: 219).  
 
The Challenge and the Impact of Islam Liberal towards the Muslims people in Malaysia: 
 
 The emergence of the Muslim liberal group slightly influences the Muslim people in Malaysia. The 
challenges and the impacts can be seen in two aspects which are from the government’s challenge and Muslim 
society in Malaysia. 
 Somehow we can observe here is the government as the place to them in promoting their wishes such as 
they want some kind of rules and laws which protecting the minority and the ‘discriminated’ society. For 
example, the Sister in Islam group in Malaysia gives the statement through the memorandum regarding on the 
case of polygamy. According to them, the polygamy practicing is only done by the previous people and this 
concept should be deleted nowadays (M. Mokhtar 2010: 50). 
 The other agencies like religious department, religious council and fatwa institution are also the places that 
they condemn and protest. They see the fatwas that done by those religious agencies actually should be debated 
to the public critically before those thing can be the laws. They even see that the criminal laws is no basis in 
Islam. The proof of it, we can see by their saying 
 ‘The Syariah Criminal Offences Laws make it an offence for a Muslim dispute a fatwa or even to give an 
opinion contrary to any fatwa. This has no basis in Islam’ (M. Mokhtar 2010: 50). 
 Definitly, the way they act is very challenge the government and  the religious institutions in Malaysia. The 
feeling of respect and salute the authority are not in their concerned. Another challenge facing by the 
government regarding on the fatwas whereas the Muslim liberal group critics that there is no basis in the Quran 
and Hadis on the fatwas done by the government, the fatwas even do not make the Quran and Hadis as the main 
reference (M. Mokhtar 2009: 51) 
 Their criticisms on the above issues can be proven from their statement in the Memorandum on the Syariah 
Criminal Offences Act and Fundamental Liberties saying that 
 ‘..in making it a crime to question, dispute or give an opinion contrary to ant fatwa in force, the legistative 
bodies have transformed the Mufti and the state religious authorities into infallible being, in effect, equating 
their opinion to the word of God’ (2010: 51). 
 They even say 
 ‘Those (muftis) not democratically elected, sitting in a closed body, and who do not believe that others have 
a right to discuss, debate and question matter of religion, cannot be allowed to make law by decree that affect 
our fundamental liberties’(2010: 51). 
 Although this group is banned by the government especially in their writing, it is still active and they still 
fight for their stand in certain themes that we  discussed before. As if they bring the truth for the world. In this 
case, their attitude is more to make the reason is prior then the revelation, even the role of revelation is not there 
if the revelation is not matching with the public interest.  
 Logically, if the Muslim society listen on their arguments, it may be accepted by them. It is the challenge 
facing by the society especially the layman people. Therefore, the society should be educated in the way they 
know the real of the teaching of Islam. In addition, the government should expose for the society on the themes 
and the characters of the liberal group in Malaysia so that the society can be alert on it.  The writer believes that 
this situation is under the control and the liberal ideology can be reduced step by step.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
 As a conclusion, the writer believes this kind of ideology can be reduced smoothly if the authority plays 
their role in overcoming the problem. For the Malay society, they have also their own role on this issue which is 
they should have the co-operation with the government in overcoming it. 
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