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ABSTRACT 
 
 Entrepreneurship education is an important factor for sustainable economic growth by the creation of a 
critical mass of trained, skilled and knowledgeable workers in Malaysia, in particular the east coast economic 
regions (ECER). We examine the entrepreneurship training and development programs in East Cost Economic 
Regions (ECER), Malaysia from the flow of existing literature. In general, this assessment review study has 
revealed that the entrepreneurship training programs have a significant role in developing and encourage 
students to become a self dependent entrepreneur and provide them the necessary knowledge and training for 
using their time and opportunities in the productive Income Generating Activities (IGAs). However, the paper 
also identifies existing literature gap of entrepreneurship training programs and provide recommendation for 
future scope of study in the field of Entrepreneurship education in Malaysia 
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Introduction 
 
 The development of entrepreneurship, as both concept and activity, has been growing in importance in 
Malaysia(Abidin and Bakar, 2010). The perceived importance of entrepreneurship to the growth of Malaysia’s 
economy is evidenced by the sheer amount and variety of supporting mechanisms and policies that exist for 
entrepreneurs, including funding, physical infrastructure and entrepreneurial training among capable citizen over 
the country (Abdullah, 1999; Abidin and Bakar, 2010; Ang, 2008; Islam, 2010). 
 Entrepreneurship education seeks to provide students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to 
encourage entrepreneurial success in a variety of settings. Variations of entrepreneurship education are offered 
at all levels of schooling from primary or secondary schools through graduate university programs(Casson, 
2005). Entrepreneurship education is an important factor for sustainable economic growth in an increasingly 
competitive business world which thrives on a knowledge based environment by the creation of a critical mass 
of trained, skilled and knowledgeable workers in Malaysia, in particular the east coast economic regions 
(ECER). (Abidin and Bakar, 2010; Minghat and Yasin, 2010). 
 Since the independent Malaysia has done well to eradicate poverty in the  successful stage but still reducing 
the inter ethnic income disparity and its efforts to reduce economic imbalance specially conductive environment 
of Malay entrepreneurship development are not fully successful (Bhuiyan, Siwar, Ismail, and Talib, 2011; 
Mirghani, Mohammed, Bhuiyan, and Siwar, 2011). The successful creation of the BCIC depends to a large part 
on the continued success of Bumiputera entrepreneurs but still small Malay entrepreneurs are facing challenges 
to the lack of financing, low productivity lack promotional and marketing strategy lack of managerial 
capabilities, and lack of access to management and technology(2nd, 1971; 8th, 2001; 9th, 2006). 
 Furthermore, we have seen there are overall literature scarcity in this field and most the study has done on 
the basis of descriptive presentation of entrepreneurship training programs. In concern of above issues this is the 
timely demand to conduct a rigorous and in depth study to know how the existing educational training programs 
how to help entrepreneurs in their practical operations as well as measure their development trend within their 
own business. 
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1.2: Entrepreneurship In Malaysia: 
 
 After Independence: 
 
 After Independence the New Economic Policy has been introduced in 1970 as a response to the growing 
discontent about the economic inequalities between the Malays and the other races  who were still gaining 
economic ascendancy (2nd, 1971). Due to above situations the Malaysian government was taking initiative to 
eradicate poverty irrespective of race. As well as to  Increase effective Bumiputera ownership and participation 
in the corporate sector, at least 30 percent effective Bumiputera equity ownership by 2000, but this goal was 
extended to the year 2010 as stipulated in the Third Outline Perspective Plan. 
 
 In 2nd Malaysia Plan 1971-1975: 
 
 The government also taking continues efforts to decrease the inequality in the participation of 
entrepreneurship activities over the country through the restructuring of employment, compassion by ethnic 
group,  restructuring of wealth ownership,  creating of Bumiputera Commerce and Industrial Community 
(BCIC)  to achieve a targeted Bumiputera equity ownership of at least 30% in the corporate sector:(2nd, 1971). 
 
 In the Ninth Malaysia Plan 2008: 
 
 The government still  trying to achieve targeted Bumiputera equity ownership of at least 30% in the 
corporate sector. The Ministry of Entrepreneur and Cooperative Development has Formulated 4 strategic thrusts 
under the 8MP to achieve the BCIC objectives. But by 2005 Bumiputera entrepreneurs / companies and 
conducted entrepreneurial training for 48,260 individuals .Approximately 15% of these activities are estimated 
to benefit those residing in the ECER. 2006,(8th, 2001). 
 
1.3: Education In Malaysia: 
 
 The creation of a critical mass of trained, skilled and knowledgeable workers in Malaysia, in particular the 
ECER, is an important factor for sustainable economic growth in an increasingly competitive business   world 
which thrives on a knowledge based environment. For this purpose ,education for the ECER will have to take 
cognizance of these  fast changing  trends and requirements in identifying the future supply  demand for human 
capital .There will have tube a closely knit relationship  between the new institutions of  higher learning as well 
as  the existing ones that produce the skilled and professional workforce ,together  with the corporate sectors 
that employ them. Hence, education will have to be holistic, encompassing not only science and technology, 
knowledge and skill but also practical entrepreneurial capabilities, innovativeness and work ethics. It must also 
meet the general manpower   requirement of the local industries. 
 The National Education Blueprint emphasizes the development of cluster school as  centers  of excellence, 
focusing on niche areas such as music, ICT, science, languages, and special education.  
 
1.4: Brief of East Coast Economic Region (Ecer):  
 
 The East Coast Economic Region Development Council (ECERDC) is a statutory body established under 
an Act of Parliament, the East Coast Economic Region Development Council Act 2008 (Act 688), to drive the 
implementation projects and key programmes identified in the ECER Master plan. On thr other hand, The East 
Coast Economic Region Development Council is empowered to provide for the proper direction, policies and 
strategies in relation to the development within the East Coast Economic Region. The Council is also 
empowered to provide for coordination between Government entities in the promotion of trade, investment, 
tourism and development activities within the East Coast Economic Region. There total number of Population 
about 3.9 million (14.5% of the total population of Malaysia). The prime objective of the ECER Master Plan is 
to accelerate the growth of the East Coast Economic Region in a viable, equitable and sustainable manner. This 
is undertaken via programmes and projects to raise income levels and reduce poverty by expanding employment 
prospects through the introduction of high impact, catalytic projects to spur development in the region. The key 
Development Drivers in the ECER master Plan are Tourism, Oil, Gas and Petrochemical, Manufacturing, and 
Agriculture and Education. The ECER Development Corridor Covered the following States: such as Kelantan, 
Terengganu, Pahang and Daerah Mersing, Johor. 
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1.5: Methodology of The Study:  
 
 In this study, we conducted general search by the name of “Entrepreneurship Education and Entrepreneur 
skill training from this search we found huge number of article abstracts, which we have read to determine 
which articles need to be included in the review of this paper. After reading through most of the articles were 
found are as case study approach and qualitative analysis of research. But we focus on this papers which are 
related to entrepreneurship studies in the world for the assessment of their success in the field. 
 
1.6: Assessment of Entrepreneurship Studies In The World:  
 
 (Etzkowitz, Webster, Gebhardt, and Terra, 2000) has been examined recent developments in the role of the 
university in increasingly knowledge-based societies. They mentioned entrepreneurial paradigm is outlined in 
which the university plays an enhanced role in technological innovation. Governments encourage this academic 
transition as an economic development strategy that also reflects changes in the relationship between knowledge 
producers and users. They concluded that the ‘entrepreneurial university’ is a global phenomenon with an 
isomorphic developmental path, despite different starting points and modes of expression. 
 Wang, C. K. and P.-K. Wong in 2004 has been  examined the level and determinants of interest in 
entrepreneurship among university undergraduate students in Singapore. They used descriptive statisticale 
methods to analyzed the data. the study finds gender, family experience with business and educational level--are 
found to affect entrepreneurial interests. Specially family experience with business and educational level are 
mostly influences to become entreprenuer. They strongly suggests the need to provide students in engineering 
and science with educational programs that impart business knowledge. They also recommended that the 
government can  contribute by promoting more awareness of successful entrepreneurial role models, removing 
bureaucratic impediments to start-ups, and attenuating the social stigma of failure.(Wang and Wong, 2004). 
 Radosevic, S. and M. Myrzakhmet in 2009 has analyzed interms of  overall effectiveness of technoparks in 
promoting innovation development in Kazakhstan, second, the underlying innovation model in Kazakhstan 
technoparks, and third, whether technoparks can compensate for missing elements in the technology-based 
infrastructure and environment. They concluded that technopark firms are no more innovative than other firms. 
They mentioned Kazakh technoparks seem to be successful in terms of facilitating business incubation, but 
much less so in terms of innovation promotion and diversification of the economy(Radosevic and Myrzakhmet, 
2009)  
 Bagheri and Pihie in 2010 has done one empiricale study on the process of entrepreneurial learning to 
identify the processes of entrepreneurial learning that contribute to university students' entrepreneurial 
leadership learning and development. They found the processes of entrepreneurial learning as well as social 
interaction, observation, and reflection emerged are  significantly contribute to students' entrepreneurial 
leadership learning(Bagheri and Pihie, 2010). 
 
1.7: Assessment 0f Entrepreneurship Studies In The Malaysia: 
 
 Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneural education is an uprising issues in the 21st century where the 
transformation of the global economy to what has been referred to, somewhat interchangeably, as the knowledge 
society, information age and new economy. Among the significant changes is the emerging nature of a new set 
of economic and social indicators which eventually capture the changes in structural transformation, 
technological advance, and competition in the job market. Undoubtedly, such changes in the have driven 
changes in skills required to compete effectively in today's economic development in Malaysia even in the 
world. 
 Sei, C.W. in the 2004 has done one study to examines  entrepreneurship education in Malaysia to 
investigate the effectiveness of the entrepreneur education in Malaysia To achieve the objectives of the study, 
primary data are collected. In order to examine the development of entrepreneurship education in Malaysia. He 
found that the effectiveness of the entrepreneurship teaching enhenced their knowledge about entrepreneurship, 
their willingness to start up their own business(Sei, 2004). 
 Minghat, A. D. and R. M. Yasin in 2010 have done one study to determine the elements of Sustainable 
Development in Technical and Vocational subjects and to develop the framework of sustainable Technical and 
Vocational subjects in secondary school in Malaysia. The findings revealed 16 elements that contributed to the 
framework. These elements are creativity, innovation, networks and partnerships, staff development 
programme, teaching methods, generic skills, industrial relations and internships, counseling, entrepreneurship, 
ICT skills, interest, recognition, knowledge, competency based training, articulation, and commitment of 
management(Minghat and Yasin, 2010). 
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 Mohamad, N., R. M. Yasin, et al. in 2010 determine the effectiveness of the Design and Technology-based 
(DAT) subjects as perceived by students. The study found that the respondents have positive perception towards 
DAT-based subjects. In - terms of gender, male students show a more positive attitude towards DAT-based 
subjects as compared to female student(Mohamad, Yasin, and Mustapha, 2010). 
 Mohamed, Z., G. Rezai, et al. in 2011 has done one study to assess the state and effectiveness of informal 
entrepreneurship extension education among Malaysian farmers especially the members of Farmers’ 
Organization Authority (FOA). They found that informal entrepreneurship education is not able to provide the 
entrepreneurship skills acquisition as expected. The findings also indicate that the level of understanding on 
“what is entrepreneurship” is still low among the FOA members. In this regard, efforts should be intensified to 
improve informal agri-entrepreneurial courses and training, and extension on developing entrepreneurial skill 
among the farmers(Mohamed, Rezai, and Shamsudin, 2011). 
 Nasution, H. N., F. T. Mavondo, et al. in 2011 has done good empirical study to seeks to address two main 
problems. First, it evaluates the direct effect of entrepreneurship and business orientations namely, learning 
orientation, integrated market orientation and human resource practices on innovation and customer value. 
Second, it examines the interaction effect of entrepreneurship and business orientations on innovation and 
customer value. The results show that entrepreneurship and human resource management were shown to be the 
most significant drivers of innovation and customer value. The results further suggest that interaction of 
entrepreneurship and integrated market orientation as well as human resource practices has significant impact on 
customer value and innovation respectively(Nasution, Mavondo, Matanda, and Ndubisi, 2011). 
 
1.8: Conclusion And Recommendations: 
  
 In the literature it is well established that appropriate education programme are mostly essential for healthy 
entrepreneur for sustainable economic growth within the knowledge-based environment. Furthermore, several 
studies have been conducted on the analysis of entrepreneur as well as entrepreneurship training programmes. 
We found that most the study has done on the basis of descriptive presentation of entrepreneurship training 
programmes as well as entrepreneur theories in the existing market. This assessment review study has revealed 
entrepreneurship training programmes has a significants role for develop and encourage students to become a 
self dependent entrepreneur and provide them necessary knowledge and training for useing their time and 
opportunities  in the productive Income Generating Acitivities (IGAs). On the other hand,it is clear to us where 
we have seen there is overall literature scarcity in this field and most the study has done on the basis of 
descriptive presentation of entrepreneurship training programmes. The existing literature revealed that there is 
very few study has been done in terms of assessment entrepreneur performance as well as performances of 
Educational Institutions for providing training to develop skilled entrepreneur in the ECER region in Malaysia.  
From the above situation this is the timely demand to conduct a regurouse and indepth study to know how the 
existing educational traing programmes how to help entreprenuer in thier practical opreation as well as measure 
thier development trend within thier own business. 
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