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ABSTRACT 
 

This study provides an insight of the performance of human development indicators among the South Asian 
countries highlighting the position of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is categorized as a low human development 
country though it has registered average 6% economic growth from several years while Bhutan, Maldives and 
Sri Lanka have achieved the status of medium human development countries in South Asia. Data shows that 
Bangladesh HDI is constantly lower than South Asian average and closer to the HDI trend of low human 
development group. According to the HDI ranking 2011, Bangladesh has obtained 146th place out of 187 
countries in the world where the best and worst position in South Asia have been acquired by Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan respectively. Almost all the South Asian countries suffer relatively low human development 
parameters and consequently half of the world poor population lives in this region where Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka has possessed the worst and best position in the SAARC countries where 40 and 15.2 percent people live 
below poverty level respectively. In term of Environmental Performance Index (EPI), Bangladesh has also 
lagged behind compare to other South Asian countries and it has ranked 139 among the 163 countries. 
Bangladesh position is comparatively good in case of income Gini coefficient, ecological footprint and of 
mortality rate especially under five among the South Asian countries.  But the country’s scenario is really bad in 
case of adult literacy, pupil teacher ratio, adult mortality and public expenditure for education and health 
compare to other South Asian nations. South Asia as a whole is far reaching position from developed countries 
considering the performance of environmental, health, educational and socio-economic indicators. Therefore 
Bangladesh as well as other South Asian countries needs a breakthrough and big push in their development 
process for accelerating the performance of human development. 
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Introduction 
 

Bangladesh is a low income country with a record of strong economic growth and high population density 
and a goal of transforming itself into a middle income country by 2021. It has maintained average 6 percent 
GDP (gross domestic product) growth from 2005 to 2011 while the growth has been estimated at 6.7 per cent in 
the fiscal year 2010-11 (World Bank 2012). In spite of this strong growth performance, the country is still 
lagging behind in the line of many development parameters. The country is categorized as a low human 
development country though it has crossed four decades of its independence. Bangladesh has obtained the 146th 
place out of 187 countries in the world according to the performance of human development (HDR 2011).  

All the South Asian countries share more or less similar socio-economic characteristics and also they are 
facing comparatively more or less similar problems in the parameters of development. Bangladesh along with 
Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka are included geographically in South Asia. 
It can be mentioned that South Asia is endowed with population resource where about one forth of world 
population live. This region is considered as one of the world fastest growing regions in terms of GDP and 
population growth. Though South Asian countries have been registered GDP growth rate about 6% from several 
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years but unfortunately half of its population has limited access to education, health and technology and half of 
the world’s poor population lives in this region. It has the world’s largest working age population, one fourth of 
the world’s middle class consumers, the largest number of poor and undernourished in the world, and several 
fragile states of global geopolitical importance. South Asian region faces pockets of deep poverty, rising 
inequality, severe energy shortages and high rates of malnutrition (IMF 2011). South Asia is considered as the 
most density populated region of the world. 

 
Table 1: South Asian countries with their area, population and GDP per capita 

Countries Area  
(Km2) 

Population (Million) Population density 
(Persons/Km2) 

GDP per capita (PPP) 
(US$) 

Afghanistan 652,230 30.42 47 1.000 
Bangladesh 143,998 161.08 1119 1,900 
Bhutan 38,394 0.72 19 5,800 
India  3,287,240 1210.20 368 3,700 
Maldives 298 0.40 1330 8,600 
Nepal 147,181 29.89 203 1,200 
Pakistan 796,095 190.29 239 2,800 
Sri Lanka 65,610 21.48 327 5,700 
Total 5,131,046 1,664 - - 
Average - - 457 3713 

Source: Compiled from the World Fact book, 2012 

 
Table 1 shows that South Asia’s population density where 1,664 million people live with an area of 

5,131,046 sq km. Maldives and Bangladesh are the two leading densely populated country in South Asia as well 
as the world. This region is exercising lower GDP per capita (calculated at purchasing power parity, PPP), 
where Maldives and Afghanistan has acquired highest and lowest GDP per capita respectively. This article 
determines the present status of the performance of human development as well as makes a comparison among 
the South Asian countries. This article also looks forward how the South Asian countries are far or close to the 
world best or worst country according to the human development indicators.  

 
Method of the Study and Data Source: 

 
This article adopts a comparative analysis of the human development indicators among the South Asian 

countries by assessing the present status of development as well as the gaps among them. Along with the South 
Asian countries, this study has also included world best and worst country according to the Human 
Development Report (HDR) 2011. Most of the data that have been used in this study are extracted from the 
HDR 2011 of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). Different indicators (economic, educational, 
health and environmental etc.) have been used to analyze the development performance of South Asian 
countries. The author synthesizes the data of HDR 2011 with a view to determine not only the best and worst 
country in the south Asia but also their development performance within and outside the region. Moreover this 
article has also been explored how South Asian countries are far and near compare to the world best and worst 
country regarding the performance of different development parameters. At the same time it has identified the 
backwardness and forwardness of development indicators of Bangladesh as well as other South Asian countries 
in the global level.  This study highlights Bangladesh position and performance of human development among 
the South Asian countries and the world which will demand for policy prioritization, action and research.   

 
Discussion of Findings: 

 
Human Development Index: Bangladesh and other South Asian countries: 

 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) has defined human development as about creating an 

environment in which people can develop their full potential and lead productive and creative lives in 
accordance with their needs and interests (UNDP 2001). Costantini and Monni (2008) have stated that human 
development has to be the first objective of international development policies, whereas an increase in human 
well-being is necessary to provide a sustainable path. Human development should be the ultimate objective of 
human activity, its aim being healthier, longer, and fuller lives (Anand and Sen, 2000; Ranis et al. 2000 and 
Ülengin et al. 2011). Moran et al. (2008) used Human Development Index (HDI) as an indicator of development 
and argued that a HDI of no less than 0.8 and a per capita Ecological Footprint less than the globally available 
biocapacity per person represent minimum requirements for sustainable development that is globally replicable. 
Sarkar et al. (2012) stated human development as one of the core considerations of a country’s level of 
development.  

 



2477 
J. Appl. Sci. Res., 9(4): 2475-2484, 2013 
 

 

UNDP measures Human Development Index (HDI) every year among the countries for highlighting the 
performance of human development indicators. HDI is a simple composite measure that includes health, 
schooling and income. But UNDP Human Development Report (HDR) explores the performance of many 
indicators while it estimates HDI. The world’s average HDI increased nearly 21 percent between 1980 and 2011 
(41 percent since 1970), reflecting large improvements in life expectancy, school enrolment, literacy and income 
(HDR 2010). Almost all countries benefited. Advances in technical knowledge and globalization have made 
progress more feasible for countries at all levels of development. Figure 1 shows that Bangladesh and South 
Asia HDI is lower than the world average HDI though HDI is increasing for all case over the year. It is noted 
here that Bangladesh HDI constantly lower than south Asian average and more closure to HDI trend of low 
human development countries. 

 
 

Fig. 1: Trends of Human Development Index from 1980 - 2011 
 
In the global level, table 2 shows that highest HDI value is 0.943 belongs to Norway (Rank 1) which is 

considered as world best country while lowest HDI value has gone to the DR Congo (Rank 187) which is 
considered as the worst country according to the performance of human development indicators. It is mentioned 
here that Qatar has achieved the highest position according to the GNI per capita ($107721) though it has 
occupied 37th place according to HDI value (HDR 2011). GNI per capita and HDI value of Bangladesh are 
0.500 and $1529 respectively where Bangladesh has possessed 146th  placed in HDI ranking which is very close 
to Pakistan (Rank 145) but is far from Sri Lanka (Rank 97). The highest and lowest HDI value have been 
achieved by Sri Lanka and Afghanistan respectively while highest GNI per capita has gone to Bhutan  among 
the South Asian nations (see Table 2). The HDR ranking clearly shows that all the countries of South Asia 
except Sri Lanka is out of the rank 1-100 countries. 

 
Table 2: Human Development Index Rank 2011 among the countries 

Name on the countries HDI Value 
 

Gross National Income (GNI) per capita (Constant 
2005 PPP $) 

HDI Rank 2011 

Norway 0.943 47,557 1 
Afghanistan 0.398 1,416 172 
Bangladesh 0.500 1529 146 
Bhutan 0.522 5,293 141 
India  0.547 3,468 134 
Maldives 0.661 5,276 109 
Nepal 0.458 1,160 157 
Pakistan 0.504 2,550 145 
Sri Lanka 0.691 4,943 97 
DR Congo  0.286 280 187 

DR= Democratic Republic, Source: HDR, 2011 

  
Global Comparison Among Different Groups: 

 
UNDP has classified the countries into four human development groups according to their HDI 

performance. Table 3 shows global comparison and Bangladesh scenario of HDI value, Gross National Income 
(GNI) per capita and life expectancy in the different Human Development Index groups. Rank 1 to 47 countries 
has selected as very high human development exercising highest average HDI value while the countries rank 
from 142 to 187 is treated as low human development because of low HDI value (see Table 3). The average 
HDI value is 0.889 in the very high human development countries which enjoy average GNI per capita average 
($33352) and life expectancy (80 years) while it is lowest in the low human development countries facing lower 
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GNI per capita average ($1585) and life expectancy (58.7 years).  In case of Bangladesh average HDI value, 
GNI per capita and life expectancy are 0.500, $1529 and 68.9 years respectively in table 3. Average HDI value 
and average GNI per capita of Bangladesh is lower while average life expectancy is slightly higher than the 
south Asian average. But all three indicators of south Asian countries are far reaching from other three groups of 
human development. So Bangladesh has to go a long way to achieve the average position of very high human 
development countries. For this the country needs to take massive action for transforming the situation like as 
the developed nations. 

 
Table 3: Global comparison and Bangladesh scenario of 2011 

Human Development Index groups  HDI rank 
among 

countries 

Average HDI 
value 

Average GNI per capita 
(Constant 2005 PPP $) 

Life expectancy 
of birth (years) 

Very high human development  1-47 0.889 33352 80.0 
High human development  48-94 0.741 11579 73.1 
Medium human development  95-141 0.630 5276 69.7 
Low human development 142-187 0.456 1585 58.7 
Global average - 0.682  10,082 69.8 
South Asian average - 0.535 3204 67.0 
Bangladesh Position 146 0.500 1529 68.9 

Source: Prepared by the author from HDR, 2011 

 
South Asian comparison: 

 
South Asian countries belong to the members of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation) which cannot play active role for the development of this region. Majority members of this 
organization are facing lower HDI value because of lower level of life expectancy, mean year of schooling and 
GNI per capita. Table 4 shows the scenario of the South Asian nations where Bangladesh has possessed the 3rd 
and 4th position in case life expectancy and mean year of schooling respectively. Maldives, Sri Lanka and 
Bhutan have occupied 1st position in cases of life expectancy, mean year of schooling and GNI per capita 
respectively. According to HDI value, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan has placed the best and worst position 
respectively among the South Asian countries. The Table 4 indicates the greater level of imbalance among the 
South Asian nations.  

 
Table 4 : Performance of HDI parameters of SAARC countries 

Name on the countries HDI Value Life expectancy (years) Mean year of 
schooling 

GNI per capita (Constant 2005 PPP $) 

Afghanistan 0.398 (8) 48.7 (8) 3.3 (6) 1,416 (7) 
Bangladesh 0.500 (6) 68.9 (3) 4.8 (4) 1529 (6) 
Bhutan 0.522 (4) 67.2 (5) 2.3 (8) 5,293 (1) 
India  0.547 (3) 65.4 (6) 4.4 (5) 3,468 (4) 
Maldives 0.661 (2) 76.8 (1) 5.8 (2) 5,276 (2) 
Nepal 0.458 (7) 68.8 (4) 3.2 (7) 1,160 (8) 
Pakistan 0.504 (5) 65.4 (6) 4.9 (3) 2,550 (5) 
Sri Lanka 0.691 (1) 74.9 (2) 8.2 (1) 4,943 (3) 

N.B. Figures in the parenthesis are the rank among SAARC countries 
Source: Prepared by the author from HDR, 2011 

 
Income Gini coefficient among the countries: 

 
The Gini coefficient is a measure of the inequality of a distribution having a range from 0–1, where 0 

corresponds with perfect equality (where everyone has the same income) and 1 corresponds with perfect 
inequality (where one person has all the income — and everyone else has zero income). In global scenario Haiti 
(0.60) and Seychelles (0.19) has occupied the best and worst position in terms of income Gini coefficient. Table 
5 shows that income inequality prevails in all the South Asian nations. In South Asian scenario, all the countries 
face a greater level of income inequality where Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka’s problem are acute. However, the 
highest and lowest income Gini coefficient has been found in Nepal (0.473) and Bangladesh (0.31) respectively 
(see Table 5). In spite of lowest income Gini coefficient score of Bangladesh in South Asia, it is evident that the 
country is still facing a profound and ever-widening disparity between the rich and poor (Afsar 2010). It is very 
hard to reduce poverty without addressing the inequality issue (Titumir and Rahman, 2011). 
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Table 5: Income Gini Co-efficient, 2000-11 (inequality adjusted) among the countries 
HDI Rank 2011 Name on the countries Income Gini Co-efficient, 2000-2011 
1 Norway 0.260 
52 Seychelles 0.190 
172 Afghanistan - 
146 Bangladesh 0.310 
141 Bhutan 0.467 
134 India  0.368 
109 Maldives 0.374 
157 Nepal 0.473 
158 Haiti 0.600 
145 Pakistan 0.327 
97 Sri Lanka 0.403 

Source: HDR, 2011 

 
Human Development Index trends: 

 
Nearly all the countries of the world enjoy a positive trend in case of Human Development Index. 

Especially the developing countries growth is higher than the developed countries because of significant 
improvement of some development indicators in recent decade. South Asian countries have maintain an 
increasing trend of Human Development Index from 1980-2011 in Table 6 which proves their progress but still 
long journey is needed to be high human developed country. Table 6 shows that the average HDI growth is 
comparatively higher in case of Nepal and Afghanistan among the South Asian nations. 

 
Table 6: Human Development Index trends of South Asian countries, 1980-2011 

HDI 
Rank 
2011 

Name on the countries Human Development Index value Average 
annual HDI growth 
(%) 

1980 1990 2000 20
05 

20
09 

20
11 

1980-2011 

172 Afghanistan 0.198  0.246 0.230 0.3
40 

0.3
87 

0.3
98 

2.28 

146 Bangladesh 0.303 0.352 0.422 0.4
62 

0.4
91 

0.5
00 

1.63 

141 Bhutan - - - - - 0.5
22 

0.47 

134 India  0.344  0.410 0.461 0.5
04 

0.5
35 

0.5
47 

1.51 

109 Maldives - - 0.576  0.6
19 

0.6
50 

0.6
61 

- 

157 Nepal 0.242  0.340 0.398 0.4
24 

0.4
49 

0.4
58 

2.08 

145 Pakistan 0.359  0.399 0.436 0.4
80 

0.4
99 

0.5
04 

1.10 

97 Sri Lanka 0.539  0.583 0.633 0.6
62 

0.6
80 

0.6
91 

0.80 

Sources: HDR, 2011 

 
Poverty scenario: 

 
Now the world population is exceeding 7000 million. Poverty is still a great problem of the world especially 

the developing and least developed countries are continuously fighting with this. According to the recent 
statistics, number of hungry people in the world 925 million in 2010 which is 13.6 percent of the world 
population (World Bank, 2011a). Surprisingly half of the world poor population lives in south Asia. Poverty 
varies according to the regional level such as state, province, division and district and so on. For instance, 
highest poverty was found in Barisal division (52.00 %) and lowest poverty in Dhaka division (32%) of 
Bangladesh (GoB, 2007).  

 
Table 7:  Population below poverty line: Best and worst in South Asia and the world 

Category  Population below poverty line (%) Country 
Best in the world 2.8 China 
Worst in the world 77.0 Haiti 
Best in the SAARC 15.2 Sri Lanka 
Worst in the SAARC 40 Bangladesh 

 Source: Prepared by the author from HDR 2011 

 
Table 7 shows that Bangladesh and Sri Lanka has possessed the worst and best position in the South Asian 

countries where 40 percent and 15.2 percent people live below poverty level respectively. According to the HDI 
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Report 2011, Haiti (77 percent) has occupied the world worst position and the big Asian giant China (2.8 
percent) has possessed the world best position according to the national poverty line (see Table 7). The other 
South Asia countries specially Afghanistan (36 percent), Nepal (30.9 percent) and India’s (27.5 percent) poverty 
problem are also acute where Maldives’s (16 percent) performance is fairly good followed by Sri Lanka (15.2 
percent) (see Figure 2).  

 
 
Fig. 2: Population below poverty line (%) in South Asian countries 

 
Environmental Sustainability Indicators: 

 
Environmental sustainability is one of the key drivers of ensuring sustainable development. Towards 

sustainable management of the environment, Bangladesh government has lunched the National Environmental 
Policy in 1992. The main aim of this policy is to maintain the ecological balance and overall development 
through protection and improvement of the environment, ensuring environmentally sound development and 
ensure sustainable use of all natural resources (MoEF, 1992). Many countries have higher per capita income, 
higher economic growth but they are lagging behind about environmental sustainability. But it is fully 
unrealistic to achieve sustainable development without environmental sustainability. The table 8 shows the 
performance of Environmental Sustainability Indicators among the countries highlighting Bangladesh position.  

According to the Environmental Performance Index (EPI), Bangladesh ranked 139 (EPI score 44) among 
the 163 countries (EPI, 2010) while the best country in the world and South Asia has occupied by the Iceland 
(93.5) and Nepal (68.2) respectively (see Table 8). The ecological footprint shows that the world is increasingly 
exceeding its global capacity to provide resources and absorb wastes. Most of the high and middle income 
countries have exceeded the global average biocapacity (biologically productive area per person) which is 1.8 
global hectares (gha) per capita. The Bangladesh footprint estimated as 0.6 which is the best along with 
Afghanistan among the South Asian countries while Nepal (3.6) and United Arab Emirates (10.7) in table 8 has 
fallen worst position in South Asia and world respectively. Bangladesh has blessed by fossil fuel as it constitutes 
68.4 percent of its total resources while India is the highest among the South Asian countries. Bangladesh and 
India extracts 31.6 and 28.9 percent respectively of its total resources from renewables, but surprisingly Nepal 
(89.1 %) is the highest in case of renewables among the South Asian nations (see Table 8). 

Emissions per capita are much greater in very high HDI countries than in low, medium and high HDI 
countries combined because of more energy-intensive activities like driving cars, cooling and heating homes and 
businesses, consuming processed and packaged food. The average person in a very high HDI country accounts 
for more than four times the carbon dioxide emissions and about twice the methane and nitrous oxide emissions 
of a person in a low, medium or high HDI country— and about 30 times the carbon dioxide emissions of a 
person in a low HDI country (HDR, 2011). Table 8 reveals that almost all the south Asian countries produce 
very low amount of carbon dioxide emission and Green house gas emission per capita while Trinidad and 
Tobago (37.3) and New Zealand (10.0) has occupied the worst position for emissions respectively.  

Bangladesh is one of the leading countries in relation to high level of urban pollution. This country has 
occupied the worst position among the South Asian nations while highest level of urban pollution has found in 
Sudan in the world (see Table 8). Bangladesh has only 11.1 percent forest area which is not sufficient for 
achieving environmental sustainability. But Bhutan (84.1%) is sufficient forest area while Afghanistan has a 
great lacking in this case among the South Asian countries. Another important indicator of environmental 
sustainability is natural resources depletion where India, Nepal have fallen in worst position (4.,2 % of its GNI) 
in the South Asia and change in forest area is increasing negatively in Pakistan (See Table 8). Finally Sri 
Lanka’s position in case of endangered species (19 % of all species) is dangerous but it is mentionable that 
world best position in forest change and worst position for endangered species has gone to the Iceland (223%) 
and New Zealand (25%) respectively (See Table 8). 
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Table 8: Environmental Sustainability Indicators in South Asia and the world 
Indicators Bangladeshi 

scenario 
Best in the 

world 
Worst in the 

world 
Best in the South 

Asia 
Worst in the South 

Asia 
a)Environmental 
Performance Index 
(0-100) 

44 93.5  
(Iceland) 

33.3  
(CAR) 

68.2  
(Nepal) 

44 
(Bangladesh) 

b) Ecological 
footprint (h/per 
capita) 

0.6 0.4  
(Timor Leste) 

 

10.7 (UAE) 0.6 (Bangladesh, 
Afghanistan) 

3.6  
(Nepal) 

c) Fossil fuel (% of 
total)  

68.4 100 and above 
(Singapore, Brunei, 

GCC countries) 

4.0 
(DR Congo) 

71.1 
(India) 

10.9 
 (Nepal) 

d) Renewables (% of 
total) 

31.6 163.1  
(Paraguay) 

0.0 (Singapore, 
Brunei, GCC 

countries)  

89.1 (Nepal) 28.9 
(India) 

e) Carbon dioxide 
emission (per capita 
tonnes) 

0.3 0.1 (Nepal, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Rwanda, 
Malawi, Zambi, 

Uganda) 

37.3 
(Trinidad and 

Tobago) 

0.0 (Afghanistan) 3.0 
(Maldives) 

f) Green  house gas 
emission per capita 
(tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent) 

0.7 0.4 Lebanon, 0.5 Hong 
kong, 0.6 Sri lanka 

10.0  
(New Zealand) 

0.6 
(Sri Lanka) 

1.1 
(Pakistan) 

g) Urban pollution 
(micro grams per 
cubic meter) 

134 7 (Equatorial Guinea, 
Belarus, Gabon) 

159  
(Sudan) 

22 
(Bhutan) 

134 
(Bangladesh) 

h) Natural resources 
depletion 
 (% of GNI) 

2.6 0.0 (France, Spain, 
Japan, Korea, Belgium, 

Mauritius,Tonga) 

66 (Equatorial 
Guinea) 

0.50 
(Sri Lanka) 

4.2 
(India, Nepal) 

i) Forest area (% of 
Land area) 

11.1 94.6  
(Suriname) 

0.0 (Qatar, Oman, 
Nauru) 

84.1 (Bhutan) 2.1 
(Afghanistan) 

j) Change in forest 
area (%) 

-3.1 223 (Iceland) -68.3 (Comoros) 0.0 
(Afghanistan, 

Maldives)  

-29.8 (Pakistan) 

k) Endangered species 
(% of all species) 

9 0.0 (San Marino) 25  
(New Zealand) 

5.0 
(Afghanistan) 

19  
 (Sri Lanka) 

N.B. CAR=Central African Republic, GCC Countries = Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain and UAE (United Arab Emirates), 
DR=Democratic Republic,  
Source: prepared by the author from HDR, 2011 

 
Human development effect of environmental threats: 

 
Every year many people of different countries are affected due to environmental hazards. Highest and 

lowest annual average of affected population has found China and Norway in the global arena as well as 
Bangladesh and Bhutan respectively in South Asian region. Water pollution is another environmental threat 
which is influencing human development negatively.  Highest death due to water pollution (1924 per million 
people) has occurred in the Democratic Republic of Congo which is the world worst country according to 
human development. Most of the developed and developing countries are facing outdoor air pollution and 
surprisingly highest death due to outdoor air pollution (per million people) has found in Afghanistan while Sri 
Lanka has the lowest death among the South Asian countries. Democratic Republic of Congo is still fighting 
with acute Malaria problem while South Asian countries are facing malaria problem in a limited extent and rare 
dengue problem in per million populations. Sri Lanka’s problem in case of population living on degraded land 
(%) is surprising because of its 21.1 percent population lives on degraded land. Bangladesh’s has placed in the 
second in terms of population living on degraded land (See Table 9). 
 
Education and health indicators: 

 
Education and health are the important determinants of a country’s level of human development. Adult 

literacy is well ahead in all the developed countries and still lagging behind in case of developing countries.  In 
case of pupil teacher ratio, it is vary from country to country though small ratio is better for the service provision 
and nursing the students. Maldives has placed a very good position in the south Asian countries and global level 
where one teacher available only for 12.7 student and Bangladesh is showing very negative scene in this case 
(Table 10). Mortality rate is generally higher in the least developed and developing countries and lower in case 
on developed countries. Maldives has achieved the lowest mortality rate in the SAARC countries and while 
highest mortality has found in the Democratic Republic of Congo in the world and Afghanistan in South Asian. 
Life expectancy is maximum in Japan but minimum in Democratic Republic of Congo. In both education and 
health sector, global power United States spends highest public expenditure (% of GDP) and Myanmar spends 
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the lowest in the world. South Asian countries spend lower share of GDP on their education and health service. 
In case of Bangladesh, it has disbursed comparatively lowest share of GDP allocation to the public expenditure 
and health among the South Asian countries and it is far behind compare to the best country (Norway) and worst 
country (DR Congo) of the world. Table 10 education and health situation among the countries. Bangladesh 
position is comparatively good in case of mortality rate especially under five (per 1000 live births) but in case of 
adult literacy, pupil teacher ratio, adult mortality and public expenditure for education and health is not 
satisfactory. 

 
Table 9: Human development effect of environmental threats 

HDI 
Rank 
2011 

Name on the 
countries 

Population 
affected (Annual 

average per 
million people) 

Death due 
to water 
pollution 

(per million 
people) 

Death due to 
outdoor air 

pollution (per 
million 
people) 

Death due 
to Malaria 

(per million 
people) 

Death due 
to Dengue 

(per million 
people) 

Population 
living on 

degraded land 
(%) 

  2001-10 2004 2004 2009 2001-10 2010 
1 Norway 33 - 65 - - 0.2 
4 Afghanistan 9,799  2,499 2,038 1.0  11.0 
12 Bangladesh 47,203  469 424 0.3 0.0 11.3 
15 Bhutan 0.0 467 311 5.6 0.0 0.1 
26 India  41,245  405 542 0.9 0.0 9.6 
28 Maldives 522 - - - - - 
33 Nepal 9,738   520 356 0.3 0.0 2.3 
61 Pakistan 18,218   380 552 0.0 - 4.5 
84 Sri Lanka 22,652  41 270 0.0  2.0 21.1 
187 DR Congo 325 1924 72 329.7 - 0.1 

Source: HDR, 2011 

 
Table 10: Education and health indicator performance among the countries 

Name on the 
countries 

Adult 
literacy rate  
(% age 15 
and older)  

Pupil teacher 
ratio in primary 

education 
(pupils per 

teacher) 

Mortality Life 
expectancy 

(Years) 

Pub. exp. on 
education  

( % of GDP) 

Pub. exp. 
 on 

health  
( % of 
GDP) 

Under five 
(per 1000 
live births) 

Adult 
(per 1000 
people) 

 2005-2010 2005-2010 2009 2009 2011 2009 2009 
Norway - - 3 66.5 81.1 9.7  9.7 
Afghanistan - 42.8 199 396 36 7.4  7.4 
Bangladesh 55.9 45.8 52  234 56 3.4  3.4 
Bhutan 52.8  27.7 79 225 55 5.5  5.5 
India  62.8  - 66 210 56 4.2  4.2 
Maldives 98.4  12.7 13 84 64 8.0  8.0 
Nepal 59.1  31.9 48  197 55 5.8  5.8 
Pakistan 55.5 39.7 87 207 55 2.6  2.6 
Sri Lanka 90.6  23.1 15 179 63 4.0  4.0 
DR Congo 66.8 37.3 199 386 48.4 9.5 9.5 

Pub. Exp. = Public expenditure, Source: HDR, 2011 

 
Performance of economic indicators: 

 
Economic indicators vary among the countries. Sometime it is guessed that the developed countries 

constitute the very good position in all the economic indicator performance but it is not true. From the table 11 it 
is clear that some of the indicator performance is good in case of developing nations. As for example Qatar has 
occupied the first place in case of GDP per capita (PPP $) & GNI per capita (constant 2005 PPP $) while 
Seychelles is for Income Gini co-efficient and net foreign direct investment (FDI) inflow (HDI, 2011). Worst 
position of Income Gini co-efficient and GDP per capita (PPP $) & GNI per capita (constant 2005 PPP $) has 
gone to the Haiti and democratic Republic of Congo respectively (HDI, 2011).  

Nepal and Maldives experienced lowest and highest FDI respectively among the South Asian nations 
(Table 11). South Asia with other developing countries received about 75% of all remittances and supplied 80% 
of the global migrant workers in 2010. Workers' remittances are the second largest source of foreign exchange 
earnings and exceeded private capital flows and foreign aid to most developing countries (World Bank, 2011b). 
In case of official development assistance (ODA), Afghanistan received 45.7 % and India got only 0.2% of their 
total GDP. Nepal and Maldives have earned highest and lowest remittance respectively among the South Asian 
nations (See Table 11). Bangladesh is the second highest remittance earner (11.8%) followed by Nepal while 
receiving FDI and ODA is significantly smaller than most of the South Asian countries. 

 
 
 



2483 
J. Appl. Sci. Res., 9(4): 2475-2484, 2013 
 

 

Table 11: Economic indicators among the countries 
Name on the countries GDP per capita 

(PPP $)  
FDI net inflow (% 

of GDP)  
Net ODA received 

(% of GDP)   
Remittance 

inflows 
(% of GDP) 

Income Gini co-
efficient 

 2009 2009 2009  2000-11 

Norway 56,214 3.0 - 0.2 0.26 

Afghanistan 1,321 1.3  45.7 - - 

Bangladesh 1,416 0.8  1.3 11.8 31.0 

Bhutan 5,113 2.9  9.6  - 46.7 

India  3,296 2.5  0.2 3.6 36.8 

Maldives 5,476 7.6  2.4 0.3 37.4 

Nepal 1,155 0.3  6.7 23.8 47.3 

Pakistan 2,609 1.5  1.7 5.4 32.7 

Sri Lanka 4,772 1.0  1.7 8.0 40.3 

DR congo 319 9.0 23.9 - 44.4 

Source: HDR, 2011 

 
Conclusion and recommendation: 

 
A variety of comparisons and scenarios have been found in the South Asian countries related to the 

different parameters of development. The results show that their performances of human development differ 
from one another in spite of having some common characteristics among them. It has found that Bangladesh’s 
position is not good in case of South Asian countries as well as the low human development countries except 
comparatively a better position regarding of income Gini coefficient, ecological footprint and mortality rate 
among the South Asian countries. Moreover Bangladesh has possessed the worst position among the south 
Asian countries in term of poverty, environmental performance index and urban pollution. Though the different 
indicators of the South Asian countries are still far behind from the very high human development countries 
regarding GNI per capita, poverty, health and education but it can be noted that all the South Asian countries 
produce comparatively lower GHG and CO2 emission per capita in the world. But it is really alarming that 
though south Asia is one of the potential regions of the world but it is fail to achieve better position regarding 
human development. Therefore Bangladesh as well as other South Asian countries needs a breakthrough and big 
push in their development process for accelerating the performance of human development. Followings are the 
major recommendations for Bangladesh: 

 
 Greater investment initiatives should be taken for higher employment opportunity and economic 

growth towards reducing poverty and increasing income of the people  
 Financial package and incentives should be provided to create self employment and promote income 

generating activities for the people in a way to reducing the gap between rich and poor  
 Environmental policy and strict legislation must be made for ensuring environmental sustainability  
 Public expenditure on education and health should be increased for accelerating human development 

through quality education and good health  
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