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ABSTRACT 
 

This article aims to discuss the importance of cultivating research in Islamic education. The role of research 
in education is seen to be an important element in the process of developing and enhancing the quality of 
Islamic education system. The true understanding of research in Islamic education among academicians, 
researchers and educatorsis essential to ensure that they are able to contribute significantly towards Islamic 
education excellence. 
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Introduction 
 

Generally, both in the traditional and modern periods of the development of Islamic education, education is 
regarded as the most important of Muslim community development. In Islam, the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w is 
witnessed as the authentic role model that inspires the Muslim educators in developing the Islamic education 
system through his examples and desirable quality in every aspect of human beings (Duna Izfanna & Nik 
Ahmad Hisyam, 2012; Ab. Halim, 2007). Based on the current situation, the role of school or formal education 
has gradually become more significant since, as these types of educational institution is not only for 
transmission of knowledge and skills, but it is also concerned with social and moral development.  

 
Education: The Islamic View: 

 
Before further discussion, it is very useful to discuss several definitions of Islamic education. Generally, 

Islamic Education is commonly understood as an educational system which seeks to fuse the holistic aspects of 
man’s growth and imparts a training which infuses faith into the whole personality, creating a spiritual or 
religious attachment to Islam (Ibrahim, 2012).  This enables an individual to follow the Qur’an and the Sunnah 
and be governed by the Islamic system of values. In another definition, Sarwar (1996) viewed Islamic Education 
the process through which human beings are trained and prepared in a concerted way to do their Creator’s 
bidding in this life (Dunya) to be rewarded in the life after death (Akhirah).  

Therefore, in Islam the process of education has a significant relation with Allah s.w.tand  rejects  any  kind 
of  separation, and the relationship with God must always be reflected in the Islamic education system. In fact, 
the First World Conference on Muslim Education (1977) agreed to recommend the aim of education, which 
clearly emphasizes human development and the relation between Allah and man, as follows: 

Education should aim at the balanced growth of the total personality of Man through the training of Man’s 
spirit, intellect, the rational self, feelings and bodily sense. Education should therefore cater for the growth of 
man in all its aspects: spiritual, intellectual, imaginative, physical, scientific, linguistic, both individually and 
collectively and motivate all these aspects towards goodness and the attainment of perfection. The ultimate aim 
of Muslim education lies in the realization of complete submission to Allah on the level of the individual, the 
community and humanity at large. 

In the same vein, Husain and Ashraf (1979) also clearly state that “... the true aim of education is to 
produce men that have faith as well as knowledge, the one sustaining the other”. Long before that, Khurshid 
Ahmad (1967) had observed that, in Islam, education chiefly aims to develop and nurture students to understand 
their responsibilities as devoted Muslims who recognize the Islamic ideals of individual and collective life.   

The concept of Islamic education has a close relationship with the Islamic worldview that focuses on the 
discussion of the concept of God, the concept of man, concept of the universe and prophet hood. The Islamic 
world-view, which is based on the Islamic concept of Tawhid, will, therefore, determine the characteristic of 
Islamic education. In other words, the whole process of education, according to Islam, must be based on God’s 
principles and the teaching of the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. There is no such division or separation between 
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religion and worldly knowledge, and the forms of education must refer to the Qur’anic notion (Amir et. al, 
2012). That is why in Islam, teachers are highly regarded since they are not only transferring knowledge and 
information to their students in the process of teaching and learning, but more important nurturing and 
developing the students’ faith of Islam and the inner development towards the balanced growth of the total 
personality of a human being. In other words, Islamic education is a reflection of the Islamic world-view of the 
role of the human being as the khalifatullah, as well as the `abdillah and also has a significant relation to the 
Islamic concept of Tawhid (Khan, 1994). Therefore, based on the concept of Tawhid, all Muslim teachers 
should have the highest quality of faith and personalities which are based on the Qur’an and Sunnah in carrying 
out their daily duties.  

 
Educational Research from the Islamic Perspective: 

 
Before further discussion, it may be useful to present the meaning of “research” itself. Booth et. al (1995:6) 

provide a brief definition of research where they state: “Research is simply gathering the information you need 
to answer a question and thereby help you solve a problem”.In a more comprehensive definition, Best & Kahn 
(1989:17) defines research as:  

…the systematic and objective analysis and recording of controlled observations that may lead to the 
development of generalizations, principles, or theories, resulting in prediction and possibly ultimate control of 
events. 
Crowl (1996:6) perhaps goes a bit further than Best & Khan as he explains research as: 

…the systematic process of: (a) identifying a problem; (b) reviewing the literature dealing with the 
problem; (c) developing one of more research hypotheses or questions related to the problem; (d) collecting 
data by means of empirical investigation; (e) analyzing the data; and (f) interpreting  the results of the 
investigation.  

In this section, it may be useful to see the definition and characteristics of research from the Islamic point of 
view. Von Denffer (1983:6) defines research as; “…fact-finding, for the purpose of presenting facts in some 
way, be it in description, in analysis, in formulating a theory, or any other way”. Generally, he has classified 
Islamic research into two types, i.e. 

a)  Research in Islam (Islamic Studies) which will generally be confined to specific themes and areas of 
study. 

b)  Research for Islamic work which cannot be restricted to any area because of Islam’s nature as an all 
comprehensive way of life. 

Therefore, Islamic research embraces other fields than Islamic studies such as education, politics, economy, 
social studies, arts and sciences because, as argued by Von Denffer (1983:35), “…Islamic research is for all 
fields of knowledge and all fields of application because Islam is for the whole world”. However, there is a view 
of some Muslim scholars who restrict Islamic research merely to the studies that are related to Islamic scriptures 
(the Qur’an and the Hadith) and excludes other types of studies. For example, Islamic research is defined as 
“…research that is centered around the contents of these sacred books and is carried out with the object of 
making these contents more easily intelligible to others” (Mohammad Rafiuddin, 1994:10). This definition 
seems incomplete since it excludes other fields of knowledge and application which are also important for all 
human beings, including Muslims.   

Basically, the fundamental element in Islamic research is the research foundation which must be laid down 
on the two primary sources, the roots of all activities in Islam, i.e. the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Since this is the 
foremost principle of research in Islam, the role of these two paramount sources cannot be underestimated or be 
left out. They provide the spiritual dimension, philosophical and methodological foundation of understanding to 
every Islamic researcher. Thus, based on the totality of the Islamic worldview, it implies that Islamic research 
covers all fields of knowledge and not only Islamic studies.  

It is of course not an easy task to conduct a research that instantly and easily meet the Islamic notion. This 
task, however is not impracticable since, through  the Islamic history, many  Islamic researchers had 
demonstrated, that “They were never ethnocentric in science or research  but stuck to a certain perception of the 
reality and values derived therefrom. Their perception of reality was derived from the fountain heads of Islam, 
the Qur’an and the Sunnah” (Fazlur Rahman 1996:107). Hence, these two sources are considered as the 
ultimate sources of knowledge and research in Islam.  As Mawdudi views earlier as quoted by Mumtaz Ali 
(1996: 14): 

In my opinion there are three or four areas which require immediate attention: Jurisprudence (Fiqh), 
Economy, Social Sciences, Philosophy and Theoretical Sciences. In all these areas research should be 
conducted with firm belief in the philosophy that Qur’an and Prophet’s Sunnah are really the perennial sources 
of knowledge and we have to draw everything from this source alone.    

That is why Khan (1994:69) also argues that: 
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Revelation is the backbone of the Islamic method….It is composed of Divine words which have the 
miraculous quality of expanding in meaning with the progress in human knowledge. The prophet who grasps the 
meaning of these words more than any other individual applies them to the social conditions around him and 
explains them to his first addressees. Hadith is, therefore, the most important key to the understanding of the 
Holy Book. 

From the arguments, we see that there is a firm relationship between revelation and reason in the Islam 
thinking where a person sees reason as (Abdul Hamid, 1989: 51-52): 

… a tool required to know the world around him, to utilize it in satisfying his needs and in shouldering his 
responsibilities as a vicegerent.  On the other hand, Divine revelation is meant to guide man towards knowledge 
of the aims of righteous life, of the definition of its responsibilities, and of ascertaining its components.  

In other words, Islamic research transcends the worldly interests since it has relationship and responsibility 
not only with human beings but also with Allah s.w.t.That is why the essence of Islamic research methodology 
and method is to obtain Wisdom, Bounty and Mercy from Allah s.w.t. Fazlur Rahman(1996: 111) explains 
that“The Islamic research methodology defines the approach, the perspective of Reality: it assigns a purpose to 
the acquisition of knowledge to seek the Reality, recognize Allah s.w.t. and promote the good of humanity”. 
Moreover, Mumtaz Ali (1996: 15), in his discussion regarding Mawdudi’s thought on education and research, 
states that “The correct method of research is one which reveals the sign of Allah s.w.t. inherent in man and the 
physical world”. In fact, there are six main principles of methodology that should be understood and observed 
by all Muslims as the framework of every aspect in their daily lives, including in carrying out research : 

 The unity of Allah s.w.t. 
 Unity of creation 
 Unity of truth and Unity of knowledge 
 Unity of life 
 Unity of humanity 
 The complementary nature of Revelation and Reason. 
 
It is argued that these principles arethe lighthouse that guides Islamic mentality, psychological build-up and 

personality in academic and everyday life.  
 
In the field of education, research is obviously important to ensure that the education system well planned 

and carried out by educators. We may understand that research in education should  affirm the concept of 
Tawhid, primacy of Allah role of revelation, importance of religious values and benefits for humanity.In Islam, 
researchers are not excluded  from the  evaluation of Allah s.w.tsince every activity in this world is counted and 
they will receive appropriate reward or punishment from Him (Surah Maryam, 19:94-95).Furthermore, they 
should also have a proper understanding regarding the Islamic concepts of God-consciousness (taqwa) and 
worship (ibadah)as well the noble notion of education in Islam. 

We may also conclude that any type of research is accepted by Islam as long as it can give benefit to human 
development and it does not exceed the boundaries and principles of Islam. Therefore, it is very crucial that 
Muslims should not ignore the philosophy of Islamic research and its fundamental principles of education in 
carrying out research (Rosnani, 2004). However, it is found that the distinct difference between the earlier 
definitions of research and the definition of research in Islam is that all research in Islam must be carried out 
within the Islamic framework based on the Quran andthe Sunnah. What is important is that Islam recognizes the 
objectives, process and analysis of any research as long as they are still within the boundaries of Allah.  

 
Research in Islamic Education: 

 
Indeed, research education is the heart or central part of any education system since it will provide 

significant data for the success of the process of teaching and learning. Today, there are a lot of issues regarding 
Islamic education which need to be explored or studied by Muslim scholars. There are several important aspects 
of education that should reviewed together or reformed collectively by the educational experts and authorities. 
For examples, curriculum design, teaching and learning, innovation, teacher training, philosophy of education, 
evaluation and assessment.  

Therefore, there is a pressing need to promote a platform in which  how researchers in Islamic education 
should get together. Based on the concept Muslim brotherhood who hold the same concept of Tawhid, we 
should hand in hand to enhance the quality of education among the Muslim community. Cultivating research 
through various fields of research of Islamic education and developing international networking are some of the 
steps that can be promoted by all Muslim scholars, experts and academicians. It is hoped that by these efforts, 
we could achieve several objectives: 

a) To promote and carry out joint research and studies regarding Islamic Educationby Muslim scholars, 
experts and academicians. 
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b) To disseminate findings of research, knowledge, skill and experience concerning Islamic Education. 
c) To supportthe developmentof Islamic educational system and policy of every country through research. 
d) To assist Islamic education system ofthe Muslim minority countries. 
e) To promote cooperation and create a networking and smart partnership among researchers in the field 

of Islamic Education. 
Thus, there are several areas or niches of research that can be seriously taken into consideration by Muslim 

scholars, experts and academicians, i.e.:  
 
a) Philosophy of Education: 

 
The philosophy of education should be examined as to ensure that the philosophy is in line with the concept 

of Tawhid. Thus, that religion and religious values should be seriously considered in the Muslim educational 
system (Halstead, 2004). They should uphold Tawhid as their basis of life and activities, which will eliminate 
other outside or worldly interests that may influence their actions.   

 
b) The Ideological foundation: 

 
The ideological basis for Muslim education system should also examined. For example, Hassan 

Langgulung (1988) has argued that the Islamic concept of teacher education should have been derived from our 
past intellectual tradition and achievement. Since teachers are the persons who directly involve to implement the 
education policy and programmes, they should be trained through the Islamic teacher education. The colonial 
heritage and influence in the educational system should be removed and replaced by the local system which 
based on the religion of the community.  

 
c) Aim of education: 

 
The aim and objective of education, particularly for Muslim teachers, should be clearly drawn based on the 

Islamic paradigm. The main aim of education is to produce a good man (Al-Attas, 1980) or complete human 
beings (Ashraf, 1988). Muslim students should have belief and devotion to God, knowledgeability, possession 
of high moral standard, competence and responsibility.  
 
d) Reconstruction of curriculum and teaching methodology: 

 
The emphasis on Islamic paradigm will ensure that the contents of Islamic education curriculum are 

consistent with the concept of education in Islam. Thus, the teaching based onthe Qur’an and the Sunnah must 
be seriously taken into account. The history of Islamic education must also be critically studied by all 
Muslimscholars, experts and academicians (Amjad&Mohd Aderi, 2011). In addition, the western and modern 
theories of teaching and learning should be examined before they are taught to the Muslim teachers. In facing 
the challenges of globalization, the new Tawhidic curriculum of education and teaching methodology should be 
developed comprehensively.  

 
e) Reformation of  educators: 
 

All teachers, educators or lecturers in the field of Islamic education at every level should be reformed with 
Islamic paradigm. Debates, forums, discussions, seminars and workshops must be frequently organized where 
they are able to freely give their ideas, opinions and suggestions to improve and strengthen their training 
modules and courses based on the Islamic  paradigm.  

Thus, a research based educational institution at the  international level should be jointly established by the 
governments, universities as well as non-governmental organizations in the Muslim world. Muslim majority 
countries should actively play their roles and financially assist the development of this research institution.  

 
Conclusion: 

 
Finally, all scholars, experts and academicians should also actively carry out research regarding in planning 

and implementing the integration of knowledge and education.Moreover, they have religious responsibilities 
since education is not simply has social implication, but also more important that it has sacred relationship 
andamanah from Allah which will be assessed by Him. Thus, cultivating research should be one of the main 
agenda in the Islamic education system in every country. The role of research in education is very important in 
the process of developing and nurturing the children with positive guidance to be good and perfect human 
beings. The true understanding of research in Islamic education among educators is essential to ensure that they 
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are able to fulfill their duties based on facts and not based on personal perception or assumption. Without 
research, we will decide and implement the education system and policy based on unstable construct, data or 
theory.  
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