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ABSTRACT 
 
 The political, social and economic problems faced by the Egyptian community led to the increase in 
poverty and unemployment rates and the degree of social and political marginalization of the community 
members, where the data indicated that the number of people living below the poverty line ranging from 
20% - 40%. The number of unemployed in Egypt in 2010 was about 2.4 million people, representing about 
9% of the total labor force which amounted to about 26.2 million people and unemployment among 
females increases to reach about 22.6%. The research deals with social and economic problems affecting 
the establishment of the Egyptian revolution. The economic problems include population increase without 
being accompanied by real development leading to increasing poverty rates, increasing unemployment 
rates, increasing feminization of unemployment, inadequate education system to the needs of the labor 
market, decline in investment spending on productive sectors, increase in the deficit in the balance of trade 
among Egypt and countries around the world. The social problems include the problem of illiteracy, 
increasing the degree of drug abuse and addiction a slowdown in women's development system, the lack of 
transparency and credibility in decision-making, and increasing the phenomenon of street children. The 
above factors have led to the revolution of January 25, in order to improve social and economic conditions 
experienced by the Egyptian citizen and to get his legal and political rights. 
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Introduction  
 
 In Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen and Syria  the fire of Arab revolutions started since the young 
Tunisian Mohamed Bo Azizy ignited  the fire in his body on Friday, December 17, 2010 in a protest after 
the municipal authorities have taken a vehicle in the city of Bouzid on which he was selling the vegetables 
and fruits, and in the light of the growing political, social and economic problems, it was natural that Egypt 
loses what it has enjoyed of periods of political and economic prosperity, and that the world's attention at 
Egypt has been declined as a result of this deterioration. Thus, many protest movements have been 
established since the beginning of the new millennium. These movements paved the way for the Revolution 
of 25 January 2011 (1) for example, the April 6 Youth movement, Kefaya movement and Rassd news 
network and group (we are all Khalid Said) Khalid Said was killed in Alexandria on June 6, 2010 after 
being tortured to death by two informers at Sidi Gaber police station, which illuminated the mass protests 
which were as a prelude to the revolution of 25 January 2011 the Egyptian citizen Wael Ghoneim and the 
activist Abdel-Rahman Mansour have established web page entitled  under “We are all Khalid Said." 
 Before the revolution, there were wide protest movements against the deterioration of the living 
conditions as the 17 years old Israa Abdel Fattah nearly two years before the revolution invited to a 
peaceful strike on April 6, 2008, and quickly 70 thousand Egyptian citizens responded to this call. As a 
result of the success of the strike, Israa was called (Face book Girl or The Supposed Leader). 
 By following-up the standards of human economic and social development, both the declared 
indicators and the actual conditions were in decline where the percentage of Egyptians who live below the 
poverty line has reached  about 20% of the total population, while there was 20% around this line and 
approaching it, and the unemployment rate reached more than 10% while  the class differences among 
those who have and those who do not, were increasing in the cases of Tunisia and Egypt, for example, so 
the rich becomes richer and the poor becomes poorer, which in turn led to the rising erosion of to the size, 
power and influence of the middle class, which is the core of renaissance in any society and therefore it was 
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not surprising that middle-class youth  were in the forefront of the Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions, 
respectively (2). 
 
Research Objective: 
 
 Research objective is the study of social and economic problems causing the Egyptian Revolution. The 
economic problems are represented in the continuous increase in population without being accompanied by 
real development which led to increasing poverty and unemployment rates, declining investment spending 
on productive sectors, increasing the deficit in the trade balance, and the inadequacy of the education 
system to the needs of labor market. The social problems are represented in the high rate of illiteracy, 
increasing the degree of drug addiction, slowing down in women's development system, the lack of 
transparency and credibility in decision-making, and increasing the phenomenon of street children. 
 
I. The Economic Problems include: 
 
 1 - Continuous increase in the number of population without being accompanied by a real development 
leading to increased rates of poverty. Table (1) declares the  increase in the number of Egypt's population 
from about 59.3 million people in 1996 to about 81.4 million in 2012 with an increase of about 37.3% and 
the population in 2031 is expected to reach about 102.7 million as it is  shown in Table (2) with an increase 
of about 73.2% when it is compared to 1996, which imposes the need for a real development policy 
especially with the high rates of poverty in the Egyptian society, which amounted to about 23.4% in 2009 
in comparison to 20% in 2007, with an increase of 17% and without balanced development, poverty in 
Egypt became a rural phenomenon where the poor rural people represent more than 77% of the total poor 
people in Egypt and the poverty map in Egypt also strongly emphasizes that poverty is concentrated in the 
governorates of Upper Egypt where (794) of the poorest village lie in all governorates of Minya, Assiut and 
Sohag (3). 
 
Table 1: The development of the number of population in Egypt during the period (1996-2012) in million people. 

The Year Population Number 
1996  59.3 
1997  59.4 
1998  60.7 
1999  62 
2000  63.3 
2001  64.7 
2002  66  
2003  67.3 
2004  68.6 
2005  70  
2006  71.3 
2007  72.9 
2008  74.4 
2009  76.1 
2010  77.8 
2011  79.6 
2012*  81.4 

Source: Arab Republic of Egypt - the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics - Statistical Yearbook - September 2012.  
* Estimated data 
 

2- Unemployment: 
 
 Unemployment is the most important problem that face the Arab society in general and the Egyptian 
community in particular and Table (3) indicates that the rate of unemployment in the Arab society is about 
14.8% and this percentage is high when it is compared to developed countries and newly industrialized and 
applied Asian countries in which unemployment rate is about 4.3%. 
 The unemployment problem threatens, psychological, economic and social stability in the Egyptian 
society and the state's official data show that unemployment rate in the Egyptian society amounted to 12% 
in 2011 of total labor force, which amounted to about 26.3 million this year, which means that there are 
about 3.2 million unemployed as it is shown in table No. (4) and the same table shows the increase in the 
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number of unemployed from 1.7 million people in 2000 to about 3.2 million in 2011, with an increase of 
approximately 88.2% of the total number of unemployed in 2000. 
 Governmental body alone cannot face the problem of unemployment, which maximizes the role of 
volunteer work in cooperation with the state to address this problem and its negative implications. The 
problem of unemployment in the Egyptian society is a fundamental pillar of the pillars upon which the 
revolution of January 25, 2011 has been established, where the youth called for the need to find effective 
strategies and policies to address the problem of unemployment and its mitigation. 
 
Table 2: The future expectations of the development of the number of population in Egypt during the period (1996-2012) in million 

people. 
The Year Population Number 

2011  79.6 
2015  84.9 
2020  91.1 
2025  96.6 
2026  97.8 
2027  98.8 
2028  99.8 
2029  100.8 
2030  101.7 
2031  102.7 

Source: Arab Republic of Egypt - the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics - Statistical Yearbook –October 2010.  

 
Table 3: Indicators of unemployment in some Arab countries and developed countries in 2009. 

Country Unemployment Rate% Country Unemployment Rate% 
I.Arab Countries    

- Jordan 12.8 Syria 9.2  
- Tunisia 13.3 Somalia 34.7  
- Algeria 10.2 Iraq 14.7  
-Djibouti 50  Oman 6.7  

- Saudi Arabia * 5.4 Palestine 21.5  
- Sudan 19.7 Morocco 9.1  

- Mauritania 30  All Arab countries 14.8)2008(  
-The developed countries     

- United States 8.9 United Kingdom 4.6  
- Germany 9.1 Japan 8.3  

- France 9.6 Canada 4.9  
- Italy 7.4 Newly Industrialized Asian 

Countries 
4.3  

Source: Arab Monetary Fund (IMF) - Unified Arab Economic Report 2010. 
* The rate of unemployment among Saudis is estimated at about 10.5% of the labor force of Saudi Arabia. 
 
Table 4: Estimates of the labor force and the employed and unemployed in million people and the unemployment rate in the period 

from 2000-2011. 
Statement 

 
Year 

Labor Force Employed Unemployed Unemployment 
Rate 

% 
   Males Females Total 

2000  18.9  17.2  1.7 5.1 22.7  9  
2001  19.3  17.6  1.7 5.6 22.6  9.2 
2002  19.9  17.9  2.2 6.3 23.9  10.17 
2003  20.4  18.1  2.3 7.5 23.31  11.01 
2004  20.9  18.7  2.2 5.9 24.3  10.32 
2005  21.8  19.3  2.5 7.12 25.1  11.24 
2006  22.9  20.4  2.5 6.8 24  10.6 
2007  23.9  21.7  2.2 5.9 18.6  8.9 
2008  24.7  22.5  2.2 5.6 19.3  8.7 
2009  25.4  23.00  2.4 5.6 23  9.4 
2010  26.2  23.83  2.37 4.9 22.6  9  
2011  26.53  23.35  3.2 8.87 22.73  12  

Source: Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics - Statistical Yearbook 2010 
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3 - Decline in investment spending on productive sectors: 
 
 One of the main reasons for the problem of unemployment in the Egyptian society is the decline in 
investment spending on productive sectors, despite the high proportion of employment in these sectors. 
Table no.(5) shows the decline in the value of agricultural investments during the period 2004/2005 - 
2008/2009 by about 1.13% in comparison with 99/2000-2003/2004 despite the importance of the 
agricultural sector and its key role in providing food needs for the growing numbers of population. There is 
decline in the value of agricultural investments in the second period despite the increase in the value of 
national investments by about 130.8% which means low value of agricultural investments when it is 
compared to the value of national investments by about 53.32% in the second period of the study in 
comparison with the first. This policy does not fit with the importance of the number of workers in the 
agricultural sector whose representation have increased in the number of workers in the Egyptian market 
from about 28.81% in the first period to about 30.68% in the second period, with an increase of 6.5% as it 
is shown in the previous table. 
 
4- Increase in the deficit in the trade balance: 
 
 Table (6) declares deficit increase in the value of the Egyptian trade balance from about 34.2 billion 
pounds to about 169 billion pounds in 2011, with an increase of about 394.2%, There is no doubt that the 
increase in the value of the deficit in the balance of trade affects the credit of the Egyptian economy of 
foreign currency, which prevents the possibility of the implementation of targeted economic plans and 
consequently the ability of the society to employ the youth and find new sources of income, which leads to 
society deterioration and political instability. 
 
Table 5: The development of the value of agricultural investments and national investments in billion pounds, and the proportion of 

the workers in agriculture to the total number of workers during the period2000-2009. 
Year Value of 

Agricultural 
Investments 

Value of 
National 

Investments 

% of Total 
National 

Investments 

Percentage of workers in 
Agriculture to the number 

of all workers (%) 
99/2000 8.13 64.4 12.62 29.1  

2000/2001 8.20 63.6 12.89 27.92  
2001/2002 9.6 67.5 14.21 26.88  
2002/2003 6.4 68.1 9.4 29.04  
2003/2004 7.6 79.6 9.5 31.1  
Average 7.99 68.64 11.72 28.81  

2004/2005 7.42 96.5 7.7 31.3  
2005/2006 8.00 115.7 6.95 30.37  
2006/2007 7.8 155.3 5.00 31.03  
2007/2008 8.1 199.5 4.05 30.95  
2008/2009 8.2 225  3.67 29.23  
Average 7.9 158.4 5.47 30.68  

Percentage of Increase or Decrease 
between the two periods 

-1.13 130.77 -53.32 6.5  

Source: collected and calculated: Arab Republic of Egypt - the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics - Statistical 
Yearbook and employment search sample - various issues. 
 
Table 6: Egyptian exports and imports and the value of the deficit in the trade balance during the period 2001-2011 in billion pounds. 

Year Imports Exports Deficit in Trade Balance 
2001  50.7 16.5 34.2  
2002  54.5 21.1 35.4  
2003  65.1 36.8 28.3  
2004  79.7 47.7 32.00  
2005  114.7 61.6 53.1  
2006  118.5 78.9 39.6  
2007  152.6 91.3 61.3  
2008  287.7 143  144.7  
2009  249.9 128.5 121.4  
2008  287.71  143  144.7  
2009  250  134.9 115.1  
2010  300.4 154.8 145.6  
2011  351.6 182.6 169  

Source: Arab Republic of Egypt - the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics - Statistical Yearbook - various issues. 
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6- Inadequacy of education system with the needs of labor market: 
 
 Statistical data show the increase in the number of students in theoretical university education in the 
period 2004/2005 - 2008/2009 when it is compared to the period 1999/2000-2003/2004 by about 27.5%, 
while the number of students in scientific university education is decreased in the second period when it is 
compared to the first period by about 8.5%, which means students” escape  from scientific university 
education despite its importance, which leads to the  increase in the degree of unemployment in Egyptian 
society where unemployment rate is increasing among graduates of theoretical university education 
because  the Egyptian local market generally does not need this type of education (4). 
 
II. Social problems including the following aspects: 
 
1 - High rate of illiteracy: 
 
 Table no. (7) indicates the increase in the percentage of illiteracy in the Egyptian society where this 
percentage amounted to about 29.6% in 2006 with a population of about 17 million. According to other 
estimates, the number of illiterate people in Egypt amounted to about 25 million people(5) There is no 
doubt that the high rate of illiteracy in the Egyptian society prevents the possibility of implementing social 
and economic programs of development published by the state. The high illiteracy rate also confirms the 
importance of the role of voluntary associations working in the field of literacy in solving a major problem 
that is preventing the possibility of progress of society and following up the developed countries. 
 
Table 7: Percentage of population distribution (10 years and more), according to the educational condition and gender according to 

the final results of the 2006 population. 
Gender 

Educational condition 
Males Females Total 

Illiterate 22.34 37.26 29.64  
Reads and Writes 13.41 10.45 11.96  

Literacy 1.21 0.72 0.97  
Less qualified than the average 20.84 17.95 19.42  

Intermediate 28.18 23.31 25.35  
Above Intermediate 2.82 2.23 2.35  
University graduate 10.8 7.85 9.35  

More than University 0.32 0.02 0.24  
Not Mentioned 0.08 0.08 0.08  

Total 100  100  100  
Source: Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics. Statistical Yearbook - October 2010. 
* (The total number of illiterates in Egypt is 17 million people; including 6.5 million males and 10.5 million female. 

 
2- Increase in the degree of drug abuse and addiction: 
 
 The growing problem of drug abuse and addiction in the Egyptian society is a result of the 
accumulation of political, psychological, social and economic problems the society face. Table no. (8) 
shows the increase in the number of cases of addiction from about 31.3 thousand cases in 2005 to about 50 
thousand cases in 2010 with an increase of about 59.74%, and the number of accused also increased from 
about 33.4 thousand person in 2005 to about 54 thousand person in 2010, with an increase of about 61.67% 
Table no.(9) shows that the largest percentage of the accused in drug cases is represented in young people 
which  amounted to about 62.2% of the total number of the accused in 2009. There is no doubt that the 
increase in the number of accused young people in cases of addiction is a major threat to the present and 
future of the  society where youth addiction leads to the loss of the future of the Egyptian nation. There is 
no doubt that the spread of drugs in the community leads to a deep sense of despair and to severe social 
problems such as the spread of violence, organized crime, ill-health, limited education, and increasing the 
degree of unemployment (6). 
 
3- Slowing women's development system: 
 
 Women in the Egyptian society, especially rural women, are facing many problems that prevent their 
ability to develop the community despite the high predicted to survive in the year for females when it is 
compared to males. While the lives of males reach 69 years old, females reach 71.7 years, with an increase 
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estimated at 3.91 % as it is shown in table no. (10). Among the most important problems is the problem of 
illiteracy, where the illiteracy rate among females in rural areas is about 79.7%, this percentage among 
females in urban areas is about 20.3%, which means that the rate of female illiteracy in rural areas is about 
3.92, such as the illiteracy rate among females in urban areas as it is shown in table no.(11). Women also 
suffer from the problem of unemployment, as the unemployment rate among women in the Egyptian 
society is about 22.73% in 2011, while the unemployment rate among males is about 8.87 according to the 
official data issued by the state, which means that the unemployment rate among women is 2.6 such as the 
unemployment rate among males as it is shown in table no. (4), making it imperative to exert more effort 
by the community to work on the development of women so that they can fulfill their role in the 
development of society and in achieving its objectives 
 
Table 8: Development of the number of cases and accused in drug cases in Egypt in thousands during the period 2005-2010. 

Year Number of Cases Number of Accused 
2005  31.3 33.4  
2006  40.8 43.6  
2007  41.8 44.7  
2008  54.2 48.3  
2009  46.4 49.1  
2010  50.00 54.00  

Arab Republic of Egypt - Ministry of Interior - General Directorate for Drug Control Annual Report 2010. 
 
Table 9: Number of  arrested accused in drug cases in terms of age group in 2009.  

Age Number Of Total % 
Less than 18 1021  2.08  

From 18-30 Years 30548  62.2  
More than 30 Years 17563  35.7  

Total 49130  100  
Arab Republic of Egypt - Ministry of Interior - General Directorate for Drug Control Annual Report 2009. 

 
4- Lack of transparency and credibility in the decision-making: 
 
 The lack of transparency and credibility in the decision-making is one of the main factors to lead to the 
inability to implement targeted development programs by the states and consequently increasing violence, 
freedom and unemployment rates and the Egyptian society has from multiple violations of human rights 
and public freedoms in the most recent period (7). 
 
Table 10: Predicted survival at birth per year and according to the gender during the period 2006-2012. 

Years Predicted survival 
Males Females 

2006  66.5 69.1  
2007  66.9 69.6  
2008  67.4 70  
2009  67.8 70.5  
2010  68.2 70.9  
2011  68.6 71.4  
2012  69  71.7  

Source: Arab Republic of Egypt - the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics Statistical Yearbook - September 2012. 
 
Table 11: Distribution of illiteracy among rural and urban areas and in accordance with gender as a percentage in 2009.  

Statement Males Females Total 
Urban Areas 44.8 20.3 29.5  
Rural Areas 55.2 79.7 70.5  

Total 100  100  100  
 Arab Republic of Egypt - General Authority for Adult Education - Annual Report 2009.   

 
 Table no. (12) shows that the increase in the number of complaints submitted to the Egyptian National 
Council for Human Rights, in 2008, which amounted to about 14.7 thousand complaints include the 
political, civil, labor, social and economic and the right of a fair trial and protection of the rights of 
Egyptians abroad, and the rights of prisoners and cultural rights. The rights violated in the economic side 
represent the bulk of the complaints which reached 5.6 thousand complaints representing about 38.4% of 
the total number of complaints submitted to the National Council for Human Rights in 2008. There is no 
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doubt that transparency and credibility in decision-making is a key element of social stability of the 
political, economic and social and consequently society's ability to achieve its published objectives. 
 
5- Increasing the phenomenon of street children: 
 
 Street children are children under the age of 18 living homeless and spend many hours of the day or 
the whole day in public spaces. 
 
UNICEF divided street children into three categories: 
 
1- Living in the street: They are children living in the street in general, including its ,abandoned buildings, 
gardens, bridges and other places, they are living in the street permanently or semi-permanently with no 
families and their relationships with their original families are either disconnected or too weak. 
 
Table 12: Classification of complaints submitted to the Egyptian National Council for Human Rights in accordance with the violated 

rights in 2008. 
The field of violated rights Number %  of Total 

-Economic 5639  38.4  
-Social 2713  18.5  

-Labor Right 1329  9.00  
-Civil and political 1193  8.00  

-Health 551  3.7  
-Prisoner’s rights 577  3.9  

-The right of fair trial 550  3.7  
-Protecting Egyptians’ rights abroad 236  1.8  

-Public issues 232  1.6  
-Cultural rights 2  0.01  

-the lack of  jurisdiction 1650  11.2  
Total 14672  100  

Source: Arab Republic of Egypt - National Council for Human Rights - Fifth Report - 2008/2009. 
 

2- Street  workers: They are children who spend long hours every day on the street in various businesses 
that fall often under selling and begging, and most of them are coming back to spend the night with their 
families and sometimes they spend the night in the street. 
3- Street families: Children who live with their original families in the street. The United Nations estimated 
the number of street children in the world's as 150 million children (8). In Egypt, the estimated number of 
street children is about 2 million children (9). There is no doubt that the increase in the number of street 
children in Egypt threatens political, psychological, social and economic stability and becomes a key 
element of the revolution. 
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