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ABSTRACT 

 

 During the two previous decades, the world proceeded toward a global capitalist system with a rapid and discordant pace, in order to 

give sovereignty to the new global order all over the world. The global capitalist system, which is expanding to geographical regions, 
generates new perspectives that are compatible with its nature. In this movement, the global capitalist system and cultural system act 

together as a unified and integrated system. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Toward True Geography: 

 

 In order to stabilize this unified economic and 

cultural system, three global new orders have been 

set forth so far, each of them can create specific 

geographical spaces dependent to their nature 

[4,9,21]. These three orders consist of: 

1. Social-democratic project 

2. Neo-liberal project 

3. Civil society project 

 Besides, considering the influential theorizing on 

the life conditions of modern human such as the end 

of history theory [Fukuyama] and civilizations clash 

theory [Huntington], and also flexible accumulation 

of capital and its geographical mobility [13,17], we 

are encountering some changes in the global 

conditions: 

1. Change in the global economics, 

2. Change in the global geopolitics, 

3. Social change in the world, 

4. Change in the cultural conditions of the world, 

5. Drastic changes in the world environment. 

 Considering all these changes and the conditions 

of global capitalist system sovereignty, the 

geographers of the third world and Iran have to 

reflect upon some basic topics: 

1. What geographical issues should be raised? 

2. What responses should be given to these issues? 

3. In today‟s conditions of the world, what kind of 

geography is necessary for us? 

4. Why after passing 68 years from Second World 

War, developing countries are still facing with 

poverty, hunger, crime and villainy, backbreaking 

loans, and finally losing all their hopes?  

5. Whether environmental perception is inherently 

social-economic product?  

 It seems that through posing such a question, 

geography can provide an honest image of humans‟ 

life quality and includes a message and content and 

protect desirable quality of life [5,23,24,8]. So, 

geography science is always dealing with material 

world and in this way, it makes the human large 

system [19,12 ,2]. To clarify the utterance, the 

geography science doesn‟t only discover the world, 

but also it makes the world. Therefore, the analysis 

of the geographical schools, political philosophies, 

political economics, and social theories determine the 

ideology and the thought of geographical regions 

architectures [8]. We remind that in the evolutional 

course of geography, especially human geography, 

viewpoints, concepts, and theories have been adopted 

from other scientific fields. 

 Since two decades ago, only enjoyment 

[utilization] of the political philosophy, political 

economics, social theories, and cultural studies have 

been determined in identifying the difference 

between the traditional geography and the new 

geography [13,20]. It isn‟t without reason that in all 

the geographical articles and books published from 

two decades ago in the world the mentalities of a 

dozen of political philosophers, political economists, 

and social theorizers are explained as mediator in the 

relationship between the human and the environment 

[17].   

 It is regrettable to say that in this new age of 

geography, we meet less the philosophical innovation 
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and the reflection in the geographical works 

published in Iran. We should not forget that in this 

age of rapid global changes, if the geography doesn‟t 

enjoy the social-economic thoughts, it turns into the 

unorganized and turbulent reports of the relationship 

between the human being and the environment 

[14,15]. Because we can achieve the true geography 

only in the light of philosophical, economical, and 

cultural systems, keep aloof of the traditional 

geography, and turn the geography into a type of 

inventive science in human life [14].  

 

New Definition of the Biological Geography:   

 

 According to my belief, if we want to obtain the 

true geography in the age of speedy global changes, 

and discover the reasons that geography science 

grows pale and geographical logic inability among 

other sciences, it is necessary that we first understand 

profoundly the missing chain and the hard knot of 

this weakness and inability [11,22].  

 In order to achieve to a stable status of 

geographical logic, the author suggests that though 

adding institutional and structural processes as 

relation to the geography definition, we can eliminate 

this weakness of the geographical logic. In order that 

we are able to link the political philosophy, political 

economics, and social theories with location- space 

realities in all geographical studies and analyses. In 

my opinion it is in this way that the geography can 

conquer all the life aspects [18]. This suggestion may 

be considered as a kind of tradition-breaking in the 

geography definition. But we should not forget that 

all the sciences have achieved to the new boundaries 

by tradition-breaking.  

 Now this question may be raised as follows: If 

the human definition which has been used in the 

traditional definition of the geography [reciprocal 

relationships between human and the environment], 

does not encompass all things including political 

philosophies, political economics, and social 

theories, and finally the institutional and structural 

processes? 

In response to this question, following questions are 

posed [16,10]: 

1. How many of the world geographers, especially 

those living before 1980s, have applied the political 

philosophies, political economics, social theories, 

and social justice in the analysis of the geographical 

phenomena in their works up to now? 

2. How many of the hundreds members of the 

board of geography science of geographical faculty 

in Iran universities have considered in their works 

the application of aforesaid categories as the basis of 

their work up to now, which has been accepted in our 

time as the distinction of the new geography from the 

traditional geography?     

3. Why in recent years radical geographers have 

separated their status completely from the traditional 

geography course by adding the production method 

[political economics and special political philosophy 

of one ideology] to the traditional definition of the 

geography [reciprocal relationships between human 

being and the environment]? 

4. Why the inventive science of geography has 

been a conservative science in comparison to the 

similar sciences like sociology and economics, 

except that it could not succeed in roots-discovering 

of geographical phenomena and equitable [just] 

providence though applying the institutional and 

structural processes?  

 Our experience in geography taught us that the 

practical geography cannot exist impartial 

[unbiased]. The analysis, decision-making, and 

providence regarding the environmental conditions 

and geographical phenomena are practical only 

through utilizing the institutional and structural 

processes [18].  

 Now, considering all the things said, I suggest 

my definition about the new geography with 

reference to the distinction of the new geography 

from the traditional geography, as following 

explanation and mentioning the reasons to elect its 

meanings. Of course, this is my perception of the 

new geography, and I have no claim to generalize it.  

 

The Meanings of Geography Definition in different 

fields: 

 

A: Location: 

 

1. A place is simply a part of the geographical 

space. Place is in the form of a limited set and device 

in which the social relationships, identity, and the life 

are created [6].  

 Local and non-local concepts were suggested in 

1970s by humanism school of geography. At that 

time, the geographers of the proof-oriented 

[positivism] school emphasized on the space.   

2. The reality of human being is not separable from 

the location feeling [12,19].   

3. Today, the location phenomenology in 

geography and urban designing enjoy a particular 

credibility [22].  

4. Location is created though collision of 

residential, regional, and global factors, and in which 

reciprocal relationships are created among the 

location conditions, identity, and material life [1,3].  

5. Location; It is the occupation and transformation 

of the nature and space, and this flow will not exist 

separately from regenerating and transforming the 

human society in time and space [23].  

6. Locations are created for consumption [7,9].  

7. F Lucre man, the American geographer says 

that: geography science is an insight into the world 

which takes existence in locations [2].  

8. The human nature and existence engender with 

location and take meaning from it [3,23]. 

9. Locations regulate human behavior and give 

orientation to it [12]. 



562                  Alireza Bidkhori, et al, 2014 /Journal Of Applied Sciences Research 10(6), Special, Pages: 560-564 

 

 

10.  Humans are made in locations [19,24]. 

11. Locations not only form the social relations 

inside themselves, but also they establish social, 

economical, and political reciprocation out of their 

scope [domain] [8]. 

12. The concept of location is more complex that 

space and it is not only a framework [physic]. But 

also, location links with life, history, values, feelings, 

social relationships, and production approach of 

people. So, in cultural geography, medical 

geography… location enjoys the geographical and 

institutional structures before the space. We remind 

that between the years 1990 to 2000, the world‟s 

famous geographers such as J Nikolas, Antrikan, 

Edward Rolf, John Agnive, James Duncan, Roan 

Johnson, Denis kesgro, Myles Richardson, David 

Robinson, Paul Adams and … have dedicated most 

of their geographical works to the location and 

sometimes they recognized the location superior than 

space or at least equal to it[20,21].    

13. The concept of location is the focus of 

humanism understanding in geography [11]. 

14. In environmental psychology, the relation 

between the location and behavior is of important 

topics [11,3]. 

 

2. Processes:   

 

 We have used the concept of process and its 

scientific credibility in geographical definition from 

this perspective that I think there is a rooted link 

between the geographical sequence of the time and 

the following concepts: 

A. Ideas, values, and symbols, 

B. Institutions, 

C. Technology, 

D. Natural and biological cycles. 

 On the whole, the processes are social, 

economical, political, and environmental phenomena 

which are created in special conditions and with 

particular integration and order, and they specify the 

time-location characteristics [5,6,20].  

Scientific credibility of the processes in geographical 

studies is the results of following factors [3,15,16,7]: 

1. We may study the world as changing variables.  

2. Local distinction in the functions of different 

processes is recognizable in geography. 

3. Without a logical understanding the processes, 

geographers can‟t achieve cause and effect relation 

and the analysis of the influential forces in location 

forming and local changes. In geography, the concept 

of process is used for phenomena which are formed 

following one another with a special order and 

through impressibility of time-location conditions 

and link the past to the present [10,11].  

4. Processes, undertake the analysis of the time 

courses in which the reign of a specific political 

philosophy has created geographical phenomena, 

coincident with it. Don‟t forget that human beings 

are soaking in time and they change along the time 

flow [17].  

5. The concept of time- location processes 

reinforces the relative-outlook in geography and 

liberates the geographers from pragmatism [decisive-

outlook]. 

 

3. Structures: 

 

 Structures are engendered from the factors and 

constituencies and they operate in the framework of 

co-made patterns. These structures specify the 

method of life totality in particular time and location.  

In traditional geography, the concept of what, 

where, and when were emphasized [1,13,22]. In the 

era of new geography, the concepts of how and why 

[for what reasons] are added to these three-fold 

concepts in order to recognize the structuring and 

formation of the life method[12]. There are a stable 

correlation between the concepts of how and why 

with political philosophy, political economics, social 

theories, and cultural studies [7,10].    

 In our time, the geographical famous theorizers 

do not look for one reason in analyzing the 

geographical phenomena; rather they consider each 

geographical phenomenon as a result of various 

factors and components through founding the 

institutions and structures of social, economical, 

political, and cultural systems as the basis for this 

issue [4]. Although they consider more share for one 

of the components according to their belief. For 

example, in capitalist countries special-location 

structures and finally analysis of geographical 

phenomena can‟t exist apart from the capitalist 

system functions [9,8]. As in the year 1996, a 

researcher has judged about the urban phenomena 

when analyzing them in capitalist system: during 268 

years, free make economy has turned the city into a 

hell of chaos and turbulences [16,9]. In the urban 

geography and urban ecology this is a famous 

utterance that a city is not a self-organized 

phenomenon, but each part of the city is a response 

of structural totality of the society [14,18]. As a 

result, secret inauguration of the city is, in fact a 

basis mystery inauguration of the functions of society 

structures. In the geography science, intermediation 

of institutional and structural processes helps us in 

recognizing the following factors: 

1. We search for what kind of explanation [cause 

and effect relation] in analyzing the geographical 

phenomena? 

2. In what way these institutional and structural 

processes have been constructed? 

3. What are the useful and non-useful institutions 

regarding the development? 

4. Whether we look for patterns or we emphasize 

on the processes? 

5. What is the ideology of the society agents and 

what purpose do they follow? 
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6. Whether the immense structures are always not 

the determinant of the clamoring flow the life and 

minute geographical phenomena? 

 Some of the geographers when discussing the 

classic definition of geography [the relation between 

human and the nature] use the relation between the 

civil society and the nature instead of human, 

according to the comprehensive credibility of 

geography, in order to stimulate the civil institutions 

and structures along the social justice. Because the 

dominant civil institutions and structures are 

following to divulge the geography realities in order 

to enter the explanation world [18,21,5,6].  

 Besides, in institutional and structuring 

processes the causality principle is also considered in 

addition to the components and different factors. In 

this regard, David Hume point upon the three 

concepts [24,4,8,13] [more geographical- my 

emphasis] and give more importance to the third 

concept.  

1. Time precedence; it means that causality 

precedes the effect, 

2. Connectivity in space time, 

3. Necessary linkage; causality and effect have a 

necessary connectivity. If the causality occurs, the 

effect must also occur. 

 Based on what was said, we can conclude that 

every local phenomenon having geographical 

integration, are dependant and impressible to social, 

economical, and political systems, and we can find 

the roots of the geographical phenomena of 

capitalist, socialist, social-democracy, liberal, 

neoliberal societies, welfare government, fascist 

government, and self-motivated economy by the 

institutional and structuring processes, each of them 

has an integrated and basic concepts and rules. We 

should not forget that even the lifetime and oldness 

years is a social category before that being a 

biological category.  

 In short, we give worth to the philosophical 

method of thinking though accepting the institutional 

and structuring processes in geography definition, 

and we recognize the endless challenges of the life 

geography, and we step on the era of new geography 

in this way. We remind that three concepts of space, 

location, and nature which form the concentration of 

every geographical thought have been emphasized in 

different ways in this definition.  
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